
his year, like no other, 
has given us much to be 
thankful for – our fami-
lies, our friends and our 
colleagues in the gar-

dening world.  The AFGC Board is 
particularly grateful for the extraor-
dinary work of Amy Emary and Rea 
Heesch, who chaired our fundrais-
er, “Magical”, in early December.  

It was such fun to see so many of 
you (116!) at this very festive and 
successful event.   We had mem-
bers from every region in the state 
-- Kingman, Sedona, Tucson, Phoe-
nix and Yuma!  The tables at Mc-
Cormick Ranch Golf Club were 
decorated with wonderful Santa 
hat centerpieces, goodies supplied 
by Washington Garden Club, and 
the perimeter of the room was filled 

with wonderful things to buy or bid 
on.  We had a holiday boutique ably 
chaired by Millie Wilson, a con-
tainer sale by Beth Kirkpatrick and 
Renee Waite, a Basket Raffle man-
aged by three chairs Evie Campbell, 
Barbara Mlnarik and Diane Davis, 
a 50/25/25 raffle orchestrated by 
Rosemary Wade, and a Silent Auc-
tion co-chaired by Carol Parrott and 
Mickie Rustad.  Guests were greet-
ed with morning coffee and snacks 
beautifully presented by Christine 
Morgan and Susan Salembier.  Af-
ter a lovely luncheon catered by Mc-
Cormick Ranch, a lovely style show 
by Corine’s of Scottsdale was nar-
rated by Marilyn Stone, with AFGC 
models Sherry Baer, Marcie Brooks, 
Barb Brumley, Jeanne Davis, Helen 
Griller, Buff Harrington, Judy Ken-
nedy, Aurien Priess, Lucy Samuels 

The Greenleaf 

T

Fall
Oct 2021

A member of National Garden Club and Pacific Region Garden Clubs

Winter
What’s Inside

Page 1-2
Presidents Letter 

Page 3-8
Member Profiles

Page 9
Membership

Page 10
MGM Garden Club

Page 12
Butterfly Garden

Page 14
Tempe Garden Club

Page 16
Magical Fundraiser

Winter 2021

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs



Sharon Davis
Arizona Federation of Garden 

Clubs, Inc.

2 // The Greenleaf

and Judy Shelton professionally modeling the beautiful outfitsthatbrought the day’s festivities to a close.

All of the publicity materials were created by Elisabeth Samuels, and the ticket sales and financial reports were 
ably managed by our Treasurer, Josephine Vincze. 

In addition to great conversation and good food, a number of us got to take home wonderful treasures, including 
the fantastic baskets donated by garden clubs throughout the state, containers donated by Elaine Gunderson, 
and an origami money tree made by Adam Puleo.  I’m also delighted to report that thanks to the generosity of our 
members we raised $6,496.33 for AFGC!  This fundraiser will be very helpful in ensuring that we can support our 
current activities, including scholarships into the future.

All in all, a wonderful day! My sense in talking to everyone was the universal feeling that it after the past two years 
of Covid, it was really nice to be together again.

This fall, I had an opportunity to look at a number of club Yearbooks and was so impressed by all of the activities 
planned by garden clubs this year throughout the state.  Hands on programs, garden tours and educational expe-
riences are at the center of every club.  In addition, National Garden Clubs offered Gardening School for the first 
time on Zoom and six Arizona members, along with 70 others throughout the nation, joined in and completed 
Course 1.  This experiment at the national level will be repeated for the other Gardening School courses and is cre-
ating a model for more courses in other disciplines.  Exciting news for our state, where distances are challenging.

Enjoy the holidays with your families and friends – we have much to celebrate this year!



“Gardening is in my blood,” says Sharon with a laugh.  “My grandmother had a beautiful flower garden, 
which had been laid out in a classical design by my uncle, and I remember wandering up, down and 
around all of the beds as a small child.  On the other end of the spectrum, my father was a vegetable 
gardener, with an acre under cultivation in my hometown of Skaneateles (New York).   Thinking back 
now, my mother was probably not as enthusiastic about gardening, since her summers were full of 
canning or preserving most of what was grown.”

