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or many of us, the past
18 months was an endless cycle of hope and
despair as we waited for
a COVID vaccine to be
developed, approved, and given to
each of us. Most of us received our
vaccine last spring, and now feel
comfortable enjoying the company
of friends and family. For AFGC, it
will allow us to hold Board meetings and make plans for the future
of our vital organization.
To Shakespeare’s Hamlet, the question was “To be or not to be?” As
AFGC launches our strategic planning process, the central question
is “What do we want to be?” Ably
led by Kim Rosenlof, the Strategic
Planning Committee has met over
the past few months to identify the

strengths, challenges and risks to
our state organization and local
garden clubs. Kim’s committee is
composed of garden club members across the state and include
Cauleen Autrey, Adrien Preiss, Jennifer Moreland, Karen Bowen, Judy
Kennedy. All of them are energized
and ready to tackle the future of
AFGC.
Having “fresh eyes” on how and
what we want to be is invigorating, to say the least. In the coming
months, we will be asking clubs to
help us define what we, and they,
need and begin laying out a roadmap on how to get there. We want
everyone’s opinion! To that end, in
the coming weeks we will be sending out a survey to each of you to
gather your input and suggestions.
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To be a stronger organization, we will need seasoned as well as fresh volunteers. We know there will be lots of opportunities for members to participate and we hope you will be one of them.
During the pandemic, most of us took refuge in the wonder of nature. For
me, I had time to sit outside and observe nature at a slower pace than my
usual frenetic gardening allows. On one occasion, I was resting in a red
Adirondack chair in the woodland close to home and leaned back to look
up when I heard some buzzing over my head. Lo and behold, a tiny hummingbird landed on a branch overhead before hopping into a miniscule
nest the size of a silver dollar. The hummingbird stayed there for a short
while then flew away before returning a few minutes later to re-sit on the
nest. This behavior reoccurred over and over for the 20 minutes I sat in the
chair. Observing birds and insects reminds us of the critical role pollinators play in nature’s ecosystem, which is disappearing at an alarming pace.
Devastating fires and excessive heat are endemic to the Southwest now
and will become more intense in the coming decades. We humans feel it,
and so do all of the other creatures that share our planet.
Most pollinators do their work in a small geographic area and if they are unable to find food their numbers
rapidly diminish. What if we could connect all the home gardens in towns across Arizona in support of pollinators and allow individuals to link their pollinator friendly gardens with other like-minded folks? My goal for the
next two years is to encourage and support clubs and individuals who want to create such a pollinator pathway.
Through our combined efforts, we can create corridors of native trees, shrubs and flowers that birds, bees, butterflies, and other insects can rely on as they travethroughout Arizona regions. Education is key to the success
of the pathway – towns, businesses, organizations, and home gardeners need to partner in creating pollinator
friendly landscapes. Once educated, we need
to engage them in the project and demonstrate the beauty of such gardens regionally.
We must all work to sustain wildlife with native plants, if we are to survive on a rapidly
changing planet. I hope you will be an enthusiastic participant in this project as it unfolds
in the coming months.
Best

Sharon Davis

Arizona Federation of Garden
Clubs, Inc.
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Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
Call Notice
Board of Directors Meeting
Valley Garden Center
1809 North 15th
Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85007-1617
October 27, 2021
Lunch 12:00 Noon – Presentation 12:45 - Meeting 1:30 PM
If you wish to have lunch, please send a check in the amount of $17.00 to Diane
Davis payable to AFGC by Friday, October 22, 2021.
Please RSVP to Diane by October 15th
if you plan to attend the meeting but do not want lunch.
Diane’s address is 1216 E. Acoma Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85022 and her email is
dianeedavis3@gmail.com
Please make every effort to attend the Board of Directors meeting. We need the
input of thoughtful people in our deliberations to guide us as we seek to make
AFGC a strong and vital organization.
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Know Your Arizona Insects
Karen Bowen,
Chairman Birds, Bees & Butterflies
Tarantula Hawk Wasp, Pepsis thisbe
Identification: One of the largest wasps, growing up to two inches in length. Bluishblack body with bright-orange wings. Its orange and black coloring warns predators of
the female’s deadly sting. Hooked claws on feet are used for gripping its prey. Males
have straight antennae, while females have curled antennae.
Diet: Feeds on nectar of desert plants, such as desert milkweed and mesquite blossoms. Eats fermented fruit from desert cacti.
Range: Found on every continent except Europe and Antarctica. In the U.S., it is found
in the desert southwest.
Behavior: This insect gets its name from the behavior of the female. The female stings
a tarantula and paralyzes it. The tarantula is then drug into a prepared burrow where the
female lays a single egg on the spider’s abdomen. The female leaves the burrow and
covers up the entrance. When the egg hatches, the larva feeds on the live tarantula until
it forms a pupa. After several weeks as a pupa, the adult wasp emerges. Fertilized eggs
become adult females, and unfertilized eggs become adult males.
Photos: #1 Karen Bowen #2 National Park Photo
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Sedona Area Garden Club
Peggy Ahola
Sedona Area Garden Club President

