
Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs

I feel that much has been 
accomplished by AFGC mem-
bers during the past two years.  
Our Bylaws & Standing Rules 
and Job Descriptions have been 

updated.  Email voting was proposed and 
passed.  Reports for our AFGC Meetings 
are now sent electronically prior to meet-
ings and are then forwarded to all members 
which ensures that the business of AFGC is 
open to all members.  AFGC has a new
 locally-based website and each garden 
club/council/plant society has been 
allotted their own webspace to manage or 
with assistance from our Website Manager 
if needed.

During the past two years, AFGC has 
awarded $20,000.00 in scholarships to 
students of our three State Universities. 
The credentials of some of those 
university students were sent to National 
Garden Clubs and two went on to win an 
NGC Scholarship. I have high hopes that a 
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third University student whose credentials 
have very recently been sent to National 
Garden Clubs, Inc. will also win a NGC 
Scholarship.

We have a strong Youth Activities Program 
and last year, of the eight states that 
comprise Pacific Region Garden Clubs, 
elementary school students from Arizona 
won more than half of the youth poetry and 
essay contests. 
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Marcie Brooks,
 AFGC President

I want to update you on the progress of My President’s Project which has been to help fund the replanting of the more than 5,000 plants 
that comprised the Wallace Succulent Garden into Boyce Thompson Arboretum. The Directorship of the Boyce Thompson Arboretum 
has had several changes during my tenure as AFGC President so it has been difficult to check on the progress of the situation. To the best 
of my knowledge, the designated permanent placement is still a “hard hat” area as large machinery is still being used to transplant large 
specimens. The area remains restricted to the public and most of the Arboretum staff and volunteers. I am looking forward to seeing it 
and I will let you know when it is open to the public.
Our 85th AFGC Annual Meeting, which is our 2019 Desert Gems Convention, will be held at the Desert Diamond in Tucson April 5 – 7th, 
and will be a special get together for AFGC members and an opportunity to meet our National Garden Clubs President Nancy Hargroves 
who will be there throughout the Convention.  She will install our incoming AFGC Slate of Officers. Southern District members have been 
busy planning a wonderful event for you so please attend.
It has been an honor and a privilege to have served as State President of Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.  I sincerely thank all 
members for their service to our organization and extend my best wishes for every success and satisfaction in all that you do.
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esert Pointe’s 2019 had a great start with a pair of very informative and 

interesting speakers representing the McDowell Sonoran Conservan-

cy. Paul Staker  (right-bottom) explained a bit about the McDowell So-

noran Preserve’s history, its various hiking trails, and the work the Con-

servancy does to promote and support the Preserve. We learned that 

the Preserve, at well over 30,000 acres, has replaced South Mountain 

as the nation’s largest urban preserve and that the Conservancy sup-

ports the Preserve by providing walking tours and educational programs for the public.  

Rich Cochran (right-top), a retired MD, spoke about some of the various critters that can 

be found there, including walking sticks, spiders, scorpions and bees. The Conservancy 

publishes a quarterly magazine and publicity materials in addition to maintaining a well-

designed and useful website, www.mcdowellsonoran.org.    

Several of our members have been successful planting and growing spring-to-fall bloom-

ing plumerias.  The tree is native to Central America, South America, and the Caribbean 

and has been spread throughout the Pacific islands and Asia. Several years ago we had 

a presentation about plumerias at one of our meetings and the presenter brought cut-

tings for members to try.    JoAnn Kaske started her first tree, which is in her atrium, from 

a cutting from that program and has added three more in her backyard, including one 

from a cutting from her original tree and one that is a dwarf variety.  Two of Jo Ann’s trees 

have red flowers, the dwarf has pink and the other has white/yellow. Judy Barrett has two 

plumeria that she grew from cuttings purchased locally.  The one that’s about four years 

old is already 10 feet tall, and the two year old tree is half that size. They both have white 

flowers with pink centers.   Judy Milgram’s plumeria, started from a cutting from Jo Ann’s 

tree, is in a pot that she can move around and bring inside if cold weather threatens.  It 

has grown to about four feet and has not yet bloomed. The trees do best when sheltered 

from the hot afternoon sun and they of course need protection when temperatures drop 

below freezing, but our members have shown that plumerias can be grown successfully 

in the Valley.

D

Photo credits: Sandy Everett

Sandy Everett, Desert Pointe Garden Club 
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F
ive clubs participated in the planning and execution of the shared Phoenix 
Rose Society/AFGC booth at the Maricopa County Home and Garden Show 
held January 11-13 at the Arizona State Fairgrounds. The 30 x 20-foot both 
featured the Phoenix Rose Society membership table, demo/presentation 
area with 25 seats, merchandise area, kids seed guessing game, AFGC re-

sources table, info boards and/or handouts from four clubs, and flower/plant/seed sales. 
The booth resulted in nearly 40 people signing our “Interested in Gardening?” email list; 
these have been contacted by their nearest garden clubs and Tempe GC has already 
gained one member from the show.

New AFGC tablecloth and signage designed by Elisabeth Samuels from Washington GC drew people to the booth, 
as did the variety of plants for sale. The ornamental kale brought by Washington GC caught a lot of attention as 
most had never seen it before. We sold two flats of the kale on Friday, then Tempe picked up three more flats on 
Saturday and sold them all by late Saturday afternoon. Scottsdale contributed succulents and Tempe contributed 
vegetable seedlings, seeds, and assorted garden-themed merchandise. Total proceeds from the plant/seed/merchan-
dise sales amounted to more than $350, which was distributed to the clubs per the items they contributed. 