But the seeds were sown, so to speak.  Sharon spent most of her adulthood engaged in gardening in 
one form or another, and following her career in university fundraising in Massachusetts, she pursued 
a landscape design degree at the Landscape Institute at Harvard.  “Melding my joint interests in gar-
dening and design has led to so many other opportunities for me.”  First, it led to designing a Healing 
Garden for the Senior Center in Orleans, a small Cape Cod community, where she spends her sum-
mers.  And her interest in native plants and conservation led her to serving as a Trustee of the Orleans 
Conservation Trust.  “Unlike in Arizona, where the land seems open and endless, in New England we 
have to fight to preserve as much as we can from development,” she says.  

And her interest in design led her to the National Garden Club’s Flower Show School, where she has 
both exhibited and judged in Massachusetts and Arizona Flower Shows.  Judging in AZ has exposed 
her to the plants unique to the Southwest.  “It is such fun and educational to discover a whole new 
plant universe here,” she exclaims.  

Now, after serving in numerous volunteer leadership roles, she is focused on leading the Arizona Fed-
eration of Garden Clubs.  “It is such a pleasure to work with so many accomplished, intelligent indi-
viduals in furthering the mission of our diverse range of clubs,” she commented recently.  “We have so 
much we can learn from one another through our shared love of gardens.”

Member Profile: Sharon Davis



My first encounter with “floral design” was making woven May Day baskets out of construc-
tion paper and filling them with tulips, violets and whatever flowers could be plucked from our 
(or a nearby) yard.  My friends and I would hang them on neighbor’s doors, ring the bell and 
run.  It was so much fun to see the surprise and delight when they were discovered.  I’ve never 
lost this love of putting together beautiful flowers for the enjoyment of others. 

Dirt gardening, however, was never one of my passions.  Growing up in Denver and Colorado 
Springs, we usually had a small garden with corn, some vegetables, a few fruit trees and vari-
ous flowers.  Wheat, however, was the main family crop grown near my grandfather’s home in 
northeastern Colorado.  (This was not particularly interesting to me).    

After leaving Colorado and moving around with no time – or space – to grow anything, I land-
ed in California as a computer programmer (the big machines) and discovered you can grow 
just about anything there!  Ultimately ending up in New York about an hour north of Manhat-
tan, it was quite the opposite.  What a challenge in our heavily wooded yard with minimal 
sunshine and no deer fencing.  Looking for guidance, I joined a local garden club which also 
reignited my love of design.  At my husband’s urging, I enrolled in the New York Botanical 
Garden’s course for a Certificate in Floral Design.  I also joined fellow garden club members 
in attending NGC’s Flower Show School.  Although sometimes stressful, I continue to enjoy 
entering and judging flower shows.  

Moving to Payson, Arizona with an elevation of 5000’ has 
presented new and different challenges.  (Plenty of sunshine – 
also elk)!  Learning about “seasons” and plants unique to this 
area is an ongoing education.  The one constant, however, has 
been the friendliness and warmth of garden club members 
wherever I’ve lived!    

Member Profile: Judy Kennedy



Renee Waite, Assistance Treasurer and Event Calendar Chairman

Renee is a master flower show judge and enthusiastic flower show ex-
hibitor. She served on the Philadelphia Flower Show committee  for 10 
years and was the Chair of the Arrangement Classes  for the 2012 and 
2013 shows.   She moved to Arizona in 2017 and is a member of Desert 
Designers and Weeders Garden Club.  

Renee is also a big garden railroad enthusiast. When her son was just 
4 years old, she and her son were members of the South Jersey Garden 
Railroad Society. Renee put together a small outdoor track in her garden 
in NJ and ran the trains through the winter snow.

Member Profile: Renee Waite

Member Profile: Leta Searcy
Farm girl from Nebraska and lived 18 years in the Los Angeles area before settling 
in Phoenix.
Garden club member since 2001.
Spent one summer working as a nurse’s aid at a retirement home in New Jersey.