Our club continued meeting during the Covid year of 2020-2021.
Harriet Jack was our president that year and made arrangements for either zoom meetings, outdoor field trips, or meetings held at larger meeting spaces that provided social
distancing. We did not meet in private homes or share food or beverage as we had in
the past.
This year we will continue the same practices but instead of zoom we are trying to
stream our meetings on our club Facebook page. We are doing the best we can to keep
our club active and connected.
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Cerbat Garden Club
Joann Olson
Cerbat Garden Club President

The Cerbat Garden Club Officers met throughout the summer planning and gearing up
for a busy and productive new year. Many sessions set the guidelines for upcoming
events that will further our goal to enhance our membership and better serve our community.
The CGC has re-embraced the “Membership Matters” theme. The club now
boasts a membership of 30 active members and it is growing each month. We have a
full slate of activities and programs planned for this year.
•
Mohave County Fair booth and entries
•
Annual Fundraiser Luncheon “Desert Colors”, featuring guest speaker
Carrie Cannon and her presentation “For the Love of Turquoise”, also our multiple
gift basket raffle
•
Blue Star Memorial Highway marker project
•
Community Garden providing cut flowers for our Horticulture Therapy program
•
Monthly programs and outings as listed in our new yearbook-directory.
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Semi-annual plant sales

Holiday care packages for
local shelter

Civic Beautification project grounds
care of historic downtown
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Sharon Jessup
A Sweet Good-Bye to a Special Member
Karen Bowen,
Western District Director

On February 26, Western District garden clubs gathered in the Robert J. Moody Demonstration
Garden to honor long-time garden club member, Sharon Jessup. Sharon has been an active
member of Pecan Grove Garden Club for over thirty years and held every club office several
times.
Through the years, Sharon and Pecan Grove Garden Club members collaborated with Yuma
Parks and Recreation to complete landscaping projects at city parks and local schools. Parks
and Recreation personnel would come up with projects they needed help funding, and Sharon
was always on hand to assist Pecan Grove Garden Club in raising the needed money.
Besides participating in her club’s numerous community landscaping projects, Sharon also
found time to create fabulous educational displays for the annual Home and Garden Show.
The public looked forward to her awesome display of nuts, seeds and cones collected during
her world travels as an Army wife. Other years, she scoured Yuma’s citrus orchards, as well as
personal gardens, to create a display showing every type of citrus grown in Yuma.
Each summer, in her air-conditioned “she-shed”, Sharon cut out and constructed over 100
birdhouses which Pecan Grove Garden Club members painted and decorated as their main
fundraising project. Many birdhouses were attached to old garden tools, while others were
built to sit on a chair or table in a garden. This past summer, Sharon built 150 birdhouses!
“We have loved having Sharon in our club and will miss her sweet smile and bubbly personality,” said Cindy Carey, PGGC president. “It just won’t be the same not having Sharon here to
cheer us on when we are in the midst of planting trees in a park. Now, someone else is going
to have to learn how to run a power saw to construct our birdhouses!”
To recognize Sharon’s dedicated service, Pecan Grove Garden Club purchased metal flowers
and a plaque that were “planted” at the south end of the Children’s Garden in the Robert J.
Moody Demonstration Garden. MGM Garden Club planted a popcorn acacia in her honor, as
well.
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For her decades of service as a leader
in both Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts,
Western District presented Sharon
with a certificate stating funds were
donated to the Yuma Girl Scout
organization in her honor.
Sharon’s enthusiasm and love of life
inspires all who know her. Once settled near her daughter in Granbury,
Texas, it won’t be long before she will
be organizing a group to plant a tree at
a local school or teaching Girl Scouts
about native plants found in Texas.
Sharon is a special lady who lives life
in full bloom, no matter where she is
planted.

