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  love the feeling of renewal that 
comes with warmer weather and 
blooms on all of the native desert 
plants here in Arizona.  You have to 

love yellow!  

Our sense of connection to nature reminds 
me of the following quote by Madeleine 
Albright, “The act of striving is in itself the 
only way to keep faith with life.”   There was 
much to admire about our first woman 
Secretary of State and her optimism about 
the power of service was one of them. 

Her admonition for us to individually and 
collectively do better rings true for me.  We 
can do better, especially for nature, whether 
it is by planting a native tree or shrub, by 
being more involved in advocating for na-
ture through our garden clubs or, on a na-
tional scale, through our membership in 
National Garden Club, whose advocacy at 
the national level can change policy.  There 
are always people who want to do good 
and leave the planet better for having been 
there.

One of those individuals is Doug Tal-
lamy, who recently was the speaker in 
a webinar organized by NGC, which can 

be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VBkUBDY5IN0  When NGC 
posted the notice for this webinar, which 
could accommodate 500, it sold out 
immediately.  Why?  Because Doug is a 
outstanding and thoughtful speaker, and 
he has been making the case for native 
plants since his first book, Bringing Nature 
Home, was published in 2007.  He made 
the case for not only the value, but the criti-
cal need, for all of us to rethink how we plan 
and plant our gardens.  In the intervening 
years, he has become the most important 
advocate in the US for planting native 
plants and the crucial role they play in our 
ecosystem.  Do take the time to watch this 
video and learn more about Homegrown 
National Park.

Doug offers us a way to be involved, indi-
vidually and collectively, in a national effort 
to connect nature across the country. Make 
a vow to be a part of the solution by doing 
your own part in your own garden or 
community or by joining Homegrown 
National Park.   Pick what you want to do 
and where you want to apply your energy, 
just as we here at AFGC have, but do some-
thing. You will feel better for it, and some-
one that you may never meet will benefit.
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Member Profile: Josephine Vincze,
AFGC Treasurer

I moved with my family to Phoenix, AZ from Danbury, CT in 1978.

After working for 12 years in accounting departments for 
various companies, my husband and I decided to start up 
our own business.  In 1991, we started a screen printing/em-
broidery business and retired in 2001.  We then decided to 
build a log cabin in Happy Jack, Arizona, where we spend 6 
months a year, and 6 months a year in Chandler, AZ.

I was looking to join a garden club and in 2006, joined 
Tempe Garden Club.  It was there that I met my dear friend 
and mentor, Mary Cochran.  Mary encouraged me to learn 
about floral design and to join Desert Designers.  
Some of the positions that I’ve served:  former President 
of Tempe Garden Club, treasurer of Desert Designers for 6 
years, AFGC Assistant Treasurer for 8 years, AFGC Finance 
Chair and AFGC Central District Director.  I am a student of 
Ikebana.

I enjoy being a garden club member as I’ve met many fun, 
friendly, and interesting people, and continue to learn much 
about gardening and floral design.
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Member Profile: Nancy L. Gahtan
Grew up on a dairy farm in Finger Lakes Region of New York State
poster child for Dairymen’s League - NY State Fair
4-H Club member
Graduate Crane School of Music, State University Potsdam, NY
Cello major - Symphony Orchestra - among the conductors were Nadia Boulanger, Robert 
Shaw, and Virgil Thomson
Music Teacher
Women’s Tennis Team, Women’s Soccer, Yoga

NGC Accredited Master Flower Show Judge (recently Emeritus)
NGC Accredited Landscape Design Consultant - NJ

Member Chester Garden Club - NJ  
(Past President)
Desert Designers - AZ
Judges’ Council - AZ and NJ
Garden Club of NJ Executive Board - 
various positions - 23 years
Central Atlantic Region - 
Arboreculture Chairman - 4 years
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 Mosquitos are coming!

All of us want to avoid these dangerous and annoying insects, which cause West Nile. Mosquitos

proliferate during the summer months in Arizona because of the monsoon rains. Doug Tallamy had

devised a mosquito larva trap to attract the females, who then lay their eggs and are killed by a mosquito

dunk. By targeting only mosquitos, we are saving beneficial insects.

Instructions on how to construct a Mosquito Larva Trap are here at

https://www.audubonva.org/news/how-to-set-up-a-mosquito-larva-trap

Photo credit: cdc.gov

Sharon Davis,
AFGC President
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Garden Club Members Wanted
By Lenda Sundene

Positions Open:  Nature lovers, growers, bird watchers, designers, and 
conservationists
Physical Qualifications:  Must be able to see beauty and colors; smell 
fragrance and clean air; touch earth, flowers, and plants; and taste clean 
water.
Age:  Unlimited  
Experience:  Walked barefoot in the grass, picnicked in the park, hiked in 
the woods, and stopped to smell the roses.
Beginning Wage:  Few aches, an abundant rise in spirit, experience the 
beauty, and have a joyful heart
Advancement Opportunities:  May be asked to be a chairman of projects 
or an officer on a garden club board
Fringe Benefits:  Social security – brings security in new social friendships 
with other garden club members
Retirement:  A wheelbarrow full of happy memories, joyful experiences, 
and perennial remembrances of worthwhile accomplishments.

