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t is springtime in the desert
and from the recent rain, it
should be a beautiful
flowering spring. Hopefully
the recent frost has not nipped your
garden.

to make Blue Stars Shine in the
Pacific Region. She would like each
state to install or refurbish at least
two Blue Star Memorial Markers
during each of her two years in
office (5 each year for California).

Many participated in the Phoenix
Home and Garden show this past
January. Thanks to Kim Rosenlof
for a wonderful job of coordinating
the event. This year we had our own
booth with enough room for
teaching classes. There is even talk
of being represented at the Home
and Garden Show at Westworld this
October. This is in Scottsdale
Garden Club’s backyard and would
be a great publicity addition.

We are on track with this project
with the following:
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1. The Blue Star Memorial located at
Mohawk Rest Area on Highway I-8
is scheduled for restoration by Tom
Shelling. This rest area was closed
for many years and has now been
reopened.
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I want to remind you of Pacific
Region Director Robin’s challenge

2. The Blue Star Memorial at Stillman
Railroad Park in
Scottsdale has
recently been moved
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Washington Turns 90!

within the park at the expense of the City of Scottsdale.
3.
MGM Garden Club in Yuma is planning a new Blue Star Memorial in the Moody Garden honoring
Willene Calvert who passed away this past year.
Many of you know I love kalanchoe plants. I have propagated them to the extent of over 50 pots in my yard.
They are in full bloom right now and will continue for about three months.
Here are some pictures of the various colors.

Judy Shelton

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

* Look to our Next edition for a recap of the Philadelphia Flower Show

NGC PAT Project
(Plant America with Trees)
Karen Bowen,
AFGC Horticulture Chairman
NGC President, Gay Austin, has announced a new Plant
America project whose goal is to plant one native tree for
each member in a garden club. The trees can be planted
by the club or by individual members. She estimates that
would total 165,000 trees planted.
Keep a tally of trees your club and members plant until
information comes out as to how we report the plantings
to NGC.
NGC’s PAT Project ties in well with President Trump’s
initiative for the U.S. to participate in the “One Trillion
Trees Initiative” launched at the World Economic Forum
held in Davos, Switzerland. The initiative’s goal is to plant
one trillion trees worldwide.
Ideas for Tree Plantings
Garden Clubs can plant native trees to: honor club
members in public parks and schools, in yards of
newly-built Habitat for Humanity homes, in yards of
individual club members or other individuals a club
chooses.
Individual garden club members can donate funds for a
tree or plant their own trees. A tree can be a gift to honor
a family member or friend on their birthday, birth of a
child, couple’s anniversary, Christmas gift or Valentine’s
Day gift. A tree can be planted to honor a family member
or friend who has passed away.

Photo by NGC.org
#1 Gay Austin, NGC President, launched a new project
called PAT (Plant America with Trees) for garden clubs to
plant one native tree for each of their members.
Photo by Karen Bowen
#2 Yuma’s Pecan Grove Garden Club planted a tree at
Fourth Avenue Jr. High School in 2018. Each year, the club
plants trees in Yuma’s public areas.

A Growing History -NGC
One Hundred Years and Counting
Cobbham Garden Club, first NGC garden club,
began in 1891
Karen Bowen,
AFGC Horticulture Chairman