Photos by Karen Bowen
#1 Sharon Jessup retired this year from Pecan Grove Garden Club. During her more than thirty years as a club
member, she cut out and constructed hundreds of birdhouses as the club’s main fundraising project. This year, she
moved to Texas to be close to her daughter. She will be missed by all her Western District garden club friends.
#2 Sharon was a longtime leader of both Boy
Scout and Girl Scout
troops. Here, she is presenting a program about
native plants to a group
of Girl Scouts. Sophia
Echols, Brownie Scout,
is grinding mesquite
beans into flour, just as
Native Americans once
did.
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Weeders Pollinator Garden
in Chandler, Arizona
by Pat Murrish
Queen Butterfly

Weeders Garden Club dedicated a pollinator garden on April
18, 2018. The 2000 square foot garden is located at the Chandler Museum Ranch in Tumbleweed Park, Chandler, Arizona.
Objectives included using native plants to attract pollinators
(beetles, moths, bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds) that are
native to the area or migrate through seasonally and using
signage to educate the community about the importance of
pollinators living in our yards. The garden has been featured
on tours by the Audubon Society, Girl Scouts, visit from other
garden clubs and at community festivals. Garden maintenance is done by club members.
The project was planned by a committee of 12 club members who met periodically for 10 months before presenting our plan to the Director of Education at the Chandler Museum for approval. Site preparation was done
by park maintenance and a club-paid landscape company.
The path through the center of the garden was paid for by a club fund raiser–selling engraved pavers to be part
of the garden, an AFGC award and a donation from the club treasury.

Queen Butterflies on Blue Mist
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Garden Summer 2021

The site was prepared and amended by garden club members. Most of the plants were donated by club
members, community nurseries and the Desert
We kept busy during the pandemic enhancing the plantings and doing general maintenance on the garden,
while maintaining social distance and staying safe. It is so satisfying to visit the garden now that it has reached
maturity. It is a registered Monarch Way station and a Certified Wildlife Habitat.
Photos: Pat Murrish