                          APPLY TO AN ARIZONA GARDEN CLUB: 
www.azgardenclubs.com
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Blue Star Memorial Dedication
November 11, 2021

Gold Canyon Garden Club is proud to announce the dedication of a Blue Star 
Memorial At Boyce Thompson Arboretum.

The Blue Star Program honors all men and women who have served, are now 
serving or will serve in the Armed Forces of this great nation.

This program began with the planting of 8,000 Dogwood trees by the New 
Jersey Council of Garden Clubs in 1944 as a living memorial to veterans of 
World War II. In 1945, the National Council of State Garden Clubs (now Na-
tional Garden Club, Inc.) adopted this program and began a Blue Star High-
way system that covers thousands of miles across the Continental United 
States, Alaska, and Hawaii. Blue Star Memorial Highway Markers were 
placed along the way. The Blue Star was adopted because it had become an 
icon in World War II and was seen on flags and banners in homes for sons 
and daughters away at war as well as in churches and businesses.
Please join us as we dedicate the Blue Star Memorial to the honor and glory 
of all those men and women who have served, are now serving, and will 
serve in the Armed Forces of this great Nation.

Today, Arizona is home to nineteen Blue Star Memorials. We were honored 
by those who joined us as we dedicated our state’s 20th Blue Star Memorial 
on Veteran’s Day at our beloved Boyce Thompson Arboretum.

AIR FORCE | ARMY | COAST GUARD | MARINE CORPS | NAVY 
SPACE FORCE
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Photo Credits: Jamie Dick
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hen it is Spring, it is best to believe in 
something,”* and I believe in celebrat-
ing flowers.

Fortunately, I am not alone in this 
belief. All around the world, flower 
festivals, home garden tours, and 
flower shows offer an immersive ex-
perience in color, fragrance, form, and 
design, all in celebration of flowers. 

I’ve been seeking out these experiences for years, I encourage you 
to set out on travel adventures to experience these extraordinary 
events celebrating flowers.

This year in Almere, the Netherlands, the once-a-decade Floriade 
Expo  opens April 14 and runs through October 9. This international 
exhibition and garden festival features flowers, horticulture, and 
garden design representative of 40 countries. I was there in 2012, 
and baring the world going even crazier, I will be there again this 
year. New growing techniques, Italian Lemons, gardens of Pakistan, 
roses from Morocco and Orchids of South American will spread 
over 60 acres with greenhouses and purposely built facilities 
provide an array  of plants and ideas. It is the Olympics of Flowers. 

For over 30 years, Canberra, Australia, holds an annual Floriade 
Expo, celebrating their Spring beginning in October. The 
community so loves this event that when Covid played havoc with 
their plans in 2021, organizers distributed 300,000 bulbs and 
annuals to local schools, community groups, and organizations to 
celebrate the beauty of the flowers. Plans are underway for the 
celebration again this year. Flowers, music, food, art, and more 
flowers are in the works.

The two largest flower festivals in the US are the Philadelphia 
Flower Show (the longest-running in North America), held in June, 
and the Northwest Flower and Garden Festival every February. Both 
shows feature exhibition gardens, plant sales, demonstrations, art 
shows, floral designs, and thousands of enthusiastic gardeners.

Individual garden tours let you inside to see home gardens for 
inspiration and eye-popping delights. Historic Virginia Garden 
Week is April 23-30, when 42 garden clubs organize home garden 
tours across the entire state of Virginia. Drive to as many regions of 
the state as you wish and explore all styles of gardens. The garden 
clubs create floral displays for every venue, and the history of the 
home and landscape designs are endlessly fascinating. 

Home garden tours are an annual fundraiser for local communities 
and you may find them when you are on your way to a different 
destination. The day I arrived at the Green Bay Botanic Garden in 
Wisconsin was the day of the local garden tour, and it was a great 
chance to see the local community and gardens.

You can find flower shows featuring individual varieties of flowers, 

W

Celebrating Flowers

such as roses, zinnias, or lilacs, around the country. Mackinac 
Island in Michigan, welcomes Spring with the Lilac Festival in June. 
The entire island smells of lilacs, fudge, and horses.

Locally my favorite is the Phoenix Chrysanthemum show held in 
mid-November. Local chrysanthemum growers exhibit their 
perfect varietal specimens that you will never see in your grocery 
store floral department. For just a brief weekend event, an 
assembly of color and form is yours to enjoy as local floral 
designers create amazing designs featuring mums. It’s impossible 
to leave without feeling amazed at the varieties.

Flowers are my delight, my passion, and they never fail to attract 
and amaze me. In a world of stressful news, flowers brighten your 
view, calm your spirit, and inspire your joy.

I’ve mentioned here only a few of the events I have attended. Here 
are some links to flower festivals and garden events to consider as 
you plan to walk among flowers.  

*On Flowers, Kathryn Kleiman & Sara Slavin

Signs of Spring vary greatly from Southwest Arizona to Portland, 
Maine. In my Arizona garden spring begins in February and ends 
in May.  In many place 
March 21 is simply  a 
suggestion to expect a 
change in the weather.  
Snow has to melt, mud 
will then arrive before 
some shoots of fresh 
green will rise.  Flowers 
are promised.  

I celebrate flowers. 