“W

illpower is the key to success. No matter what… successful people strive by applying their will to
overcome any apathy, doubt or fear.” This quote describes our energetic garden club officers and
members who make things happen with their dynamic willpower.
For over one hundred years, that strong desire to succeed has helped garden clubs successfully
sponsor countless flower shows, complete a multitude of community service projects to beautify
their communities, and educate the public about gardening.
National Garden Clubs, Inc. had its beginning back in 1891 when a group of twelve women in Athens, Georgia, formed
Cobbham Garden Club. Mrs. Lamar Cobb was the group’s first president and Mrs. E.K. Lumpkin was vice-president. The
group met in Mrs. Lumpkin’s home and shared gardening advice, traded plant cuttings and enjoyed refreshments together
once a month. Mrs. Lumpkin’s home is now part of the University of Georgia’s campus and holds offices and classrooms
used by campus faculty.
During Cobbham Garden Club’s first year, membership was by invitation only. The second year, the club was renamed the
Ladies’ Garden Club of Athens and was opened to any woman interested in gardening.
The club’s first flower and vegetable show was held in 1892. By 1894, a set of standards similar to those followed by
flower shows today had been established.
In 1928, the Garden Club of Georgia was established, and the Ladies’ Garden Club was one of eleven clubs forming the
federation.
The first national group, called Garden Club of America, was established in 1913. By 1929, the National Council of State
Garden Clubs was formed, which today is called National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Those original twelve members of Cobbham Garden Club would be surprised to learn their small club led the way to the
formation of National Garden Clubs which in 2020 has over 5,000 garden clubs and 165,000 members. There are also
over 330 international garden clubs.
In 1935, the Garden Club of Georgia honored that first garden club with a living memorial known as the Founders Memorial Garden. The garden is located off Lumpkin Street on the University of Georgia’s north campus. Designed by famous
landscape architect, Hubert Bond Owens, first dean of the University of Georgia’s Landscape Architecture Department, the
garden has withstood the test of time.
Covering 2.5 acres, it is filled with more than 300 different species of plants. A formal boxwood garden and sundial,
two courtyards, a terrace, a sunken perennial garden and informal arboretum areas surround the Lumpkin House and its
kitchen building and smokehouse.
It has been named one of the top 100 significant landscape designs during the first 100 years of existence of the
American Landscape Architects’ organization. Because of its diverse plant collection, the garden is used for teaching and
is the perfect outdoor classroom for the University’s College of Environment and Design. It is also a popular venue for
weddings, receptions and concerts.
In 1936, the National Council of State Garden Clubs (NGC) officially recognized the Cobbham Garden Club of Athens,
Georgia, as America’s first garden club having a constitution, by-laws, officers, and strict parliamentary rules.

Since 1891, NGC has expanded its projects to include sponsorship of healing gardens, Blue Star Highway and By-way Memorial Markers, community gardens, pollinator gardens, and Habitat for Humanity landscaping. NGC maintains a butterfly
garden at the U.S. Botanic Garden in Washington, D.C. Their Penny Pines project helps replant national forests. A multitude
of NGC sponsored youth contests and programs help instill a love of gardening in America’s youth. Of course, connecting
with the public and sharing horticultural knowledge is still a very important goal.
It has been over a century since those first twelve ladies formed Cobbham Garden Club and held their meetings at Mrs.
Lumpkin’s home. Today, NGC carries on their work and continues to thrive and spread the word about the joy of gardening.

Photo ced.uga.edu
#1 A boxwood hedge forms
an intricate design in one
section of the Founders
Memorial Garden dedicated
to the Cobbham Garden Club
that was founded in Athens,
GA in 1891.
Photo wikimedia
#2 Lumpkin House, where
Cobbham Garden Club held
their meetings, serves as
offices and classrooms for
the University of Georgia.
Photo Melissa Ebel
#3 The variety of plant
species in the University of
Georgia’s Founders
Memorial Garden make it a
perfect outdoor classroom
used by the College of
Environment and Design.

Know Your Arizona Birds
Karen Bowen,
Birds, Bees & Butterflies Chairman

Red-tailed Hawk
Photo by wikipedia.com., map by abcbirds.org

Widespread and common. Apparently has increased in some areas since the 1960s, and
numbers now stable or still increasing. In several
regions of North America, Red-tailed Hawks are
adapting to nesting in cities.

Scientific Name: Buteo jamaicensis
Population: 2.6 million
Trend: Increasing
Habitat: Wide range, living in most of the U.S.
Identification: One of the largest and most common birds of prey in North America. Unique features
are a belly band of dark, vertical streaks, dark patagial markings (the patagium is the area running
along the leading edge of the underwing), and a reddish-brown tail. Fourteen subspecies vary in color
and shade of feathers.
Diet: Feeds on a variety of prey that includes rodents, rabbits, reptiles, stray cats and small birds. Sits
and waits for prey, then swoops down to grab prey with its talons.
Range: Found throughout America and Canada. Lives in cities and countrysides.
Behavior: Monogamous and mates for life. Migrates only short distances. Its nest is a pile of sticks
used year after year.
Interesting Fact: Its loud, shrill call is usually used in place of the Bald Eagle’s call in movies and on
television.