Garden Dedication 4.18.18

Membership
by Lenda Sundene

Invite, Invite, Invite
Growing Club membership is a JOY,
Planning, organizing, leading, O ’BOY,
Retaining current members is vital
Without them, the future is frightful,
Create great programs, field trips and such
Excitement, fun, joy results in much
Love your members with great care
Surprise, inspire, nurture, all if you dare
Today is the time , please act real soon
Invite, deliver and share the bloom
Members will join and bring their zest
Adding skills, enthusiasm and their best
Your club will grow with such delight
All because of you and your hearty might
Always remember to, “INVITE, INVITE, INVITE!”
Our Guests add sparkle and most don’t bite.
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Alta Vista
Stephen Brubaker,
President, Alta Vista Garden Club
For our officer installation, Alta Vista Garden Club
rented a ramada in a city park overlooking
Goldwater Lake. The weather that May afternoon
was perfect, and even though our caterer canceled
on us and we had to bring our own lunches, we had
a marvelous time. The cost of doing this,
unfortunately, prohibits us from doing this more
than once or twice per year.
The rest of the time, over the last 14 months, we
have met via Zoom Meeting. This has left a few
members out, and we are all really looking forward
to meeting together again in person. Unfortunately
we have yet to find a meeting space that works as
well for us as the one we had before covid.
Donna Meyer, interim VP at her installation.
I should say that we have a very imaginative and active Gardener’s Day Out committee and they organized
events such as a meeting at the Courthouse where people brought lawn chairs and sat six feet apart beneath the
elms on the Courthouse Square, ate lunch, and exchanged stories.
People who dared, had lunch together after touring a local park. So in-person, face-to-face events have gone on;
but they have been voluntary. Those with special health concerns would not be required to attend as they would
normal meetings.
Even though Zoom is far less than perfect, we did - by some combo of accident and design - a few things that
made it pretty comfy. We had everyone use video. So each person could see every other person. We allowed
people to stay unmuted until there was a problem like a family member making too much noise. We were not
overly formal about raising hands to say something, but we did try to show respect. This preserved a cherished
quality of informality of our regular meetings.
One of the wonderful side benefits of Zoom is the ability to record with the click of a button. We snagged this
very informative presentation on roses after one member asked us to record it because she would miss the
meeting.
https://youtu.be/OaOb6sRh6z8 Emily Lane’s April 27th Zoom Presentation – All About Roses
(Hope this works. See also https://altavistagardenclub.org/category/presentation-slides/ Video - Emily Lane’s
All About Roses )
There are members who very much dislike Zoom, and there are ones who appreciate its convenience. For getting
business done it is extremely convenient. For talking one-on-one to a lot of people, not so much. The ability to
break out into groups of two or three that one gets at real meetings is a crucial element of live meetings. We have
not yet started to work with this via Zoom’s Meeting Rooms feature; but it is clear that being able to do this is
essential to capturing an essential friendly quality of in-person meetings.
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A Blue Star Memorial
By-Way Marker
Karen Bowen,
Western District Director
Blue Star By-Way Memorial Marker Dedicated in Yuma, Arizona
Federated Garden Clubs of America, Inc. has honored our armed forces with the Blue Star Memorial
Marker Program since 1944 when the New Jersey State Council of Garden Clubs voted to beautify a
stretch of U.S. Highway 22 with 8,000 dogwood trees in memory of servicemen and women who gave
their lives during WWI and WWII.
The New Jersey Legislature voted to name this piece of highway the “Blue Star Drive” in honor of the
blue star banners hung in windows of families who had loved ones serving in the military during both
world wars.
In 1945, the project was approved for all garden clubs with the goal of creating a “ribbon of living
memorial plantings traversing every state”. The project was named the Blue Star Memorial Highway
Program.
Throughout the years since that first project, garden clubs have continued placing Blue Star Memorial
Highway Markers along our nation’s highways, Blue Star Memorial Markers in veterans’ cemeteries,
veterans’ hospitals, and other appropriate civic and historical locations, and Blue Star Memorial ByWay Markers in city parks and other appropriate civic and historical locations.
On March 14, 2021, MGM Garden Club, in Yuma, Arizona, dedicated a Blue Star Memorial By-Way
Marker at the entrance to the Robert J. Moody Demonstration Garden. Because of covid restrictions,
the dedication was attended by a small group and the ceremony was shortened.
MGM President Peggy Taylor led the dedication, Cathy WilsonShill gave the invocation, Wendy Turner
sang the National Anthem and God Bless America, Karen Bowen explained the history of the Blue
Star Banner and the Blue Star Memorial Marker program, and Peggy Taylor dedicated the marker.
“We wanted to place a marker in Moody Garden because of our club’s love of America and to honor
all our military. When the public visits the garden and reads the plaque, we hope they will stop for a
moment and reflect upon the great sacrifices our armed forces have made and are still making to defend our country,” said Peggy Taylor, MGM president.
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“MGM Garden Club maintains the garden for the public to enjoy and learn what plants grow well in
Yuma,” said Cathy WilsonShill, MGM treasurer. “It is the perfect location to take a walk or sit and have
lunch at one of our picnic tables. We are grateful to our armed forces and are proud to honor them
with a Blue Star Memorial By-Way Marker.”
IMAC Rock and Landscaping Co. in Yuma graciously donated the impressive boulder the plaque rests
on.
In these difficult times, it is good to remember what someone once said, “It is the soldier, not the
reporter, who preserves freedom of the press. The soldier, not the poet, who preserves freedom of
speech. The soldier, not the campus organizer, who preserves freedom to demonstrate. The soldier,
not the pastor, who preserves freedom of religion. The soldier, not the Congressman, who preserves
freedom to vote. It is the soldier who protects our flag and our way of life, who serves beneath our flag
and whose coffin is draped with our flag.”