Sedona GC contributed a seed guessing game for kids featuring four different seed types. When kids guessed one 
correctly, they received a colorful scratch-and-sniff sticker; after the game was done (regardless of how many they 
answered correctly), they were rewarded with a bag of sunflower seeds and instructions on how and when to plant 
them. The game was a great way to get kids interested in gardening. 

Newly published author Kristi Caggiano from Washington GC gave several presentations on composting through-
out the weekend, usually alternating with the Rose Society presentations, although there were a few times when 
both Kristi and the Rose Society ended up presenting at the same time. We made it work, and all of the activity 
made the booth much more dynamic.

Tempe GC member Winona Castrillo created several garden aprons, tool bags, decorated pots and lavender sachets 
for sale at the booth. This merchandise area added height, color, and interest to the booth, and Winona donated 20 
percent of the proceeds to Tempe GC. 

Special thanks to our volunteers who spent time working the booth, including incoming AFGC President Judy 
Shelton, Central District Director Carol Parrott, Scottsdale GC President Aurien Priess, Washington GC President 
Orvalita Hopkins, Sedona GC president Jennifer Moreland, and AFGC members Nancy Compton, Maureen Decin-
dis, Harriet Jack, and Dana from Washington GC; and to Kristi Caggiano and Winona Castrillo who spent extra 
time on Thursday and Sunday setting up and taking down the booth. Thanks also to Desert Pointe GC President 
Leta Searcy for helping with funding for the AFGC signage.  

This year’s booth was an unparalleled success and we have plans to expand even more in 2020. If you are is inter-
ested in participating on the AFGC Home and Garden Show committee for next year, please contact Tempe GC 

Tempe Garden Club,
Kim Rosenlof

AFGC Booth Expands at Maricopa 
County Home and Garden Show
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Orvalita Hopkins - Nancy Compton - Kristi Caggiano - 
Carol Parrot

Rosarians and AFGC members at HGS
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2019 is off to a busy start.  Our January meeting featured a 30-year 
retrospective by Mike Hills as we begin our 4th decade as a club.  
LeeAnn and Sandy continued the theme in the newsletter, high-
lighting the variety and diversity of club activities for three dec-
ades.  The February meeting featured a speaker from the Bonsai 
club, demonstrating how to bonsai a rosemary, with information 
on selecting plants appropriate for bonsai and the specifics of care 

unique in the low desert. Monthly culinaries allow us to explore the diversity of ways 
to use herbs and spices to prepare food in different cultures.   At the March meeting 
we will learn from Brittney Sounart, herbalist and owner of Desert Sage Herbs  who 
will speak about Herbs for Immunity Support. Our 3rd Annual Herb Festival was great 
fun, with virtually all seats filled.  Members of our Speakers Bureau did presentations 
at garden club events in Sun Lakes and Tempe, and a seed swap at a Chandler  library!  
We are looking forward to working at the Desert Botanical Garden spring plant sale 
as consultants at the herb and vegetable tent, along with our participation in open 
days at Pueblo Grande and supporting the Rare Fruit Growers spring plant sale. The 
workshops with Kira are ongoing and monthly workdays at the Demonstration Garden 
at the Maricopa County Cooperative Extension Office have been well attended mak-
ing the workload for one and all so much lighter!  Donna and Keith Lorch have done 
a superlative job of labeling the plants in the garden.  Liz Lonetti hosted the biggest 
celebration of all: a birthday tea to celebrate the 100th birthday of founding member 
Jane Haynes!  There must have been close to a dozen past presidents in attendance 
along with lots of current Herbies! 

We welcome guests at our meetings, 
find details on Facebook or at 
AHA.org
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eaching youngsters how to grow plants ensures 
future garden club members
  4-H is one of our most popular youth organiza-
tions with a program that stresses “learning by 
doing”. From entomology to sewing, and raising a 
steer to raising a rabbit, their “learning by doing” 
approach offers hands-on learning that is very 