Photo credits: Linda Larson
Linda Larson
A Traveling Gardener

Fresh Flowers at Virginia Governor’s Mansion
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Floral Displays Philadelphia Flower Show The Art of the Seed Packet, displayed at Philadel-
phia Flower Show

Floral Designs Chatham House, Virginia
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Ana’s Hummingbird

         Calypte anna 
Karen Bowen,
Birds, Bees  & Butterflies Chairman

Identification:   Males have an iredescent, reddish-pink gorget ex-
tending over their head and neck, while females have a small gorget 
under their throat. Bodies are green and gray. Birds are four inches 
in length.

Life Span:  7-9 years

Diet:  Nectar, small insects and spiders. Feed on native and domesticated flowering 
plants and are important pollinators.

Behavior:  Females sit on their nest as they build the edges higher. Nest is made from 
spider webs, insect cocoons, lichen, fibers of cattails, willows or thistles, and is lined with 
feathers. Two eggs are laid. It takes 2-3 weeks for eggs to hatch. Only females care for 
the young. Males have the most elaborate song of any hummingbird species.

Range:  Found from Alaska to northern Mexico. Do not migrate south and north but do 
move to a higher elevation in summer. Prefer to live in open woods, shrubs, gardens, and 
parks. 

Interesting Facts:  
•Named for the 19th century Italian duchess, Anna Massena. 
•One of only three hummingbird species that are permanent residents of the U.S. and 
Canada. The other permanent residents are Allen’s and Costa’s hummingbirds. 
•Its heart beats 1, 260 times a minute.

Photos by abcbirds.org
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That was the theme of Scottsdale 
Garden Club’s recent Fundraising 
Event on March 13. Jen Donovan, 
chairperson of the event, remarked,” 
Bingo, barbecue, beer and baskets, 
along with friendships old and new, 
made for a really fun and successful 
fundraiser. Thanks to all who 
attended and donated their time 
and effort.” 
 
Over 60 people attended the 
Sunday afternoon event at 
McDowell Mountain Ranch Commu-
nity Center. 
 
Members donated 16 themed Baskets for a very profitable raffle.
Proceeds will support SGC’s March 2023 Flower Show called “The Reel Arizona”.

The Club is once again conducting a Homeless Veterans’ Assistance Project by collecting 
hygiene bags and other necessities for donation to the VA’s Community Resource and Referral 
Center. Contact chairperson Barbara M lnarik cbmlk@cox,net to donate or for further information. 
The Club’s April Calendar features a Field Trip to Kary’s Iris Gardens, 6201 E. Calle Rosa, 
Scottsdale. Members and guests will be given a tour of the private garden by owner Ardi Kary. You 
can sign up to purchase rhizomes in the fall to plant. Contact Diane Davis, dianeedavis3@gmail.
com for details if you would like to attend.

The City of Scottsdale is marking Arbor Day on April 29 with a 
ceremony at the newly completed Bell Road Soccer Complex. 
SGC Is donating a mesquite tree for planting and will be part of 

the ceremonies-a long-
time club 
tradition.

Bingo, BBQ and Beer
Susan Salembier,
Scottsdale Garden Club

Colorful floral centerpiec-
es, arranged by Christine 
Morgan and Lucy Samu-
els, incorporated barbe-

cue implements into the design and also generated sales. 



The Greenleaf12  //

  Jan. 14-16 found Western District garden clubs participating in the annual Yuma Home and Garden Show. Our garden clubs 

offered the public a large variety of plants for sale along with Pecan Grove Garden Club’s uniquely-decorated birdhouses 

and Yuma Orchid and African Violet Society’s gorgeous African violets grown by member, Rod Hartleib. Yuma Garden 

Club’s lighted wine bottles were also a favorite with the public. 

Funds from the event help our garden clubs complete their various community projects and also publicize our clubs to the 

Yuma community.

Thanks to Cindy Carey’s excellent leadership as chairman, everything ran smoothly, and it was a fun event for all who 

participated.

Popular fundraising event for local garden clubs

Yuma Home and Garden Show
Karen Bowen
W. District Director It’s Showtime!

#1  Myra Lader and Lois Wolfe, members of Yuma 
Orchid and African Violet Society, sold African vio-
lets and Hawaiian orchids for their club.
#2  A large variety of plants and garden-related 
items were offered for sale by our Western District 
garden clubs. This is one of our main fundraisers.
#3  Rod Hartleib holds an African violet he grew 
and donated to Yuma Orchid and African Violet So-
ciety to sell at the event. He has over 600 plants in 
a specially built greenhouse at his home.
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Photo credits: Karen Bowen

#4  MGM Garden Club members, 
LeAnn Bird and Tina Imlay, stand be-
side a tv screen that played a video 
showing some of the club’s various 
activities and photos of Moody Garden, 
which the club maintains.
#5  Thanks to Cindy Carey’s great 
leadership, our plant sale was a suc-
cess and allowed the public to meet 
members from our four garden clubs.
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rchids have some of the prettiest blooms in 

nature. Their blooms are exotic-looking and 

come in a myriad of colors, which is why or-

chid growers usually have such a large collection of 

plants. With such delicate-looking blooms, many people 

think orchids must be a difficult plant to grow. However, 

with a little knowledge about their care, anyone can grow 

them successfully.  

  Yuma Orchid and African Violet Society held a work-

shop at their November meeting to show the public the 

proper way to repot an orchid and care for it once repot-

ted. Myra Lader, YOAVS Treasurer, explained the neces-

sary steps. 