America’s Soldiers
America’s soldiers
Standing tall,
In line, in rank,
Protecting us all.
They took an oath to guard our land,
And the people here, so we can stand
To salute the flag as it passes by,
Waving in the breeze, held on high.
To go to church and silently pray,
And speak our minds, no fear to say
Or write our thoughts as we care to choose,
Our freedoms were bought by those who knew
The price would be high,
Their life might end,
On a battlefield or around the bend
On a war-torn street in Afghanistan,
Or in some other far-off land.
America’s soldiers,
So brave and true,
Defend America,
‘neath the red, white, and blue.
--Karen Bowen
Photos by Karen Bowen
#1 MGM Garden Club dedicated a Blue Star Memorial By-Way Marker on March 14, 2021, at the Robert J.
Moody Demonstration Garden in Yuma, AZ.
#2 Members of MGM Garden Club at the dedication
ceremony included Ruth Ann Maguire, Don Maguire,
Kathy Biver, Karen Bowen, Cathy WilsonShill, Peggy
Taylor, Becky Pattison and Marianne Newton.
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Desert Pointe Garden Club
Desert Pointe Garden Club members lost our meeting place and our scheduled
speakers during the pandemic but we kept our friendships intact by turning to patio
meetings in all but a few months and by maintaining the gardens of the two homes for
disabled adults that we support.
Our Blue Star Memorial remained a beautiful place to visit and we continued to add
commemorative pavers. Although we were unable to hold our annual fundraiser, the
club made generous donations to Penny Pines and Boyce Thompson Arboretum and
continued to purchase and plant annuals for our usual projects.
In addition members made very substantial holiday donations of clothing and duffelbags to foster teenage boys living in Ahwatukee.
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Considering Staging a Flower Show ?
Find Writing a Schedule Challenging?

As your Flower Show Schedule Advisor, I am
here for you to guide you through the
process.

The Handbook for Flower Shows, Revised 2017, is available from National
Garden Clubs, Inc. Checkout their website or call their Member Services
at 1-800-550-6007 to obtain your copy.
All of the information you need to stage a flower show is there.
Also provided by NGC, Inc. are schedule examples which may be
obtained from any AFCG Flower Show Judge, including myself.
They take you step by step toward creating a schedule.
All you need to do is ask. Please contact me at nlgahtan@msn.com
Hope to see you soon at YOUR Show!
Nancy L. Gahtan
AFGC Flower Show Schedule Advisor
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Scottsdale Garden Club
Susan Salembier,
Publicity Chairman

Diane Davis was installed as the 30th President of the Scottsdale Garden Club at its
October 4, 2021 meeting, the first meeting since March, 2020. Diane will serve a 2 year term.
Her theme is “Arizona Blooms” in recognition of her home state. The club is resuming its
regular schedule of luncheon meetings the first Monday of every month at the McCormick
Ranch Golf Club.
The November 1 meeting will feature a “Mini Flower Show—Beauty in Blossom, Petite Designs” in preparation for SGC’s Spring 2023 Standard Flower Show. Members will practice
creating 3”, 5”, 8” and 12” designs. The club welcomes others interested in learning this art to
attend. Contact Karon Quigg, Treasurer (623-332-1621; grannyqbear@cox.net) before
October 25 for details and luncheon fees.
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Washington Garden Club
Glenna Teel
WGC President

This year Washington GC has 24 members. We were able to meet for most of the last year by
holding meetings outside and using safe Covid practices.
I think one of the favorite meetings of our members was our Garden Information Round Robin, where members shared their questions, successes, and interesting observations. Questions were answered and knowledge was shared. We have such a depth of knowledge in our
club, everyone found it nice to have a time to share.
This year we have speakers giving presentations on water management, healing through
plants, caring for houseplants and so much more.
We will also enjoy planned outings to the Worm Farm, DBG and local nurseries and we always
follow up with a group lunch.
We continue to support Penny Pines, St. Mary’s food bank and the Veterans home.
We are all looking forward to an exciting year.
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Awards
Lucy Samuels
Awards Chairman

Greetings,
Now that we are meeting again it’s time to be thinking of awards for which your club
might like to apply. You will notice that most of the awards have a deadline of November 1. Since most of us did not meet last year I have extended the deadline to January 1
for this year only for all awards with the exception of your yearbooks. Please submit 3
copies of your yearbooks to me at 8509 E Mackenzie Dr., Scottsdale, Az 85251 or I will
be at the Board of Directors meeting where you can submit them.
As in previous years, Marlena Parrott has accepted the position of Youth Activities
Awards . Please note the deadlines for youth awards. Those deadlines will not change.
Marlena can be reached at marlenap@ag.arizona.edu, phone 928-726-3904 address
2258 E 26th Way, Yuma, Az 85365.
Please share the award rules with your members. They may have ideas of projects they
would like to submit for an award’
Welcome back. I look forward to seeing lots of awards this year. Feel free to contact
me if you have any questions. 602-527-5446. Lucysamuels@cox.net.