Pecan Grove Garden Club Celebrates
Lois Weinstein,
Its 70th Anniversary
President
1949 – A baby was born to Mary and Harry Streep. They named her Mary Louise (Meryl).
1949 – The North Atlantic Treaty Organization was created.
1949 – Vaughn Monroe has a #1 hit with “Ghost Riders in the Sky” while Frankie Laine sang “That
Lucky Old Sun”.
1949 – Dubbed “The White Tree,” the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree was sprayed with hundreds of
gallons of silvery-white, flameproof paint with the hope of achieving a snow-covered effect.

1949 – The Pecan Grove Garden Club was organized and federated.
In the 70 years since its founding, the club has been a very active member of the community in
educating adults and children alike in all aspects of plants, especially those that grow well in our
arid climate, in floral design and in beautifying the city of Yuma. Last year we received a grant and
donations that enabled us to reprint a puzzle and coloring book called “Our Amazing Trees” that we
originally created some years ago. We distribute this to school children so they can have fun learning
about the trees of the Southwest.
A vibrant link with local youth has been an important function of the club. For many years, club
members have assisted Girl Scout troops in preparing floral arrangements that were then entered in
the Yuma County Fair. In addition, our club has hosted the Woodsy Owl/Smokey Bear poster contest,
the National Garden Clubs poetry contest and the essay contest for the older children. We are proud
to say that the winner of our poetry contest last year went on to win at the state, regional, and national
levels.
Through the sale of unique birdhouses (see below) crafted by members of the club and also the sale
of plants we raise, we have been able to donate funds to the City of Yuma to plant numerous trees in
parks, in schools (for Arbor Day), and to create water-saving xeriscaping on city properties. We were
honored when the City of Yuma asked us to come to a City Council meeting where they presented us
with a certificate of appreciation in recognition of the projects we have partnered with the City for
decades.
Over the years, hundreds of people have delighted in visiting gardens of local residents through our
annual Garden Tour. We have contributed to Pennies for Pines and established a number of
plantations as well as donating gift certificates for a tree to new home owners in the Habitat for
Humanity program.
Our club has been very busy these last 70 years and is looking forward to continuing all of our
activities and programs for many more years – perhaps even 70 more, why not?

Membership Matters
Karen Bowen,
Western District Director

I

We know that being a garden club member and participating in our club’s activities offers enormous
rewards. We get to share our passion for gardening and community service with others who have the
same passion. We learn new gardening and garden-related information. We make new and lasting
friendships. We have opportunities to help improve our community and the environment. We build
bonds with other garden clubs and friendships with their members.
How do we let the public know all the positive benefits a garden club offers? The answer is multi-faceted, and
there are hundreds of ways garden clubs can attract new members.
Your club may have to rebrand itself so that it stands out from the crowd. You might have to shake things up!
“We’ve always done it that way” should be thrown out the window. Try new and different ways to improve your
club’s meetings and activities to attract new members.
New members have a variety of reasons for joining. Some are novice gardeners and want information about
how to plant a garden, grow a rose or plant a tree. Some want to socialize with others who share a passion for
gardening. Some want to be involved in community service projects that will give them tangible satisfaction for
a job well done.
When a visitor comes to a meeting, make them feel welcome and important. Have a greeter present them
with a gift bag that includes information about your club, an application to join and a sweet treat. Have a short
questionnaire for them to fill out and return to the greeter that tells what their interests and expectations are for
joining your club. Follow up their visit with a phone call thanking them for attending and inviting them to your
next month’s meeting.
When attracting new members, focus on the following:
•
Marketing your club
•
Web site information
•
Public outreach
Marketing involves letting the public know what is happening in your club and how they can participate.
MARKETING
•
Have a monthly column in your local newspaper listing garden club events for the month and providing
gardening information.
•
Create a one page flyer about your club to hand out at special events.
•
Schedule appearances by club members on your local television’s morning show to highlight upcoming
events your club is having or to discuss gardening tips.
•
Ask your local newspaper to attend events your club is having and write an article.
•
Publicize your club’s up-coming events in your newspaper’s “What’s Happening” section.
•
Schedule visits to local organizations, such as rotary or PEO meetings, to present gardening programs
and pass out your club’s flyer.
•
Purchase t-shirts with your club’s logo and name to wear at special events.
•
Post up-coming meetings and special events in your town’s library.
“The cloud” is the newest and most used means of communication and is the best and easiest way to reach
millennials.
				