1.  Soak the bark mix or lava rock in water overnight. 

2.  Remove the plant from its container and cut off any 

blackened, soggy, or dead roots. Sterilize your scissors in 

alcohol before cutting any roots and in between cutting 

on each plant.

3.  Place the moistened bark mix or lava rocks in the 

bottom of the container and spread the roots over the 

medium. Fill up the container, working the medium 

around the roots using a chopstick to tamp it down. 

4.  If the orchid is top-heavy, place a stake in the medium 

to help center the plant.

  Myra stated that an orchid should be repotted every one 

to three years. Signs that a plant is in need of repotting 

include:  its roots are pushing out of the pot, the potting 

medium is broken down and crumbly, or the plant’s roots 

are packed tightly in the pot.

  For medium, she recommended lava rock or bark mix. 

Sphagnum moss was not recommended since it tends 

to matte and keep the plant’s roots too wet and does not 

allow enough oxygen to reach the roots.

  Myra explained that if you move your plant to the 

kitchen when watering, you need to be sure to place the 

orchid back in its original spot facing the sun the same 

way. If you place the orchid facing the sun in one direc-

tion and then another, the plant will twist its leaves to fol-

low the sunlight and you will eventually have a plant with 

a twisted swirl of leaves or a flower stem that is twisted 

around. A south or east-facing window with indirect 

sunlight is best.

Repotting an Orchid is Easy as 1-2-3

O

  Orchids grow in the wild clinging to trees or in crotches of 

branches. They draw moisture from mist and rain, as well as 

from moisture held in decomposing leaves that collect in the 

crotches where the plants are growing.  To replicate that 

humid environment, many orchid growers place their plants 

on a tray filled with gravel and with water under the gravel 

but not touching the plant. As the water in the tray 

evaporates, the moisture travels up to the orchids and 

increases the humidity around them.

  “To water an orchid, I place the orchid, still in its plastic pot 

with drainage holes, in a larger container or bucket.  Fill the 

larger container with commercial drinking water and add a 

few drops of liquid orchid fertilizer,” Myra said. “Let the plant 

sit in the water until the bark is moist, about 15 to 20 

minutes, and then lift the pot out of the water, and let it drain 

in the sink before placing the orchid back in its decorative 

container.” It is best not to keep it in its decorative container 

if it is not blooming or on display so the roots can help the 

plant by photosynthesizing like the leaves do.

  “Do not use tap water when watering, since it may contain 

salts, and do not use ice cubes,” Myra said. “You only need 

to water an orchid when the bark feels dry. Overwatering can 

cause the plant’s roots to rot.”

  To get a Phalaenopsis, or Moth Orchid, to rebloom, it must 

have six weeks with a 15 degree differential in temperature 

from day and night. This difference in temperature signals 

the orchid to produce a new flower spike.

  Although orchids require a few more steps to keep them 

healthy and happy, their gorgeous blooms make it well 

worth the effort. 

Myra Lader, Yuma Orchid and African Violet Treasurer 
& Karen Bowen, Western Dist. Director
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Photos by Karen Bowen 
#1 YOAVS Treasurer, Myra Lader, helps a member of the public repot her orchid. 
#2  YOAVS members, Myra Lader and Susan Lukenbill, have fun repotting orchids at their club’s No-
vember meeting. Meetings are the second Thursday of the month, 1:15 p.m., at the Foothills Library.
#3  Myra Lader (right) demonstrates the proper method of repotting an orchid at a Yuma Orchid and 
African Violet Society meeting. Afterward, members of the public and YOAVS members repotted their 
own orchids.
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Blue skies, warm temperatures and no wind became the perfect backdrop for 
the MGM Garden Club Annual Art in the Garden event Feb 19, 2022. After a 
two-year cancellation because of Covid 19, we couldn’t have asked for a better 
setting. 

Plein Air Artists creating the most beautiful landscapes of the Robert J Moody 
Garden were scattered throughout the garden.  They painted and we witnessed 
with awe and a bit of envy. 

Artists displayed and sold their treasures. So many varieties.   

Personal favorites:  

 

Mark Wall Encaustic paintings of our beautiful lettuce farms in Yuma, Ben’s 
crazy death wish art of Lightning Etching was fascinating, custom pine needle baskets by Mona 

McIlvenna so delicate and a few very talented 
jewelry makers topped my favorite list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guests voted 
on their favorites and it was so much fun to watch Scott Philippi’s 
usually shy face lighten up and break into a giant grin as he was 
voted the crowd favorite for his beautifully crafted jewelry.  

 

 

The Plein air painting that was a fan favorite was created by 
Meredith Milstead. I am not sure how anyone was able to pick a 
favorite. To me they were all the most amazing and beautiful 
renderings of our fabulous Moody Garden.  
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Some of the Winners, Workers and Families enjoying 
the day! 

 

We are grateful to the members of the Yuma 
Garden Clubs who came and set up booths and 
added to the warm, sunny atmosphere of the 
day, plus, the cookies were pretty good too. 
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FUN WITH FLOWER SHOWS

Consider staging a NGC Standard Flower Show to showcase your club’s interest in
Horticulture and Design and to educate your club members and the viewing public.
Staging a show is a fun activity for all members as there is something for everyone.
Think of it as a festival in which Horticulture is the star of the show.