meaningful to children.
  Garden club members can volunteer to teach a class about grow-
ing houseplants to 4-Hers enrolled in horticulture. Giving them the 
basics for growing houseplants and a plant to take home and care 
for could be the beginning of a love for plants and gardening that 
continues into their adult lives.
  Recently, Donna Johnson’s 4-H horticulture group in Yuma had 
an opportunity to learn about growing African violets when the 
Yuma Orchid and African Violet Society held an afternoon class. 
The youngsters learned how to care for an African violet and how 
to start a new plant from a leaf cutting. 
  Long-time African violet aficionado and president of Yuma Or-
chid and African Violet Society, Rod Hartleib, and society members, 
Evelona Ackley and Myra Lader, presented the class.
  Hartleib told the youngsters his fascination with African violets 
began when he was eight years old.
  “I pulled weeds for a lady who grew African violets. She told me all 
about them; and to my surprise, one day she gave me a leaf from 
each of her plants. I was a very happy kid as I walked home with my 
treasures. I planted the leaves and had several grow into healthy 
African violets.” 
  Since growing those first plants as a youngster, Hartleib’s fascina-
tion with African violets has not waned; and today, his collection 
has grown to over 300 plants.
  Hartleib explained that African violets need at least two hours of 
indirect sunlight daily in order to be healthy. 
  “If you don’t have indirect light from a window, you can always 
use a grow light,” he explained. “Indirect sunlight does not mean 
to place your plant outdoors in the sunshine. That is too much light 
and will kill it. African violets are native to rainforests in the moun-
tains of east Africa and grow well in a bathroom window where the 
humidity is higher and there is filtered sunlight.” 
  When asked why she attended the class, 4-Her, Elle Donaldson, 
said, “I wanted to try growing a new kind of plant, and African vio-
lets have really pretty flowers. Now that I know the correct way to 
take care of it, I’m excited to watch it grow and bloom. I’m glad I 
learned not to use tap water to water it.”
  When the class ended, each youngster took home either a ‘Tony’s 
Blue Magic’ or ‘Starlet’ African violet grown by Hartleib. They also 
received a leaf cutting growing happily in its own tiny greenhouse 
made from a water bottle. 
  Myra Lader, YOAVS member, explained how she made the green-
house bottles for the class.
  “I cut a bottle in half and made short cuts down the rim of the 
lower section of the bottle so the upper section could slide back on 
top easily. I filled the lower half with damp African violet soil mix, 
and the greenhouse was ready for a tiny leaf to be added,” Lader 
explained. “The kids will have to be patient because it is going to 
take about nine months for a new little plant to grow from their leaf 
cutting. It should grow the whole time it is in the greenhouse bottle 
without needing extra water.”
    “Another key to growing African violets is to not overwater them,” 

T

African Violets

Evelona Ackley, society member, added. “To have proper drainage, 
I recommend using a special African violet soil mix that consists of 
1/3 perlite, 1/3 vermiculite and 1/3 peat moss. Since African violets 
grow wild in East African rainforests, they prefer filtered sunlight, 
moist air and a warm temperature.”
  “If you find tiny gnats flying around your plant’s soil, you have 
fungus gnats. They do not hurt the plant, but they are bothersome,” 
said Hartleib. “Spray the plant’s soil with a fungicide in order to kill 
these pesky insects. Sometimes commercial soil you buy actually 
has fungus gnat eggs in it. The eggs will hatch, and soon you have 
adult gnats buzzing around your plant.”
  If you have a houseplant near and dear to your heart that you 
would like to teach a group of      4-Hers how to grow, contact your 
local Cooperative Extension Office to obtain the names of 4-H Hor-
ticulture leaders in your area.
  Teaching youngsters a love of gardening will help ensure our gar-
den clubs continue to thrive in the future when these young mem-
bers are ready to join.
  

Photo credits: Karen Bowen

Horticulture Chairman, 
Karen Bowen
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Above - Evelona Ackley, Rod Hartleib and Myra Lader, members of Yuma Orchid and African Violet Society, hold 
African violets used to teach a group of 4-Hers the basics of growing this interesting plant. Its fuzzy leaves and 
clusters of pretty blooms make it a fun plant for youngsters to grow.

Left - It’s hard to pick just one when there are so many 

African violets to choose from. 4-H members and Clover 

Buddies had the opportunity to learn about African violets 

from Yuma Orchid and African Violet Society members. 

Pictured are Claire Pilkington, Quinn Sellers and her sis-

ter, Logan Pilkington, and Rod Hartleib, YOAVS president.

Right - Myra Lader, YOAVS member, holds greenhouses 

she made from water bottles for the 4-H youngsters to 

take home. A leaf cutting was placed in each bottle filled 

with damp African violet soil. In about nine months, a 

new plant should be growing and ready to be transplant-

ed into a regular pot.
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amily: Hesperiidae

Subfamily: Pyrginae

Identification: Hindwing tails are short. Upperside is brown with prominent clear spots on both forewing and 

hindwing. Underside is speckled with brown and gray; clear spots are not so obvious.

Wing Span: 1 3/8 - 1 5/8 inches (3.5 - 4.2 cm).

Life History: To seek females, males perch on trees on hilltops. Females lay eggs singly on leaves or buds of host plants. 

Caterpillars live in shelters of rolled leaves and feed on leaves. Chrysalids hibernate.

Flight: Possibly two flights in Arizona from April-July; one flight in Colorado from May-June.

Caterpillar Hosts: Arizona oak (Quercus arizonica), Emory oak (Q. emoryi), and others.

Adult Food: Sap and spittlebug secretions.

Habitat: Juniper-oak woodland.

Range: Southwest Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, west Texas, and Mexico.

Conservation: Not usually required.

Know Your Arizona Butterflies

F

Karen Bowen, 
Birds, Bees & Butterflies Chairman
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Short-tailed Skipper 
Zestusa dorus
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amily:  Troglodytidae

Identification:  Brown and white barred wings and tail, a dark-brown cap and a white streak above each 

eye. Underbelly is white with brown spots. 

Length:  7-8 inches

Life-span:  7-10 years

Habitat:  Builds multiple nests in cacti, usually cholla cacti. Lives in deserts, foothills and urban areas throughout the 

southwest. 

Food:  Eats mostly spiders and insects, such as beetles, wasps, grasshoppers and butterflies. Eats ripe cacti fruit. Gets 

most of its water from the food it eats and rarely drinks free-standing water.

Range:  Found in Arizona, S. California, Nevada, Texas, Utah and north-central Mexico.

Did You Know?