6// The Greenleaf

Member Profile: Kim Rosenlof

Hello, I’m Kim Rosenlof. As a member of AFGC since 2017, I’ve already served sev-
eral roles at the club and state level. For Tempe Garden Club, I served as president 
from 2017-2020 and as treasurer since. For AFGC, I’ve been the Yearbook Editor 
since 2019, served one year as Publicity Chair (admittedly not doing much since it 
was during COVID), ran AFGC’s Maricopa County Home and Garden Show booth 
for two years, am currently chair of the ad hoc Strategic Planning Committee, and 
now Co-chair of the 2023 Convention (C23). I’m also a certified Maricopa County 
Master Gardener and a board member of the Arizona Herb Association. 

As a self-employed aviation writer and marketing communications professional 
since 1999, I’ve written several books for various companies, but none have my 
byline since they are all technical manuals. I do have about 300 bylines on magazine 
articles in about 25 different magazines, nearly all of which are aviation-related publications. I’m also an Associ-
ate Fellow in the Society of Technical Communication and was the STC Phoenix Chapter president for three years 
from 2013-2015.

I am an FAA-certificated private pilot in small aircraft and hot air balloons, 2010 Ironman Arizona finisher, and 
ride a Harley-Davidson Sportster 883. I’ve finished marathon or half marathon races on four continents.

Occasionally I get to garden in my backyard where I have three raised beds and a greenhouse. Currently my hus-
band and I have two dogs and two chickens, which serve as our substitutes for kids. Both Dean and I are from 
Wisconsin and we own an 80-acre farm in the northern part of the state that has been in Dean’s family for more 
than 120 years.
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I grew up just outside of Montreal. In 1960  I graduated from the Univer-
sity of Vermont where I met my husband of 60 years. We raised our fam-
ily in Woodbridge ,Connecticut where I was a teacher. In Connecticut  we 
dismantled a circa 1750 house and reassemble it in another part of town 
away from the highway. We did most of the work ourselves. In 1992 we 
retired to Sedona AZ. It was there that I joined a Garden Club for the first 
time becoming a charter member of the Sedona Area Garden Club.
I love color !

Member Profile: Buff Harrington

Member Profile: Linda Larson
Linda Larson is Chair of the Scholarship Committee. A faculty emeritus of Mesa 
Community College teaching in the  Communication and Libary /Media Services 
departments for 33 years. A garden club member since 2008 and a lifelong gar-
dener, she is always looking for flowers. For over a decade Linda has been explor-
ing the world through gardens. Wandering through over 900 gardens on four 
continents, in 35 countries and 50 US states, she shares her insight and discoveries 
through her blog, A Traveling Gardener, wandering, wondering and noticing. . .
Her first job out of college was as a media specialist for Project SUN in Cortez, CO, 
where she published and printed on an offset press elementary language booklets 
in Spanish, Ute, and Navajo languages.
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Karen Bowen, W. Dist. Director, Bio
  I have been in Western District garden clubs since retiring from 
teaching. Having a mom who was very active in Parker’s gar-
den club made it an easy decision to join a club once I was not 
working full-time. It has been a rewarding experience meeting 
so many wonderful men and women in our local garden clubs. 
Improving my floral design techniques has also been a fun 
experience through the years. Since high school, I have entered 
floral designs at fair flower shows; and now, many years later, 
I’m still entering! My latest position as Western District Director 
has given me the opportunity to meet so many wonderful offic-
ers at the state level. Garden clubs attract the most interesting 
people!

Member Profile: Karen Bowen
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Membership
Lenda Sundene, Membership
Resides in Washington and Arizona, retired Corporate 

Legal Assistant with a degree in Interior Design, student of 

Ikebana, currently serving on Pacific Regional Board, Past 

President of Issaquah Garden Club, and lst Assistant Direc-

tor of ELWD; NGC Accredited Flower Show Judge. Most un-

known info:  one of the first designers for 

Microsoft headquarters in Redmond, Washington.

What to do, LET’S GROW
Bring a guest to meetings, invite family members too
Make prospective members feel important
Provide guest information packets with brochures
Have a special guest day
Have a reward program for those who bring a new member
Provide guests with a free meal
Recognize new members in the newsletter 
Send newsletter to guests
Ask every member to submit 3 prospects to the membership 
chair
Repeatedly invite prospective members
Provide a welcome letter from your club president for all new 
members
Share your club excitement and experience with others
Use word of mouth
Print club business cards with club meeting location and 
time

Build a club WEBSITE to inform, and invite new members.