Photos by Karen Bowen

#1 Forming life-long friendships is one of the many benefits garden clubs offer. Pictured are Dema Lee and Marilyn Chase.
#2 Sharon Jessup and Elizabeth Moody, garden club members from Yuma, have shared their gardening and floral design
knowledge with other club members and Yuma’s youth for many years. Best of all, they have made special friends and
memories that will last forever.
#3 Julie Pettigrew, Yuma Girl Scout, tries her hand at grinding mesquite beans during a program Sharon Jessup, Pecan
Grove Garden Club member, presented about native plants. When garden clubs sponsor youth programs, they instill an interest in gardening that will hopefully encourage youngsters to join garden clubs as adults.

WEBSITE INFORMATION
•
Maintain a Facebook page giving information about monthly club meetings, club activities and photos
showing what your club is doing. Post short gardening tips with lots of interesting photos linked to those tips.
Make your page interesting so followers will keep coming back to see what new items have been posted.
•
Garden clubs must compete with “new” garden clubs that are becoming popular with millennials. These
are on-line “gardening communities” that are informal groups led by a blogger that offer millennials a place to
show off their gardening successes and ask questions about gardening problems. One gardening community
has over 20,000 millennial followers! Unlike garden clubs, “gardening communities” provide chat opportunities
any time, day or night, have a worldwide membership.
•
Besides offering information to the public, your Facebook page is one of the best means of keeping
your members up-to-date about what your club has done and about upcoming events. Keeping in touch with
your members makes them feel part of the club so they will want to attend meetings and participate in club
activities. Keep that family connection going via your club’s Facebook page!
Public outreach is a very important tool. Only by letting the public know what your club is doing and that you
want them to join the fun will people show up to your events.
PUBLIC OUTREACH
•
Print business cards giving basic information about your club’s monthly meetings and hand them out.
Each club member should have these cards and hand them out whenever they meet someone interested in
gardening.
•
Have an educational display about your club for use at public events, such as your town’s fair, book festivals, art shows and local fundraising events.
•
Host activities that include club members and the public. This is a great opportunity to pass out your
club’s business cards and wear your club t-shirts. (Host a clean-up day at a park and provide free drinks and
cookies. Invite local music groups to perform at a meeting or club activity. Participate in your town’s Relay for
Life or other charity activities.)
•
Create a LinkedIn account to reach local business leaders.
•
Host a Meet & Greet where the public is invited to meet with club members to learn about the club and
ask gardening questions. Refreshments can be provided and a drawing held for a great gift.
•
Hold a plant clinic at Lowe’s, Wal-Mart or a local nursery to answer gardening questions.
•
Present gardening programs to youth groups, such as girl scouts, boy scouts and 4-H groups.
•
Present new master gardener classes with your club’s flyer and club application.
•
At meetings, provide a bowl of small M&M packages with a sign that says “Membership Matters”. As
members enjoy their M&Ms, they are reminded that they are responsible for bringing in new members.
If you’re seeing a decline or stagnant growth in your garden club, it’s time to try something new and different.
Perhaps some of the ideas above will help re-energize your club and attract new members.

AFGC Booth at the
January 2020
Maricopa County
Home and Garden
Show
By Kim Rosenlof

D

uring the weekend of January 10-12, 2020, four clubs and one plant society participated in
AFGC’s booth at the Maricopa County Home and Garden Show (MCHGS) held at the
Arizona State Fairgrounds.