Kentucky chose the first state bird in 1926, the Northern Cardinal. Arizona chose its state bird in 1931, the Cactus Wren.

Raises 2-3 broods each year.

Global breeding population is 7 million with 43% in the U.S. and 57% in Mexico.

Male builds all 3 nests each season and returns to the first nest to care for the young while the female incubates their 

next clutch of eggs in the second nest.

Largest wren in the U.S.

Know Your Arizona Birds

F

Karen Bowen, 
Birds, Bees & Butterflies Chairman

Cactus Wren
Arizona’s State Bird

Camphylorhynchus brunneicapillus
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rder:  Hymenoptera

Family:  Apidae

Sub-family:  Xylocopinae

Identification:  Metallic blue-black body and wings with a shiny abdomen

Length:  1 inch 

Life-span:  1-2  generations per year, adults can live up to 3 years

Habitat:  A solitary insect that makes its nest in dead tree trunks and agave, sotol or yucca stalks. Will drill nests in 

commercial wood, as well.

Food:  Nectar, pollen and oils from flowers

Range:  Throughout Arizona

Did You Know?

Three species live in Arizona:  California Carpenter Bee, Valley Carpenter Bee, and Horse-fly Carpenter Bee.

The female rolls pollen into a ball and pushes it to the back of the tunnel she has drilled in wood or a plant stalk. 

She lays an egg and plugs the chamber with chewed wood or stalk material. She then places a pollen ball in the next 

chamber, lays another egg, and seals the chamber. Usually 6 eggs are laid in each tunnel.

Larvae emerge as young bees in 5-7 weeks.

The region around Tucson, AZ is thought to be host to more kinds of bees than anywhere else in the world, with the 

possible exception of deserts in Israel.

Know Your Arizona Bees

O

Karen Bowen, 
Birds, Bees & Butterflies Chairman

Carpenter Bee
Xylocopa spp.
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The Yuma desert has been a riot of flowers due to all the rain and cold weather which 
allowed them to remain longer than usual. There is pink  desert sand verbena, white 

desert primrose and pink desert lupin.

Photo Credits: Lois Weinstein
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he Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs in cooperation with the Maricopa County Master 

Gardeners held Series II Course I of NGC Landscape Design School on January 19 & 20, 

2019 at the Maricopa County Extension Center in Phoenix.  

The Landscape Design Study Courses offer a series of four 10-hour courses. The courses 

cover the history of landscape design as well as instruction from landscape architects in a variety of 

design techniques used in home and municipal settings. 

Two more students completed the four Courses in this session and will bring the number of Arizona 

Landscape Design Consultants to a total of 19. 

Series 2 Course 2 has been scheduled for January 25 & 26, 2020.  Registration will begin this summer, 

contact Judy Tolbert tolbertjl10@gmail.com for more information.

 

Landscape Design School

T
Judy Tolbert
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Anyone Interested In Taking Flower Show 
School And Becoming A Judge ? 

Flower Show School consists of 4 courses, 
usually 2  a year. Each course consists of 3 parts    
1.   Horticulture   
2.  Design  
3.  Flower Show Procedure ( how to put on a Flower   
     Show. ) 
You learn a great deal and have fun doing it. There is an 
upcoming Flower Show School put on by the Nevada Gar-
den Clubs Inc and Nevada Judges Council to be held in Las 
Vegas , May 15-17, 2019.
If you have any questions please contact me at 
buffharrington@gmail.com

Nevada Garden Clubs, Inc. is sponsoring a 
Flower Show School

Location: Nevada Garden Clubs Center
  800 Twin Lakes Drive
  Las Vegas, Nevada  89107
  (Not a mailing address)

Course I is scheduled for May 15–17, 2019
 Horticulture Instructor:  Dorthy Yard
 Design Instructor:   Elaine Gunderson

Course II is scheduled for September 25-27, 2019
 Horticulture Instructor: Marva Lee Peterschick
 Design Instructor:  Jo Krallman

Course III is scheduled for February 19-21, 2020
Course IV is scheduled for June 24-26, 2020

For more information please contact: 
Registrar: Jean Engelmann
Email: wjengelmann@gmail.com
Telephone: 702-456-3126
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eeders Garden Club dedicated a Pollinator Garden at Tumbleweed Park in Chandler, Arizona on Friday, 

April 27, 2018.  

This has been a yearlong project led by Weeder, Pat Murrish.  One thousand dollars in seed money for 

this project was funded by the President’s Project of the AFGC immediate Past-President, Judy Tolbert.  

Selling engraved pavers to line the walkway through the garden provided additional funding. There were also many dona-

tions of plants, boulders and painted rocks used as plant markers.  Weeder, Pat Bunkley, organized the dedication day, which 

was a wonderful celebration of the importance of pollinators.

Weeders Garden Club

W

Image credit: Mary Oester

Beth Kirkpatrick
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Petersen House Museum
1414 W Southern Road, Tempe

It’s time to show o� your best springtime hat and enjoy a festive tea party with 
�nger sandwiches, scones, lemon curd and other edibles on the lawn of 

this historic house.  Beautiful themed baskets will be ra�ed o�.  Open to all. 
Bring your favorite tea cup and wear a wide-brimmed hat. 