There are many Types of Flower Shows:
1. Small Standard Flower Show
2. Standard Flower Show
3. Youth Small Standard Flower Show
4. Youth Standard Flower Show
5. Horticulture Specialty Flower Show
6. Design Specialty Flower Show

There are many Categories of Flower Shows
1. General Show
2. Petite Show
3. Holiday Show, Patriotic Show
4. Show Cosponsored with a Plant Society

Getting Started - Contact me at nlgahtan@msn.com or any Accredited Flower Show
Judge.  We will be happy to guide you through the process.

Hope to see you at a show soon!
Nancy L. Gahtan
AFGC Flower Show Schedule Advisor
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MGM photo gallery #3
1.  The west section of Moody Garden contains xeriscape plants, each labeled with their common and scientific names.
2.  The Children’s Garden provides kids with a place to run and play. A winding path leads children through the area. 
3.  Robert Moody’s John Deere tractor is a favorite spot in the Children’s Garden where kids can “drive” the tractor.
4.  The east section of Moody Garden contains many native plants. Kiosks located all along the sidewalk provide the public 
with information about the garden and its plants.
5.  Moody Garden is a certified wildlife habitat and Monarch Pollinator Garden. This watering spot attracts local wildlife and 
birds to the garden.
6.  In spring, the palo verde located in the Xeriscape Garden bursts into bloom and scatters its golden petals to the ground.

MGM Photo Gallery
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MGM Photo Gallery #4
1.  The red barn was donated by local Yumans, Frank and Pat Cooper. It holds the tools and equipment MGM Garden Club 
members use to tend the garden.
2.  LeAnn Bird, Kelyee Ledesma and Stefanie Littlewood-Moody help fill a newly-built raised bed for planting with vegeta-
bles.
3.  The Robert J. Moody Demonstration Garden is tended by MGM Garden Club since 1996. It is a two-acre garden showing 
what grows well in Yuma.
4.  The Healing/Herb Garden has a variety of medicinal plants and herbs.
5.  Various groups of children have enjoyed planting in Moody Garden. This group of home-schoolers helped plant native 
plants in the Children’s Garden.
6.  A medicine wheel shows various plants with medicinal uses.



MGM Garden Club (dba digitally, Moodygardenclub.com) 

Spring 2022 Report President: Peggy Taylor (resigned) New President:  LeAnn Bird,  15373 Sierra Sands Ave., Yuma, AZ 85367  (leannpacbird@gmail.com)  Vice-President:  Bobi Kress, 6900 S. Strand Ave. #1, Yuma, AZ 85364  (kresshouse@gmail.com)  Treasurer:  Cathy WilsonShill, 10422 S. Avenida La Primera, Yuma, AZ 85367  (inquescat@yahoo.com)  Rec. Secretary:  Karen Bowen, 2739 W. Julie Ln., Yuma, AZ 85367 (bowenkaren@ymail.com) Corres. Secretary:  Kathy Biver, 13319 E. 36th Pl., Yuma, AZ 85367 (biverk@yahoo.com) Historian:  Keylee LeDesma, 8076 ER. Topkea Pl., Yuma, AZ 85365 (kcledesma@gmail.com)  Meetings:  Each Tuesday, 9 a.m., members tend Moody Garden. On the last Tuesday of the month, a business meeting is held. Club Theme:  To provide the care and growing of the U of A Yuma County Cooperative Extension’s Robert J. Moody Demonstration Garden. To provide opportunities for the public to learn what grows in zone 10 and provide the names of those plants growing in Moody Garden. To provide opportunities for the public to meet in the garden and enjoy garden-related activities. Number of club members: 40 active, 4 honorary     Club Projects: 1.  We have been focusing on our digital presence this year. We created a website (Moodygardenclub.com). It contains educational, video, charts, a plant list for the Robert J. Moody Demonstration Garden, member portal and our blog. We have increased membership by 8 new members since we introduced our website. 2.  We have also been active on Facebook (Moody Garden Club) and have seen significant growth in views and followers over the past year.  3.  November 13, 2021 was our annual Pot and Plant Sale, Great success! We ran out of pots and plants.  4.  Built, installed an irrigation system, and planted vegetables in two new handicap-accessible raised beds. We had received money from a grant that assisted us in finishing this project.  5.  Participated in the Yuma Home and Garden Show, Jan 14-16. We had a booth giving information about MGM Garden Club. The event provided volunteer hours for our club members. We also had some plants for sale. Club member, Bill Watts, presented one of the seminars to the public about growing citrus.  6.  Created a static video slide presentation for the Home and Garden Show. We will also use this presentation at the Yuma County, March 29- Apr 3. The video is a great way to show off the garden, gain new members, and help with fundraising for new projects.  7.  Created QR Codes to use on the kiosk signs in Moody Garden. We also use them as signage for our booth set ups.   8.  Art in the Garden Special Event on Feb 19 was held in Moody Garden, and there was a good turnout of participants and attendees. It is a great community awareness event for us. 9.  Created an MOU between our club and the U of A.   10.  We had much theft and vandalism in the garden this past year, and now we are trying to replace those items that were damaged or stolen.  11.  We are obtaining proposals and bids to create a new handicap-accessible pollinator garden.  12.  Our members enjoyed a brown bag lunch and West Wetlands Nature Walk on        March 15 at the West Wetlands Park. It was a great success. We had MGM members and garden-minded community members in attendance. 13.  Members enjoyed learning how to paint a pot filled with cacti and succulents at the Artsy Fartsy Studio on March 24. It was a fun event and was also a great team-building activity.  
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Pecan Grove Garden Club  
Spring 2022 