Award Rules and Application are on the AFGC website:
CLICK HERE (Member login/ Forms)
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Pacific Region Presents

“Re-Style
the

Runway”
A creative recycled fashion show
Each state president will select a
representative to model fashion
items made from recycled
materials---food wrappers,
packing materials, old linens,
etc. Home-made repurposed
creations, please. Model need
not be the creator of the item.
“Re-Style
the
Runway”
fashion show to be held at the 2022
convention, “Respect the Region,”
hosted by Nevada Garden Clubs.

Please notify Brynn Tavasci with description of item and name of model when selected.
Brynn-tavasci@comcast.net.
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INSURANCE NEWS
Josephine Vincze,
AFGC Treasurer
On October 15, 2021, Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc., will be renewing its
annual general liability Insurance policy with Auto-Owners Insurance Company.
The policy period is October 15, 2021 to October 15, 2022.
When one of our clubs reaches out to a venue to rent a church, a library, a park,
a community center, etc., the venue will provide their insurance requirements. If a venue requires proof of coverage only, there is no additional cost to the club. If the venue
requires to be named “additional insured,” the venue owner will be added directly onto the
AFGC policy, and there will be a $25.00 charge to the club.
Attached is a “Certificate of Insurance” request form, including information about the
policy coverages. This form will also be on our website: azgardenclubs.com, under “forms.”
If a club is holding a special event hosted or held by any of AFGC clubs, like a fundraiser,
flower show, etc., Auto-Owners requests that the club submit a “Special Events/Clubs Questionnaire” form, well before the event so that Auto-Owners can make a rating determination.
If a club is only acting as a “participant” in a special event being hosted or held by an outside
organization, the “Clubs Questionnaire” form will not be required.
At this time, we have events planned for December 2021 and March 2022. I will send the
required “Special Events/Clubs Questionnaire” form to the clubs when our policy renews on
October 15, 2021.
If you have any questions, please contact me: jo-vincze@Q.com.
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ARIZONA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC.
INSURANCE INFORMATION FOR SPECIAL EVENTS
Mail this form with a check for $25.00 payable to

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
at least 7 days before the event to:
Josephine Vincze, AFGC Treasurer
2512 N Central Dr
Chandler, AZ 85224

Club Name:
Type of Event:
Date(s) of Event:
Location of Event:
Submitted by:
Email:
Phone:

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE
Circle A or B. If B, also circle 1, 2, or 3

A. Certificate not needed.
B. Certificate requested by mail, email, fax (circle one)
1. Proof of coverage only - no Additional Insured needed
2. Additional Insured required - $25.00 charge
3. Other, please describe: ______________________________________
Site Name: _________________________________ Email: ________________
Site Address: _____________________________________________________
Please Note: This form and associated explanations are on azgardenclubs.com under
Membership/Forms. If you have any questions, please email jo-vincze@q.com or phone
480-521-2313. Thank you!
September 2021
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ARIZONA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS
IMPORTANT INFORMATION UPDATED 9-2-2021

AFGC has purchased a general liability policy for the whole of AFGC. This includes all duespaying clubs.
The following coverage is included:
-Each Occurrence

$2,000,000

-Personal & Advertising Injury

$2,000,000

-General Aggregate

$2,000,000

-Products/Completed Operations

$2,000,000

-Damage to Premises Rented (Fire) $

50,000

-Medical Payments, any one person $

5,000

This liability coverage extends to all activities and operations of the AFGC and its member clubs.

Certificates of Liability Insurance:
From time-to-time AFGC groups will hold events at local venues. The venue hosting the event,
will often ask for proof of insurance, also known as a Certificate of Insurance. This certifies the
group will be covered for their activities while at the venue. There is no charge for this proof of
coverage Certificate of Insurance.
However, if the venue asks to be listed as “additional insured”, there would be a $25.00 charge
payable to AFGC.
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Desert Designers
Judy Kennedy
Desert Designers President

Desert Designers currently has 27 members and meets on the first Friday of each month October through April at the Pyle Adult Recreation Center in Tempe, AZ.
Officers for the year are:
President – Judy Kennedy
Vice-President – Mickie Rustad
Secretary – Rea Heesch
Corresponding Secretary – Ann Kronenwetter
Treasurer – Amy Emary
Due to Covid and the closure of the Pyle Center, our last meeting was held in March 2020.
During the interim, we celebrated member Anne Zaccardo’s 99th birthday on January 31st with
flowers, cards, and a charity donation. On May 4th, along with Tempe Garden Club and Judges
Council, we celebrated the 100th birthday of Desert Designers’ founder Mary Cochran with
cards, certificates, flowers, and a wonderful memory book.
Programs for the upcoming year include the study of NGC’s Transparency, Assemblage and
Challenge Designs, assisting at the AFGC Magical Fundraiser in December and a luncheon
and installation of officers in April. The club will again be providing a monthly floral arrangement for the lobby of the Pyle Center as a thank you and possible motivation for others to join
a design club and enjoy the fun of creating with flowers.