Speaker:  Lee Ann Aronson, Arizona Herb Association

Growing Herbal Teas

$25 per 
person

Email:

Please register by March 12, 2019  

Name:  

Club:  Phone:

Please make $25 check payable to:  Tempe Garden Club
Mail check and registration form to:  Josephine Vincze, 2512 N Central Dr, Chandler, AZ 85224

Questions?  Contact Jeanne Davis at zd2@cox.net or 602-300-8413

Bring your favorite tea cup! 
Wear your favorite hat!

(Tempe Garden Club Members Free)
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Dear AFGC Presidents and members. 

The Southern District is pulling out their jewels for the 85th AFGC convention “Desert Gems” to be held April 5-7, 2019.    
We have already ”mined”  some “sparkling” speakers and workshop instructors.  We plan to roll out the “red carpet” for 
our National and State officers.   Besides our 3-way raffle, we expect to have some real “gems” in our silent auction and 
raffle baskets. 

The convention will be held at the Desert  Diamond (of course!)    It is located south of Tucson at 7350 S Nogales Highway 
(directions below).  Please feel free to bring spouses and friends and if you’re so inclined, your spending money.   Rooms 
are $109 per night + taxes and fees if reserved by March 15, 2019.    Please look for the convention registration form on 
the AFGC website www.azgardenclubs.com in early February.   It will also be included in the next Greenleaf.     Convention 
registrations will need to be submitted by March 20, 2019 to avoid the $10 late registration fee. 

If you choose to come to the convention early or stay late, some interesting side trips via I-19 include:  

San Xavier Mission – dates back to 1700s, renovations continuing 

Titan Missile - silo (the last of its kind in the US) 

Duval Mine - lots of copper items to purchase, an hourly guided tour thru the outdoor mine plus a small garden of 
plants protected from the mining operation.   

Tubac -  For shopping you can travel to a historic village with wonderful arts and specialty shops.   

Nogales, Mexico –  further on I-I9.  Be sure to have proper identification to return to the US.  

We need your help to make this a successful convention..  We have included flyers for the Silent Auction and the Basket 
Raffle.   We have also included instructions for the 3 Way Raffle and associated tickets for sale.  Please share these with 
your members. 

We hope to see as many of you AFGC “gems” as possible in early April in Tucson. 

Sincerely, The 2019 AFGC Convention Committee 

 

DIRECTIONS to Desert Diamond Convention and Casino 

Take I-10 south to I-19, Take Exit 95 to the left onto Valencia.  At South Nogales Highway, turn to the right.  After 1.1 miles, 
the Desert Diamond is on the right.  Upon entering the parking lot, the hotel is to the far left.  

AFGC 2019 Convention 

DESERT GEMS 
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“Diamonds in the Rough”  

Needed for Silent Auction!!!! 
While we don’t expect diamonds such as these, we need your “Diamonds” to support 
the AFGC Convention.  Here is your opportunity to do some “spring cleaning”.  If you 
have participated in Silent Auctions, you know the items donated should be of good 
quality.  When choosing your donation, take into consideration the attendees of the 
convention and what they might give as gifts.  Some suggested items are garden items, 
silver/gold/copper items, gift certificates, jewelry, design materials/containers, 
placemats/napkins, quilts, anything artistic, or other items of interest.  Put on your 
thinking cap and start looking.   

Please bring your Silent Auction donations when you register on Friday afternoon.  
Many tables will be available to display these items and each item will have a list 
available for bidders to sign their name and list their monetary offer.  The Silent Auction 
will begin as soon as all entries are in place on Friday and the Silent Auction will end 
Saturday evenong.  Highest bidders will be announced and receive their items on 
Sunday morning. Checks made out to AFGC Convention would be appreciated. 

Silent Auctions can be very lucrative.  Thank you in advance for your generous 
contributions for this fundraiser! 

If you have any questions, please call 

Mimi Salber 520-850-4630 or email ksalber1@mindspring.com 

P.S.  If you live in or close to Tucson, you may contact me to give us your donation 
before the convention.  We may be able to pick up items in Phoenix at Judges Council or 
the March Board meeting.. 
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A Tisket – A Tasket 

We need your GEM of a basket 

Remember the baskets that each club has donated to be raffled off during 
previous special events?  Well, here we go again!   

We ask you to use your talents to design, create, and fill a unique “Raffle Basket” 
for the convention on April 5, 6, 7.  You may follow the “Desert Gems” theme or 
any theme that you desire.  Give your basket a “name” or “title” and Club Name.  
Also, list the items in the basket. The more value in your basket, the more raffle 
tickets participants will put in the drawing for that basket.  We look forward to 
seeing each club’s exclusive interpretation and collection related to their theme.  
Let’s see how many raffle tickets each club will generate. 

There will be a table near registration on Friday afternoon where you may bring 
your basket.  The “Raffle Baskets’ will be displayed on tables in one of the 
conference rooms.  They will remain there until the drawing on Sunday Morning. 

Thanks in advance for contributing to this fundraiser!!! 

Sandy Pagano  

770-617-0782 

sandygarden2@yahoo.com 

Chairperson of the Raffle Baskets 
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Star Light, Star Bright 

Will I win the raffle tonite?. 

Well, you can’t win if you don’t enter!!  The winner of the 3 Way Raffle  could be you or your 
club.  According to Arizona Law, no purchase is necessary to enter or win.* 

I would like to encourage all garden club members across the state to make this fund raiser 
raffle a huge success.  In addition to the 50% going to AFGC,  the other 50% will be shared by 
two lucky winners. 