 
President:  Cindy Carey, 2520 S. Edgewood Dr., Yuma AZ 85364 (cindycarey21@gmail.com) 
Vice-President:  vacant 
Treasurer:  Sue Ibrahim, 2297 San Marcos Dr., Yuma AZ 85365 (Sue.i@q.com) 
Secretary:  Sarah Carey, 1734 W. 27th St., Yuma AZ 85364  (scarey1@yuma.org)  
 
Meetings:  3rd Tues. @ month, 6 p.m., Main Library, Sept.-May 
 
Members: 18        
 
Club Theme:  To provide education, resources, and networking opportunities promoting the love of 
gardening, civic beautification, floral design and environmental responsibility to members and the public. 
 
Programs: 
Sept.- Business meeting, question and answer session about horticulture 
Oct.-  Business meeting 
Nov.- Business meeting 
Dec.- Members’ Christmas party 
Jan.-  Business meeting 
Feb.- “Making Arrangements with Your Garden Flowers”, Lydia Reibel speaker 
March- Business meeting 
April- Meeting held at DaBoyz  
May- Business meeting 
 
Projects: 
*Built unique birdhouses decorated with recycled objects as our main fundraiser. 
*Sponsored the annual Woodsy Owl and Smokey Bear poster contests. (37 entries) 
*Sponsored the NGC poetry and essay contests. (66 poetry entries) 
*Sold birdhouses at the Yuma Community Bazaar as a fundraiser. 
*Sold birdhouses at Art in the Garden sponsored by MGM Garden Club as a fundraiser. 
*Sold birdhouses at the Home and Garden Show as a fundraiser. 
 
Flower Shows: 
Yuma Co. Fair, Open Horticulture Dept. (Floral Design and Horticulture Divisions) 
*Sponsored a floral design workshop for local Girl Scouts to make flower arrangements to enter in the 
Open Hort. Dept. at the Yuma Co. Fair. 
*Members entered horticulture specimens and potted plants. 
*Members helped set up, man, and take down the show. 
 
Community Service: 
*Sponsored a floral design workshop for local Girl Scouts to create arrangements for the Yuma Co. Fair. 
We furnished materials and vases and taught the girls the basics of flower arranging. 
  
Donations:  
*4 Penny Pines plantations purchased. 
*Donated 4 native trees (AZ Ash) planted at a local park for Arbor Day to help with NGC’s PAT Project. 
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MGM Garden Club (dba digitally, Moodygardenclub.com) 

Spring 2022 Report 

President: Peggy Taylor (resigned) 
New President:  LeAnn Bird,  15373 Sierra Sands Ave., Yuma, AZ 85367  (leannpacbird@gmail.com)  
Vice-President:  Bobi Kress, 6900 S. Strand Ave. #1, Yuma, AZ 85364  (kresshouse@gmail.com)  
Treasurer:  Cathy WilsonShill, 10422 S. Avenida La Primera, Yuma, AZ 85367  (inquescat@yahoo.com)  
Rec. Secretary:  Karen Bowen, 2739 W. Julie Ln., Yuma, AZ 85367 (bowenkaren@ymail.com) 
Corres. Secretary:  Kathy Biver, 13319 E. 36th Pl., Yuma, AZ 85367 (biverk@yahoo.com) 
Historian:  Keylee LeDesma, 8076 ER. Topkea Pl., Yuma, AZ 85365 (kcledesma@gmail.com) 
 
Meetings:  Each Tuesday, 9 a.m., members tend Moody Garden. On the last Tuesday of the month, a 
business meeting is held. 

Club Theme:  To provide the care and growing of the U of A Yuma County Cooperative Extension’s Robert 
J. Moody Demonstration Garden. To provide opportunities for the public to learn what grows in zone 10 
and provide the names of those plants growing in Moody Garden. To provide opportunities for the public 
to meet in the garden and enjoy garden-related activities. 

Number of club members: 40 active, 4 honorary     

Club Projects: 