Members from Scottsdale, Sedona, Tempe, and Washington garden clubs plus the Arizona
Herb Association spent several months planning for the event and countless hours
volunteering during setup, the show and dismantling the booth. Even our state president, Judy Shelton,
spent a shift volunteering at the booth.
The clubs and AHA worked together to fill a 10 x 30 foot booth with club and educational materials, a
speaker’s presentation area, and craft items, seeds, plants, and other merchandise for sale. Proceeds
went directly to the club or AHA selling the item, and approximately $1200 was raised altogether.
Eight speakers gave a total of 18 presentations during the three-day event. Sedona speakers Jennifer
Moreland and Harriet Jack gave presentations on wildflowers, eliminating invasive weeds and civic
gardening. Scottsdale’s Aurien Priess delivered multiple sessions on building a salad garden, and Washington’s Kristi Caggiano also delivered multiple sessions on fall-proof composting. Tempe filled in the
rest with presentations by members and guests on backyard birding, container gardening,
growing fruit trees, and growing artichokes.
The purpose of AFGC involvement at the Maricopa County Home and Garden Show events is to
facilitate an environment for local garden clubs to participate in one or more of these elements: educate
the public about gardening and the environment, increase awareness of and encourage new membership in local garden clubs, showcase the beauty of floral and landscape design, fundraise through the
sale of gardening-related items and plants, and provide volunteers during the event.
The AFGC Home and Garden Show committee is exploring the possibility of expanding its participation
in additional events, including the October 2020 show at WestWorld in Scottsdale, the January 2021
show at the fairgrounds, and the March or May 2021 show. We invite other clubs or individuals who
would like to participate to contact Kim Rosenlof at kim@rosenlof.com.

Celebrating the Beauty of the Desert

Save the Date!
Weeders Garden Club
and
Solera Floral Design
Are having an
NGC Standard Flower Show
Saturday, April 4, 2020
Noon to 4:00 PM
Solera Community Center Ballroom
6360 S. Mountain Boulevard
Chandler, AZ 85249

BBQ, BEER & BINGO!
����sdale �arden �lu�’s
Bi-Annual Fundraiser
Saturday March 21st, 2020
4:00 to 8:00pm
McDowell Mountain Ranch at the McDowell Center,
16116 N McDowell Mountain Ranch Road,
Scottsdale, AZ 85255

Food, Fun, Bingo, Baskets & Beer!!
Prizes too!

Tickets—$45 per member & guests, $55 per non-a�ending
members
RSVP by March 2nd, 2020
Send your check made out to Scottsdale Garden Club to
Gretchen Biggs
31007 N 42nd Place, Cave Creek, AZ 85331

PHOTO PHUNDRAISER
Karen Ramsey, Co-chairman
Pacific Region Photo Phundraiser Contest
sierrakr@aol.com
541-479-5513

Greetings and Salutations:
The first annual Photo Phundraiser Contest is
almost upon us. You need to get your fantastic
photos ready to bring to the Pacific Region
Convention in Silverton, Oregon, April 27. If you
can’t come you can send your photos to me (see
last paragraph) and I’ll bring them to the Convention
for you. I’ll also be taking photos of the entries so
you can see them if you can’t make it.
Remember there will be a $25 prize for the winner in each category. $100 for the Best
in Show with $100 to the garden club that submits the most entries and $100 to the
garden club that submits the most entries per capita. This will give the smaller clubs a
chance for the $100.
The final date for sending the photos to me is March 31. This date allows for our snail
mail to deliver it on time.
I’ve had a second thought. If club members would like to e-mail me their photos.
I would be willing to print and mat the photos for entry. There would be an additional
cost of $5 to cover the material (ink and 11x14 white mat). It would save postage both
too and from. The cost would then be $10 per photo. Checks still to be made out to
Pacific Region and sent along with entry forms to Karen Ramsey,
P. O. Box 159, Merlin, OR.
I’ve had a lot of inquiries and am looking forward to a great turn out.

Pacific Region Garden Clubs, Inc.
2020 Photo Phundraising Contest Entry Form
Deadline to reserve YOUR space – March 31, 2020
To enter, please complete all fields on the entry form below. Submit a separate form for each
photo submitted. A digital file must be available for winning photos.