Enclosed are tickets for each club to sell to friends, neighbors and relatives.  You don’t have to 
attend the event to win, but I encourage you to do so if you are able.  The tickets are $2.00 
each or 3 tickets for $5.00.  The name, address and phone number is written on the portion of 
the ticket that will be returned for the drawing.  These tickets portions should be returned to 
the following along with all monies (checks are preferred (made out to AFGC Fund Raiser)): 

Diane Tretschok,    12333 E Calle del Gorrion,     Tucson, AZ    85748 

Any unpurchased tickets must be returned to the above prior to the drawing.   If you have any 
questions or need extra tickets,  please call 520-546-0663 or email me at 
ddt85748@yahoo.com.  I will be happy to send the extra tickets if needed.   We will also be 
selling tickets during the convention. 

Your participation in the 3 Way Raffle is appreciated.  Good luck to all and thank you for your 
support. 

Hope to see you in Tucson in April,  The 2019 AFGC 3-Way Raffle Committee  

 

*To receive one free entry ticket into the raffle, send a request for a ticket to the 3 Way Raffle person 
named above.  Each request must be received by Diane no later than March 1, 2019.  Entry request not 
received by the Organizer by entry deadline shall be ineligible.  Requestor gets one free entry into the 
raffle being offered.  Limit one free raffle entry by requestor.  Name, address and phone number of 
requestor must be provided at time of request.   
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Following is the tentative schedule for the upcoming AFGC Convention to be held at Desert Diamond Casino, 
7350 S Nogales Hwy, Tucson, April 5, 6 and 7, 2019.  PH (520-294-7777).  Sleeping room reservations should be 
made directly with Desert Diamond Casino by calling 520-294-7777.  Room reservations must be made by    
March 15, 2019 to receive the special convention rate of $109 plus taxes/fees, Single or Double occupancy. 

 

Friday April 5, 2019  3pm    Registration at Hotel                                                              
    6pm-7:30pm  Dinner                                      
    7:30-9pm   Program  “All About Hats from 1800 to the Present”                         
      modeled by members of Los Cerros/Indian Ridge GC & Tucson GC                   
      (Attendees are encouraged to wear hats) 

Saturday April 6, 2019  8am     Breakfast                                                                                         
   8am-5pm  Vendors                                                                              
    9:30-10:30am   AFGC Board Meeting                                                              
   10:30am    Registration for Media Workshop                                     
    10:45am  Media Workshop Elisabeth Samuels Rm 1                                                 
   12pm     Lunch & Speaker (Pima County Seed Library)        
   1:30-2:30pm             Awards & Memorial Service                             
      2:30pm – 4pm Workshops (2 will run concurrently)                                      
      Rm 2  Creative Rock Painting ( fee for supplies)                                                            
      Rm 3  New Floral Designs (fee for supplies)                        
   5pm   Cocktail Reception                    
   6pm   Dinner                 
   7pm   NGC President Speech & Installation     
   8pm   Incoming AFGC President Reception    
               (Note:  50/25/25 Raffle, Silent Auction and Basket Raffle close at 8pm) 

Sunday April 7, 2019  8am   Breakfast & Speaker (Feng Shui)    
   9am   Winners of 50/25/25, Basket Raffle, Silent Auction, and                     
       Gardener’s Choice Award to be announced           
   9:30am  Incoming AFGC President Meeting                                   
   10:00am- noon Departures, All rooms to be vacated by noon                                           

AFGC 2019 ConventionAFGC 2019 ConventionAFGC 2019 ConventionAFGC 2019 Convention    

DESERT GEMSDESERT GEMSDESERT GEMSDESERT GEMS    

 



The Greenleaf  //  25

                                                                                                                               

Following is the tentative schedule for the upcoming AFGC Convention to be held at Desert Diamond Casino, 
7350 S Nogales Hwy, Tucson, April 5, 6 and 7, 2019.  PH (520-294-7777).  Sleeping room reservations should be 
made directly with Desert Diamond Casino by calling 520-294-7777.  Room reservations must be made by    
March 15, 2019 to receive the special convention rate of $109 plus taxes/fees, Single or Double occupancy. 

 

Friday April 5, 2019  3pm    Registration at Hotel                                                              
    6pm-7:30pm  Dinner                                      
    7:30-9pm   Program  “All About Hats from 1800 to the Present”                         
      modeled by members of Los Cerros/Indian Ridge GC & Tucson GC                   
      (Attendees are encouraged to wear hats) 

Saturday April 6, 2019  8am     Breakfast                                                                                         
   8am-5pm  Vendors                                                                              
    9:30-10:30am   AFGC Board Meeting                                                              
   10:30am    Registration for Media Workshop                                     
    10:45am  Media Workshop Elisabeth Samuels Rm 1                                                 
   12pm     Lunch & Speaker (Pima County Seed Library)        
   1:30-2:30pm             Awards & Memorial Service                             
      2:30pm – 4pm Workshops (2 will run concurrently)                                      
      Rm 2  Creative Rock Painting ( fee for supplies)                                                            
      Rm 3  New Floral Designs (fee for supplies)                        
   5pm   Cocktail Reception                    
   6pm   Dinner                 
   7pm   NGC President Speech & Installation     
   8pm   Incoming AFGC President Reception    
               (Note:  50/25/25 Raffle, Silent Auction and Basket Raffle close at 8pm) 