1.  We have been focusing on our digital presence this year. We created a website (Moodygardenclub.com). It 
contains educational, video, charts, a plant list for the Robert J. Moody Demonstration Garden, member portal and 
our blog. We have increased membership by 8 new members since we introduced our website. 
2.  We have also been active on Facebook (Moody Garden Club) and have seen significant growth in views 
and followers over the past year.  
3.  November 13, 2021 was our annual Pot and Plant Sale, Great success! We ran out of pots and plants.  
4.  Built, installed an irrigation system, and planted vegetables in two new handicap-accessible raised 
beds. We had received money from a grant that assisted us in finishing this project.  
5.  Participated in the Yuma Home and Garden Show, Jan 14-16. We had a booth giving information about 
MGM Garden Club. The event provided volunteer hours for our club members. We also had some plants 
for sale. Club member, Bill Watts, presented one of the seminars to the public about growing citrus.  
6.  Created a static video slide presentation for the Home and Garden Show. We will also use this 
presentation at the Yuma County, March 29- Apr 3. The video is a great way to show off the garden, gain 
new members, and help with fundraising for new projects.  
7.  Created QR Codes to use on the kiosk signs in Moody Garden. We also use them as signage for our 
booth set ups.   
8.  Art in the Garden Special Event on Feb 19 was held in Moody Garden, and there was a good turnout of 
participants and attendees. It is a great community awareness event for us. 
9.  Created an MOU between our club and the U of A.   
10.  We had much theft and vandalism in the garden this past year, and now we are trying to replace 
those items that were damaged or stolen.  
11.  We are obtaining proposals and bids to create a new handicap-accessible pollinator garden.  
12.  Our members enjoyed a brown bag lunch and West Wetlands Nature Walk on        
March 15 at the West Wetlands Park. It was a great success. We had MGM members and garden-minded 
community members in attendance. 
13.  Members enjoyed learning how to paint a pot filled with cacti and succulents at the Artsy Fartsy 
Studio on March 24. It was a fun event and was also a great team-building activity.  
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    Western District - Yuma Garden Club 
 
Co-Presidents: 
Mary Lou Milstead, 14220 S. 6th Ave., Yuma, AZ 85364  (milstead203@gmail.com) 
Lydia Reibel, 13684 E. 48th Dr., Yuma, AZ 85367  (rrroy@hotmail.com)  
2nd Vice-President:  Roberta Adams, 12845 E. 34th St., Yuma, AZ 85367  
(adams3699@roadrunner.com) 
Treasurer:  Dori Weissman, 13803 E. 47th Dr, Yuma, AZ 85367  (weisteddybear@gmail.com) 
Rec. Secretary:  Judi Kirkland, 13716 S. Onammi Ave., Yuma, Az 85367  (judikirkland@msn.com) 
Corres. Secretary:  Trudy Gauntt, 13687 S. Selina Dr., Yuma, AZ 85367  (trudy.12@outlook.com) 
Historian:  Evalona Ackley, 192 S. 5th Ave., Yuma, AZ 85364  (jasperstock@gmail.com) 
 
Meetings:  Second Monday each month at 1 p.m. at various member’s homes. 
 
Club Theme:  The objectives of the club shall be to stimulate interest in and a knowledge of the 
different forms of gardening among amateurs, particularly the building of private gardens and 
the general improvement of home grounds; to aid in the protection of native trees, plants, and 
wildlife; to promote and contribute to gardening projects, civic beautification projects, and any 
other related projects as voted on by the membership.   
 
Members:  22 
 
Programs: 
We have met had various member’s homes and had programs presented by our members 
about container gardening, rose care, and growing citrus and how to prune them. We toured 
the U of A Research Farm by bus with Janine Lane, U of A Coop. Extension Agent, and Bert 
Hernandez, U of A Research Farm Supervisor. They described what was planted at the farm and 
how their research helps local farmers combat crop diseases. 
 
Design Group: 
Our design group meets monthly to learn more about floral design and to work on projects for 
the Open Horticulture Dept. at the Yuma Co. Fair.  
 
Community Service: 
*Pruned and replanted the rose garden at the Yuma Civic Ctr.  
*Maintain the Blue Star Memorial By-Way Marker cactus garden at the Yuma Civic Ctr. 
*Participated in the Yuma Home and Garden Show and sold plants and garden-related crafts. 
*Participated in MGM Garden Club’s Art in the Garden. 
*Assisted Pecan Grove Garden Club with their Girl Scout project that helps scouts make two 
arrangements to enter in the Open Horticulture Dept. at the Yuma Co. Fair. 
*Had a vermiculture display at the Yuma Home and Garden Show and the Health Department’s 
Health Fair. Families could take worms home to start their own worm farm or composting bin. 
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Washington Garden Club Spring Report 2022 
 
Washington Garden Club has been so happy to finally meet in person this year! 
 
In September we learned how to garden while conserving water. 
 
A container planting contest was held in October with a prize for the most creative design. 
 
In November we enjoyed a visit to the Desert Botanical Gardens and lunch 
. 
Our Christmas party brought us together to celebrate the season with lunch and fun and games, 
with gifts and prizes for all. 
 
We are working hard to stay healthy and learned so much from our January speaker. Dr. Jenna Dye. 
She is a Board Certified Naturopathic Physician and avid gardener who shared the ways we can use 
things from our garden to fortify our immune system. 
 
In February our own Kelly Depetro taught us how to raise and propagate succulents. 
 
March finds us enjoying all the new spring plants as we visit valley nurseries and finish up with 
lunch at a restaurant. 
 
The care and enjoyment of houseplants will be the topic for our April meeting. 
 
May brings one of our favorite meetings; a Round Robin of questions and concerns regarding our 
home gardens with answers provided by club members.  We have so many 
knowledgeable members and it is nice to have time to share that knowledge with each other. This 
will be followed by the installation of new officers, awards of State and National lifetime 
memberships and a celebratory club potluck! 
 
We end our year with 24 members. 
 