*See page #25 for photos of Mary’s Birthday Celebration.
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Thank You!
Mary Leffler Cochran, past AFGC president, past Tempe Garden Club president (and current member), past NGC historian, and founder of Desert Designers Garden Club, turned 100years old on May
4, 2021.
As Mary’s 100th birthday approached, Judy Kennedy from Desert Designers and Kim Rosenlof from
Tempe Garden Club hatched a plan to celebrate her birthday and nearly 50 years of garden club
service even though the Covid-19 pandemic still kept us apart. We solicited donations and cards from
members of both clubs and AFGC. With the donations, DesertDesigners sent a beautiful bouquet of
flowers to Mary, and Tempe created a Shutterfly scrapbook, naming it “Garden Club Memories.”
Tempe Garden Club members Jeanne Davis, Kim Rosenlof, and Ruth Wilimek spent a few hours at
the Tempe History museum in April—the first day it opened after being closed due to Covid for nearly
a year—going through the club scrapbooks to find photos and clippings documenting Mary’s garden
club achievements. She was featured in so many photos and newspaper clippings from TGC member
to AFGC president in just a few short years, that we easily filled a 32-page scrapbook. We didn’t have
a lot of time and couldn’t use the museum’s scanner, so the gift book uses photos of the pages taken
from a digital camera. By the time we had to go, we had only gone through the 1970s and early 1980s,
and we know there’s a lot that we missed. We were able to add a few digital photos from the late
2000’s as well.
Kim used Shutterfly’s online service to create Mary’s scrapbook, which was printed and delivered in
time to give to Mary’s daughter, Cindy Johnston, who was able to visit her mother at Friendship
Village in Tempe on her birthday. The delivery of the flowers, scrapbook, and cards from AFGC
members really made Mary’s 100th birthday very special. Even though she could only celebrate with
one or two family members at a time due to the on going Covid concerns, this longtime garden club
member knows she’s still in our hearts.
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Desert Pointe Garden Club

Yard Sale
Nov 5 & 6,
7 AM to noon at
3642 E. South Fork Drive,
Phoenix, 85044
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Arizona Flower Show Judges Council
Presents

Taking The Mystery Out of Design
Tuesday, January 25, 2022
Flower Show Judges will create designs new
and old with audience participation while
explaining the principles of design.

Open to all
Cost ~ $30.00: Includes morning hospitality and lunch
Seminar hours: 10am to 2pm
Location: Valley Garden Center, 1809 N 15th Ave., Phoenix
Contact: Marcie Brooks ~ 623-322-2606
marciebrooks@hotmail.com
mmmmmmmmmmmmReserve by January 11th, 2022mmmmmmmmmmmm
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Name: ___________________________________ Phone: ______________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to: AZ Flower Show Judges Council
Mail to: Marcie Brooks
35014 N. 27th Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85086-6664

30// The Greenleaf

RESERVATION

AFGC

“Magical”

Fundraiser

McCormick Ranch Golf Club Pavilion
7505 E. McCormick Pkwy, Scottsdale, AZ

Saturday, December 4, 2021 – 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
NAME_____________________________________

E-MAIL____________________________________

ADDRESS___________________________________

PHONE____________________________________

___________________________________

CLUB______________________________________
GUEST_____________________________________

Deadline: December 1, 2021
Checks payable to:

GUEST_____________________________________

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs

$50.00 per person

GUEST_____________________________________

GUEST_____________________________________
(Add additional guest names on back if needed)
Tables for 8 or 10 available

Total Reservations

_________________

Total Enclosed

_________________

Mail form and check to:

Josephine Vincze

2512 N. Central Drive
Chandler, AZ 85224-2341
E-mail: jo-vincze@q.com
Telephone (480)521-2313

*Morning snacks

*Entrée: Chicken Cordon Bleu
*Meal restrictions:
_________________________
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