Sunday April 7, 2019  8am   Breakfast & Speaker (Feng Shui)    
   9am   Winners of 50/25/25, Basket Raffle, Silent Auction, and                     
       Gardener’s Choice Award to be announced           
   9:30am  Incoming AFGC President Meeting                                   
   10:00am- noon Departures, All rooms to be vacated by noon                                           

AFGC 2019 ConventionAFGC 2019 ConventionAFGC 2019 ConventionAFGC 2019 Convention    

DESERT GEMSDESERT GEMSDESERT GEMSDESERT GEMS    

 

 
 
 

STANDING RULES 
OF 

ARIZONA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 
 

PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION 
AFGC Executive Committee Meeting 

AFGC Board of Directors Meeting 
March 7, 2019 

 
 

WEBSITE 
 

 An AFGC Local Garden Club/AFGC Council/AFGC Plant Society Club shall have an 
 allotted space that is approximately the equivalent of 3-5 hard copy letter size pages on   
            the AFGC Website for club/council activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AFGC – Standing Rules Proposed Recommendation – WEBSITE – Bylaws & Standing Rules Committee approved for 03-07-19 meetings. 
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AFGC Record Retention Plan 
 

All officers, directors and members need to understand their responsibilities in 
implementing, maintaining and disposing of records of the Arizona Federation of 
Garden Clubs, Inc. (AFGC). 
 
Records are generated as part of the activities of AFGC and its’ members.  These 
records are the property of AFGC, which retains complete control over them.  
These records are needed to satisfy government requirements, as well as, to 
maintain the history of the organization.  Officers and members are expected to 
abide by any rules and regulations, as may be imposed over the creation, usage, 
maintenance, retention and disposition of these records, regardless of media or 
location of the records. 
  

a. Permanent and temporary records, containing the books and records of 
AFGC, shall be under the supervision and control of the President and 
the Archive Archivist Chairman. 

b. All AFGC hard copy records deemed to be permanent or temporary 
records will shall be identified for permanent or temporary-retention, 
scanned and transferred to a digital storage device. 

c. Copies of records may be provided to requesting members, but the 
original must be retained on a digital storage device or in the AFGC 
fireproof portable safe.  No hard copy or electronic document or record 
will shall be destroyed or deleted if pertinent to any ongoing or 
anticipated government investigation or proceeding or private litigation. 

d. No document or record will shall be destroyed or deleted as required to 
comply with government auditing standards. 

 
Define AFGC Records for Permanent Retention 
 
     1.  Articles of Incorporation, IRS Determination Letters 
     2.  Scholarship Endowment agreements and contracts 
     3.  AFGC Life Membership Roster 
     4.  Bylaws and Standing Rules, Chronological Record 
     5.  AFGC Executive Committee, Board of Directors and    
 Annual/Convention Meeting Minutes 
     6.  Independent Audited, Reviewed or Compiled Financial Reports 
     7.  Annual Financial Statements prepared by the AFGC Treasurer 

(including Revenue and Expense Statements, Change in Financial    
Position and General Ledger) 
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Define AFGC Records for Temporary Retention – Recommended seven (7) 
years 
 

1. IRS Form 990 Tax Return 
Applicable law and an organization’s policies can require that the 
organization retain records longer than the required 3 years.  Form 990, 
Part VI, line 14, asks whether the organization has a document retention 
and destruction policy. 

2.  Annual Budgets 
3.  Meeting Agendas and Call Letters 
4.  Other Financial Records i.e. Special Event Reports and Budgets,  

 Convention Reports 
5.  Annual QuickBooks or other financial software backup files 
6.  NGC School Records including accreditation of students 
7.  Investment and Bank Records 
8.  Expense Reimbursements Requests 
9.  Board Rosters 
10.  Board Reports 
11.  Presidential Citations 
12.  Vendor Form 1099, Form W-9, as needed 

 
Temporary and Permanent Storage on the Website 
 

1. Special Event Flyers and Registration Forms 
2. Convention Agendas and Itineraries 
3. Greenleaf Bulletin 
4. AFGC, Pacific Region and NGC Award Lists, Presidential Citations, 

Scholarship Awards 
5. Yearbook/Directory 
6. Job Descriptions/Procedures 

 
Define Storage Devices 
 

1. Website 
2. USB Drive (s) 
3. Fireproof Portable Safe-Store Hard Copies of Permanent Records #1, 2 

and 5. 
4. External Storage Drive as added safety net (Recommended $70 to $150). 

 
………………………………………………………………………………............. 
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Implementation of the AFGC Records Retention Plan 
 

1. The Archive Archivist Chairman person will  shall manage Record 
Retention and will ensure that all records are maintained accordingly.  The 
Archive Archivist Chairman will receive digital copies of all AFGC meeting 
minutes, financial reports, Officer’s and Board Reports and any other record 
deemed to be a permanent or temporary record, as identified in this Record 
Retention Plan. 

2. Each Officer and Chairperson should identify all records that they create and 
receive by the end of their term of office along with information that is 
needed to identify elements of the record.  A schedule of these records 
should be sent to the Archive  Archivist Chairman no later than June 15th. 

3. An appropriate form/schedule will shall be included in newly installed 
Officer’s and Chairperson’s installation packets and will shall be available 
on the AFGC website. 