Glenna Teel 
President 
Washington GC 
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                                               Yuma Orchid and African Violet Society 

Programs: 

Projects: 

Community Service Projects: 

Flower Shows: 

Field Trips: 

Penny Pines: 
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Upcoming Event
Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Call Notice 
88th Annual Meeting 
Valley Garden Center 

1809 North 15th Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85007-1617 
Wednesday, April 20, 2022 

Strategic Plan Break Out Sessions 10 AM  - Lunch 12:00 Noon –  Meeting  1:00 PM 
Memorial Service 2:45 PM - Reception for Club Presidents 3 PM 

 
 

 
Dear State Board Members and Club Presidents, 
 
Welcome to Spring!  The 88th Annual Meeting and the Board of Directors will meet at the Valley Garden 
Center beginning at 10:00 AM on April 20, 2022.  The morning session will be devoted to break out 
sessions for Club Presidents and Board members to prioritize the initiatives identified in the new 
proposed Strategic Plan.  Our clubs are at the center of all that we do, and we want you to play a 
pivotal role in deciding the direction of AFGC. Please come and help us set the agenda for our state 
organization for the next decade.  We have planned a special wine and cheese reception in the garden 
following the Annual Meeting for Club Presidents to meet one another and share ideas. 
 
Lunch will be served at noon.  Please register for the meeting on the attached form and send a 
check in the amount of $20.00 to Josephine Vincze payable to AFGC by  Monday, April 11.  Since this 
is our 88th Annual Meeting, we will need a credentials report and that information will be on the 
registration form.   
 
Board Members please email your reports to me at gardengatedesign@icloud.com, to our President Elect 
Judy Kennedy at jknndy@gmail.com, to the Archivist and Historian, Jamie Dick at jdickfamily@gmail.com, 
and to your District Director at least two (2) weeks prior to the meeting.  Please let me know if you 
wish to give a verbal report at that same time so that it can be added to the final agenda.  I will 
email copies of all reports to members of the Board a few days before the meeting.  District Directors 
should be prepared to give a summary report on activities in their District and all verbal reports by 
members of the Board should be limited to 3 minutes. 
 
The Annual Meeting will include a Memorial Service for AFGC club members whom we have lost this past 
year, and we will have our annual Award presentations, recognizing outstanding achievements in our 
clubs and its members. 
 
Club President’s reports are extremely useful to all AFGC members and will be reported in the next 
Greenleaf so please include any information on your club’s past and future activities or sponsored events 
that you wish to publicize.  Send your club reports to Elisabeth Samuels at elisabeth.salterra@gmail.com . 
 
Please come!  We need the input of thoughtful people across the state in our deliberations as we seek to 
make AFGC a stronger and more vital organization. 
 
Sharon Davis 
AFGC President 
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Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 
88th Annual Meeting, Wednesday, April 20, 2022 

Valley Garden Center, 1809 N. 15th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 
                             
 
Last Name________________________________________  First Name_________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________City___________________State___ 
 
Telephone______________email_________________________     Club__________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Luncheon Choice:  $20 per person 
 ____ Cobb Salad  ____ Chicken & Strawberry Salad ____ Club Croissant Sandwich 
 
Deadline to Register:  Friday, April 11, 2022     Make check out to AFGC and send check and form 
to Josephine Vincze 2512 N. Central Drive, Chandler, AZ 85224. 
 
Welcome Coffee, Muffins and Registration    10:00 a.m.  88th Annual Meeting   1:00 PM 
Strategic Planning Exercise     10:15 AM Memorial Service   2:45 PM 
Lunch       Noon  Club President Reception 3:00 PM 
 
 
Registration Information – Please check all that apply: 
 
__ NGC Board   __ AFGC State Chairman   __ Club Member 
 
__ Pacific Region Board  __ Flower Show Judge    __ National Life Member 
 
__ AFGC State Officer  __ NGC Landscape Design Consultant  __ Pacific Life Member 
 
__ AFGC Past State President __ NGC Gardening Consultant   __ State Life Member 
 
__ District Director  __ Club President    __ 1st Time Attendee 
 
__ Club Delegate  __ Spouse/Guest    __ Other____________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Representation at Annual Meeting:  
A delegate shall be entitled to one (l) vote. 
 
a. Each member shall be entitled to representation at the AFGC's Annual Meeting as follows: 
The President or the Vice-President of a club shall be the first representative, in addition, each club may         
have one (1) delegate for each ten (10) members or major portion thereof.  Six (6) is a major portion. 
   
b. The voting members shall be the elected and appointed AFGC officers, members of the Advisory Board, 
District Directors, presidents of each member club or plant society, officers of NGC who reside within the 
state, former AFGC presidents, chairmen and members of standing committees and accredited delegates 
or their alternates. 
 
c. All other members of AFGC are entitled to attend the meeting with all of the privileges of the meeting,        
except voting. 
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For more on creating soft landings under keystone trees, visit: www.PollinatorsNativePlants.com/softlandings.html



The Greenleaf  //  31



The Mighty Suguaro
Did You Know?

Arizona’s iconic Suguaro is a columnar cactus like totem and Mexican fence 
post.

Live exclusively in the Sonoran Desert.

There spines act as a buffer for both extremely hot and cold temperatures

Grow only 1 to 1.5 inches in the first 8 years of their lives.

Can grow 50 feet tall and weight 3,200 to 4,800 lbs. when fully 

A baby saguaro starts as a tiny, tiny plant.

Suguaros don’t start branching until they are 20 to 30 years old.

At that same time, they become sexually mature and start producing flowers 
and fruits.

Only grow in the Sonoran Desert
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