Peggy Taylor, 
MGM President

MGM Garden Club

MGM Garden Club…Off and Running

  MGM Garden Club, located in Yuma, AZ,  has been busy improving the Robert J. Moody Dem-
onstration Garden which we maintain. It is a two-acre botanical garden that shows the public 
many plants that can be grown in our area. 
  In October, we removed two raised vegetable beds from the garden and had beautiful new 
ones constructed from cement block. Robert Rolle, a wonderful builder, volunteered his ser-
vices to construct the beds. 
  Once built, Yuma Desert Compost donated a dump truck filled with rich compost and also 
supplied their family crew and employees to help load wheelbarrows filled with compost and 
move them to the beds.
  With MGM members and their husbands, master gardener students, and Yuma Desert Com-
post employees and family members working together, the job of filling the two beds was 
completed in a few hours. Janine Lane, U of A Co. Extension Agent, along with MGM members, 
installed a drip irrigation system. Vegetables were planted; and the beds are looking great, 
ready to show the public some of the winter vegetables Yuma is noted for growing.
  Our fall pot and plant sale was a huge success. Plants grown by club members, decorated 
chairs with pots of plants attached, painted carts for hauling gardening tools, and beautiful ter-
ra cotta pots donated by local businesswoman, Yvonne Peach, were all snatched up by eager 
gardeners. Funds from the sale will help maintain the garden.
  Since September, we have added new members, making our membership 31.
  Our members enjoy working each Tuesday morning in the garden and love the opportunity to 
play with nature. Such fun!
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Photo by Karen Bowen
#1  This fall, MGM Garden Club members and husbands, master gardener students, and Yuma Desert Compost 
employees and family members worked together to fill two raised vegetable beds in the Robert J. Moody Dem-
onstration Garden maintained by the club. Vegetables were planted to show the public what they can grow this 
winter. 
Photo by Carla van Traa
#2  The club’s pot and plant sale was a great success. These cute plant holders made by club members didn’t 
last long at the sale.
Photo by Karen Bowen
#3  Robert J. Moody Demonstration Garden is a two-acre botanical garden maintained by MGM Garden Club. It 
shows the public many plants that grow well in the desert southwest.
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Plant a Butterfly Garden
  U.S. and Canada are divided into twelve distinct butter-
fly regions. In each region you will find certain species of 
butterflies. Our region is called the “Sonoran Region” that 
is known for its desert climate. A large part of this region 
has hot dry summers, monsoon summer rains and mild 
winters.
  Butterflies found throughout the Sonoran Region include 
Pipevine Swallowtail, Black Swallowtail, Giant Swallow-
tail, Checkered White, Cabbage White, Southwestern 
Orangetip, Orange Sulphur, Great Purple Hairstreak, Gray 
Hairstreak, Marine Blue, Gulf Fritillary, American Snout, Mourning Cloak, Common Buckeye, Viceroy, Monarch, 
Queen and Spring Azure.
  The majority of butterfly species in the Sonoran Region stay in close proximity to their larval plant sources. 
Some species, however, move about at a particular season, while others move any time throughout their lives. A 
few, such as the Monarch, migrate through Arizona on their way to their winter and summer habitats. 
  Trees to attract butterflies include acacia, desert willow and mesquite. Shrubs include Shaw’s century plant, 
bee bush, butterfly bush, little leaf cordia, claret-cup cactus, desert lavender, globe mallow,  Perry penstemon, 
little leaf sumac, desert broom, pink and red fairy duster, bush dalea, brittlebush and chuparosa.
  Perennials include desert marigold, Gooding’s verbena, desert milkweed, showy milkweed, southwestern 