4. Develop a file system for storage devices/media to facilitate the process for 
retrieval of records. 

 
 
Record Maintenance 
 

1. Minimally, at the end of every fiscal year, the Archive Archivist Chairman 
will shall conduct internal records review to ensure that all permanent and 
temporary records have been added to a digital storage device with 
appropriate backup. 

2. As needed, review all electronic records and upgrade to stable technology. 
3. Destroy hard copy records, after ensuring that all records have been scanned 

and transferred to digital media based on the Record Retention Plan at the 
end of each fiscal year.  

4. All permanent and temporary records will shall be kept on digital storage 
devices and/or the AFGC portable safe with added backup for permanent 
records. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
January2019 FINAL 
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BYLAWS 
of 

ARIZONA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 
APPROVED RECOMMENDATIONS 

of 
AFGC Executive Committee Meeting 

AFGC Board of Directors Meeting 
October 24, 2018 

for 
ANNUAL MEETING 

April 6, 2019 
 
 

ARTICLE VII – OFFICERS 
 
Section 3 – APPOINTED OFFICERS 
The appointed officers of AFGC shall be a Corresponding Secretary, Parliamentarian, Finance Chairman 
and Historian/Archivist.  They shall be appointed by the President for a two (2) year term and may 
serve again by re-appointment. 
TO READ: 
The appointed officers of AFGC shall be the Corresponding Secretary, Parliamentarian, Finance 
Chairman and Historian.  The position shall be appointed by the AFGC President for a two (2) year term 
and the appointed officer may serve again by re-appointment. 
Rationale:  The Archivist is a chairman position. 
 

 
ARTICLE VIII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 
Section 1 – PRESIDENT 
 
The President shall: 

c.  Appoint the Corresponding Secretary, Parliamentarian, Historian/Archivist, Finance 
Chairman and chairmen of committees and committee members. 
TO READ: 
c.  Appoint the Corresponding Secretary, Parliamentarian, Historian, Finance Chairman and 
chairmen of committees and committee members. 
Rationale:  The Archivist is a chairman position. 

 
 e.  Serve as ex-officio member of all committees, except the Nominating Committee. 

TO READ: 
e.  Serve as an ex-officio member of all committees, except the AFGC Nominating Committee.  
With the exception of the AFGC Nominating Committee,  as an ex-officio member of AFGC in 
committee meetings, the AFGC President has exactly the same rights and privileges as do all 
other members of the committee including the right to make motions, to speak in debate, and to 
vote on all questions. 
Rationale:  According to Robert’s Rules of Order in Brief– Newly Revised (11th ed.) pp. 405-6. 

 
 
Section 8 – TREASURER 
 
 ADD: 
 j.  Procure and maintain AFGC Liability Insurance Policy.  Pay insurance premiums and   
     communicate with insurance agent as needed. 
 k. Master Administer of the electronic Accounting software. 
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BYLAWS 
of 

ARIZONA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 
 

PROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS 
AFGC Executive Committee Meeting 

AFGC Board of Directors Meeting 
March 7, 2019 

 
 

ARTICLE VII – OFFICERS 
 
Section 1 – ELECTED OFFICERS 
 
f.  In the event of a vacancy in any office, the Nominating Committee shall submit a name to the 
Executive Committee for approval, subject to the ratification by the Board of Directors.  The election 
may be conducted by E-mail voting. 
TO READ: 
f.  Vacancies: 

1.  Resignations from elected office are to be submitted in writing to be e-mailed to the 
Recording Secretary, who will notify the AFGC President, the AFGC Executive Committee and the 
AFGC Nominating Committee of the event of a vacancy.    
2.  All vacancies in elective offices, other than the President, shall be filled for the unexpired term 
by the Nominating Committee, subject to the approval of the Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors. 
3.  The AFGC Executive Committee and AFGC Board of Directors election may be conducted by E-
mail voting. 
4.  A vacancy in the office of the President shall be filled for the unexpired term by the First Vice-
President or the President-Elect. 

Rationale:  Clarification of procedure 
 
 

 
ARTICLE VIII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 
Section 9 – ASSISTANT TREASURER 

c.  Maintain an accurate member database including name, address, phone number, email 
address, club affiliation and office, if appropriate. 
DELETE:  
ADD: 
c.  Coordinate with Database Chairman regarding roster updates and verifying  correct tally and 

 payment. 
Rationale:  An AFGC Data Base Chairman position has been created to cover this responsibility. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AFGC Bylaws Proposed Recommendations #3 – March 7, 2019 – approved BL&SRC Report 02-13-19 
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And day’s at the morn;
Morning’s at seven;

The hill-side’s dew-pearled;
The lark’s on the wing;
The snail’s on the thorn;
God’s in his Heaven— 

All’s right with the world! 
~Robert Frost

2017-2018 Executive 
Board and 
Board Chairpersons

President:
Marcie Brooks
Vice-President: 
Judy Shelton
Recording Secretary:
Ann Kronenwetter
Corresponding Secretary:
Carol Parrott
Treasurer:
Judy Kennedy
Assistant Treasurer:
Josephine Vince
Parliamentarian/ Historian:
Elaine Gunderson
Hospitality:
Orvalita Hopkins
Newsletter Editor:
Elisabeth Samuels

Greenleaf: Spring Edition, March 2019
Please send all article submissions to:

elisabeth.salterra@gmail.com
Our next deadline is:

May 17, 2019 P
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