Full Name Printed____________________________________________________________________
(Please print your name as you wish it to appear)

Address & Zip_______________________________________________________________________
Club_____________________________ District__________________________________State_____
SELECT CATEGORY FOR PHOTO
A separate entry form must be submitted for each photo, and each category selected.
Check the category for photo submitted.
Landscape/Gardens: Color
Animals: Color
Insects & Birds:

Black & White

Black & White
Color

Single Bloom: Color

Black & White
Black & White

Director’s Choice - Moose: Color

Black & White
PHOTOGRAPH INFORMATION

Your Contact info: Phone number or email______________________________________________
Date / Location of photograph:_____________________________________________
Make and model of Camera used - i.e. Nikon Coolpix 9500_________________________________
Type of media – i.e. Film

or

Digital

$5 Fee to be submitted with each Entry Form or $20 for five entries. Make checks payable to
Pacific Region Garden Clubs or PRGC.
Signature:_______________________________________________________ being over 18 years of age,
I hereby grant Pacific Region Garden Clubs, Inc., the right to use my name in conjunction with the following
information: photograph, biography, city, state, country and article information without compensation, on our
websites and in any publication or written material.
Send entry form and $5 fee per entry to Karen Ramsey, PO Box 159, Merlin, OR 97532-0159
no later than March 31, 2020. Bring (or send with a friend) photo entry to the 2020 Pacific Region
Garden Clubs, Inc. in Silverton, Oregon – April 27 – 30, 2020.

Pacific Region Garden Clubs, Inc.
2020 Photo Phundraiser Contest.
PHOTOGRAPHY RULES
Pacific Region will have a region wide Photo Phundraiser contest. Photos may be digital or film photos, but
may not be enhanced by any computer program other than conversion from color to black and white. Photos
must be 8" x 10" and matted, not to exceed 11" x 14" inches. The categories are as follows:
1. Landscapes/Gardens: Color-Black & White
2. Animals: Color-Black & White
3. Insects & Birds: Color-Black & White
4. Single Bloom: Color-Black & White
5. Director's Choice - Moose: Color-Black & White
Complete an Entry Form for each entry and submit with the $5 entry fee (or 5 entries for $20), checks
made payable to PRGC. Bring photo entries (or send with a friend) to the Pacific Region Convention in
Silverton, Oregon on April 27 OR, you may e-mail a photo to Karen Ramsey and she will print, mat and
deliver your photo for an additional $5 to cover materials. Judging will take place on April 28.
Photos may be either 35mm or digital. Digital photos, may not have been enhanced by Photoshop or similar
programs.
Photos are to be mounted and must be 8” x 10” not including matting. Overall size with matting must not
exceed 11” x 14”.
Photos must have been taken by a current Pacific Region Garden Club member in good standing.
On the back of the photo, tape a card with the following information. Do not write directly on the back.
Example:
Name of Photographer: Ima Photobug
Contact info: Phone number or email
State & Club - Oregon - Grants Pass Garden Club
Date / Location of photograph if possible - February 1, 2020, Disneyland
Make and model of Camera used -Nikon Coolpix 9500
Type of media – Film or Digital - Digital
Category of entry – Landscapes/Gardens – Black & White
A stand of sufficient size on which to place an 11" x 14" mounted photo will be provided.
No framed photos will be accepted.
Pacific Region would like to post the winning photos on the Pacific Region website. Photo contest entrants
are asked to have a digital copy of their photo available.
Questions, please contact Karen Ramsey, Photography Contest Chair at 541-479-5513 or sierrakr@aol.com.

Landscape Design School
Series 2 Course 3
October 31 and November 1, 2020
We are pleased to announce that The Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs in cooperation with the
Maricopa County Master Gardeners will hold Series 2 Course 3 of Landscape Design School on
October 31 and November 1, 2020.
The Landscape Design Study Courses offer a series of four 10-hour courses. The courses cover the
history of landscape design as well as instruction from Landscape Architects in a variety of design
techniques used in home and municipal settings.
Our most recent Course in January added three more students who have completed the required
four Courses. We will soon have twenty-three (23) Arizona Consultants who have been awarded the
status of Landscape Design Consultant in Good Standing since the school started in November of
2016. Several Consultants have begun the refresher process to achieve Master Consultant status.
More information is forthcoming and a registration form will be available later this spring. If you are
interested in registering for this course for the first time, please contact me. If you have registered in
the past, you are already on my mailing list.
For more information, please contact Judy Tolbert
tolbertjl10@gmail.com.

Washington Garden Club
90th Anniversary!
By Orvalita Hopkins, and Brian Hopkins,
WGC Photographer.