Karen Bowen
AFGC Horticulture Chairman

Plant a Butterfly Garden 
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vervain, Mexican plumbago, goldeneyes and dwarf white zinnia. Annuals include Arizona poppy, arroyo lupine, 
cherry red sage, desert bluebell, five spot and golden dyssodia.
  Host plants for butterfly larvae to feed on include Fremont cottonwood, acacia, netleaf hackberry, citrus, mes-
quite, milkweed, desert senna, wild sunflowers, globe mallow and sunflowers. 
  Butterflies are present year-round in the Sonoran Region but peak from March through November. Trees and 
shrubs provide shade for butterflies during hot summer months and a warm microclimate in winter to protect 
them from strong winds. 
  To plant a butterfly garden, choose a sunny location, group plants in masses using colorful, fragrant flowers 
that will attract butterflies. Plant some flat-top flowers that are easy for butterflies to land on and sip nectar. Yel-
low, orange, red and pink flowers are most attractive to butterflies. 
  Plant flowers with different blooming times to ensure nectar year-round. Plant shrubs as windbreaks in your 
garden. Include larval plants for different butterfly species. Provide flat rocks for butterflies to rest and bask in 
the sun and a puddle of damp soil for them to sip water and take in salts. 
  With a little planning, your butterfly garden will have plenty of butterfly visitors.

Photos by Karen Bowen

Globe mallow’s bright-orange blooms are a favorite for butterflies.

Monarchs migrate through Arizona on their way to their winter grounds in Mexico. Milkweed provides food for their larvae.

Desert marigold is a native plant whose colorful blooms are food for many species of butterflies.
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By Sue Mogan, Tempe Garden Club president 

Event Date: 
November 7, 2021 

Location:  
Tempe Garden Club Pavilion at Tempe Beach Park     

Tempe Garden Club History:  
Founded and federated in 1936, we had been 
established with a mission to beautify Tempe, 
which at the time was a town of less than 3,000 
people with few paved streets.  

 

 

Tempe 150 Event:  
It was a beautiful fall day for Tempe Garden Club to showcase our club to the city during the Tempe 150 
event. We had a whole new look with a new logo, banner, t-shirts and aprons and we were proud to be able to 
use our own TGC Pavilion—the club had donated $25,000 to the city in 2005 for the pavilion and celebrated its 
opening in 2007—as a booth during the event.  
 
About two dozen other booths were spread across the park to either side of our booth, but many attendees 
said that our booth was by far the most active and attractive thanks to the nearly 100 plants of various varieties 
donated by our members for sale. TGC president Sue Mogan brought blue elf aloes, vice president Maureen 
Decindis brought seed packets, secretary Karen Lyman brought kalanchoes, treasurer Kim Rosenlof brought 
pansies and petunias, Connie Vizcarra brought spider plants, and Steve Sheard brought rooted fig tree 
cuttings, amaryllis bulbs, and aloe veras.  
 
We had quite a few accessories for sale also. Annette Cordova donated handmade greeting cards with floral 
themes, Jeanne Davis brought scented soy candles made by her daughter, Karen Lyman brought homemade 
mushroom bags and corn bags made out of men’s dress shirts, and Winona Castrillo brought an assortment of 
plant stands, tool totes, reusable tote bags, and garden aprons.  
 
The membership table included a sign-up list, brochures and club event calendars, membership forms, and a 
number of desert gardening books to help answer the many questions we were asked throughout the day. The 
club gained three members who paid on the spot thanks to our new Venmo and PayPal accounts with QR 
codes. The two services together netted over $200 in sales, and we would have sold more had our credit card 
swipe equipment came in on time.  
 
While the adults shopped, the kids played garden-themed games in the back of the booth. Winona and Karen 
had worked together to create egg-carton seed guessing games and a felt “garden” where kids guessed the 
vegetable based on its leaves. Pretty crafty! Kids and adults alike also made self-watering terrariums out of 
pre-prepped 20 oz. plastic water bottles. 
 
EEvveenntt  RReessuullttss::  

 

TTeemmppee  115500  
Tempe Garden Club Participates in the 150th 

Anniversary of the City of Tempe 
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• Successful fundraiser and advertisement for Tempe Garden Club. 

• Our club gained 3 new members! 

• The club will also be following up with 20 individuals interested in gardening throughout the city. 
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