Washington Garden Club’s 90th birthday celebration was February 14, 2020 at the Valley Garden
Center in Phoenix, AZ. Kelly Depetro gave a presentation on succulents. The celebration included a
pot luck salad luncheon, special cake, plus a skit taking us back many decades, while giving us a
history of the club.

It is with a heavy heart that we must inform you that former NGC President, Mary Louise Michie
passed away on January 25, 2020 at the age of 106.
Mary Louise served our garden club community with distinction and dedication. She held the offices
of President of Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. 1979-81 and Director of South Central Region, 1987-89. As
President of National Council of State Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC) 1995-97, her project was “Always
Creating Beauty” which began an eight-year project to beautify the NGC headquarters building in St.
Louis.
Originally from Oklahoma, she and her beloved husband, John M. Michie moved to Fort Worth in
1953. She served as President of The Fort Worth Garden Club, Inc. 1970-72, President of the Garden
Club Council of Fort Worth 1971-72, a founding member of the Fort Worth Botanical Society and
President of The Woman’s Club of Fort Worth.
Mrs. Michie was an avid learner: National Garden Clubs Master Flower Show Judge, Master Landscape Design Consultant, Gardening Study Consultant and was certified in the Sogetsu School of
Ikebana. College scholarships are given in her name by National Garden Clubs and The Fort Worth
Garden Club.
Many groups bestowed honors upon Mary Louise for her service, such as the State Fair of Texas and
Texas Garden Clubs as “Garden Club Woman of the Year” in 1981 and Chi Omega as “Woman of the
Year”.
Of great meaning to Mary Louise was the recognition for her National Garden Clubs project “Millions of Trees for the Environment”. As NGC president, she promoted the planting of trees. During
her presidency, her one million tree challenge was exceeded by nearly 109 million trees planted in
the United States, Mexico and Latin America. To commemorate Arbor Day 1996, 8,000 garden clubs
planted white flowering trees as a living memorial to those killed in the Oklahoma City bombings.
She received the Daughters of American Revolution Conservation Medal and in 1998 was presented
the first annual Caroline French Morton Award by the National Arbor Day Foundation “to recognize
volunteer leadership in mobilizing people in tree planting.”
In 2004, Mary Louise was honored at the 115th Official State of Texas Arbor Day Observance which
coincided with the 25th anniversary of Fort Worth as a Tree City USA. The Fort Worth Garden Club
presents an Annual Arboreal Award of Excellence.
We express our sympathies to her children Marc
and Marcia, their families and her many friends.
We honor her faithful attendance to events around
the Americas, for her friendship, advice and support of our clubs and officers, and for her dedication to the conservation movement.
Any cards or expressions of sympathy can be sent
to:
Marc & Susan Michie
1220 Evergreen Lane
Redstone, Colorado 81623

Save

The Date

Arizona Federation of
Garden Club’s
86th Annual Meeting
will be held on
Thursday, April 23, 2020,
at
Valley Garden Center.

*Please send pictures of any events your Garden
Club has had this past year prior to this event.

Magical

An AFGC Fundraiser

Saturday,
December 5, 2020
at McCormick Ranch
Golf Club Pavilion,
7505 E. McCormick Pkwy,
Scottsdale
from 10 am to 2:00 pm.
All AFGC Clubs are invited to participate in the fundraising activities and have a
“Magical” time. You will be treated to a Style Show from Carene’s, Lunch, a visit from
Mrs. Santa Claus, a Basket and 50/25/25 Raffle, Holiday Boutique, Silent Auction and
a Floral Container Sale. Tickets are $45 each and guests are welcome. Tables for 8
or 10 can be reserved. The reservation form is available in the fall and winter issues
of the Greenleaf and on the AFGC website at www.azgardenclubs.com.

We have an exciting, fun filled day planned for you, your
club members and your guests.
You won’t want to miss it! Proceeds from the fundraiser go to help fund our
scholarship program and other AFGC projects.
We look forward to seeing you and your friends there!

Amy Emary, Rea Heesch
Chairmen
It’s time to join in the fun at ”Magical”,
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Board and
Board Chairpersons
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Judy Shelton
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Sharon Davies
2nd Vice-President:
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Mimi Salber
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Buff Harrington
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