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Winter
want to give you an update on my 
President’s Project which has been 
to help with funding the replanting 
of the Wallace Garden in the Boyce 
Thompson Arboretum.  

The permanent placement for these 5,000 
cacti and other succulents consists of 
about 12 to 15 acres and an irrigation sys-
tem and pathways have been installed.  In 
February of this year, some artifacts were 
found in the placement area and all activ-
ity was halted until the State Archeologist 
assessed the situation. Fortunately, it was 
deemed that only some pathways had to 
be rerouted to be respectful of sensitive 
areas. I have not been able to visit the site 
because it is still a “hard hat” area and is 
closed to the public and most arboretum 
personnel because large machinery is be-
ing used to move the plants.  It is estimated 
that the Wallace Garden will be open to the 
public in February 2019. 
In a previous Greenleaf, I wrote about a 
young female woodpecker who flew into 
a window of my home in November 2017.  
The impact had damaged her beak.  I had 

placed her in Fallen Feathers for rehabilita-
tion. I visited her frequently to check on her 
progress.  This past September, I was finally 
able to transport her and two young male 
woodpeckers back to my place for release 
into the Sonoran Desert Preserve which 
backs up to my home. I was informed by the 
Director, who runs Fallen Feathers, that the 
birds would fly away when I released them 
and I would never see them again.  I was sure 
that I would need to gradually rehabilitate 
my “lady” woodpecker to the desert.  After I 
carried the pet carrier I had used to transport 
the three birds to my backyard, I opened it 
but the three birds remained inside.  I went 
into my house to fetch a dish to put some 
dried mashed worm pellets in it, thinking that 
might coax the birds out of the carrier.  When 
I returned with the dish of food, they had al-
ready flown away as the Director of Fallen 
Feathers had predicted.  I put out fruit daily 
in my backyard and I observe woodpeckers 
(among many other bird species) frequent-
ing my back yard almost daily and one of 
them is “Lady”.  I can identify her because 
her beak doesn’t completely close although 
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that doesn’t impede her ability to eat.  No, my eyesight isn’t that remarkable – I use binoculars!  I’m happy that she acclimated to living 
independently so quickly.
AFGC members, we have a new award.  It is the Laurel Award and I am asking all AFGC members to familiarize yourselves with this new 
award.  Recipients of this award must be recommended by another AFGC member(s). Up to four Laurel Awards may be presented annually.  
All the awards and the award application form are available on our website. You will need to use the common password to get into that 
area of our website.  If you have questions, feel free to contact our Awards Chairman Lucy Samuels or myself.
AFGC now has a Database Chairman and we welcome Elisabeth Samuels into this new position.  Garden Club/Plant Society/Council 
Presidents please notify Elisabeth of any contact information changes in your membership, as well as, resignations, new members, etc. 
at any time throughout the year.  Garden Club/Plant Society Treasurers you are still required to send all the contact information of your 
membership, along with dues, to the Assistant Treasurer every April who will use it to tally dues and then forward that information to our 
Database Chairman.  Upon the resignation of Tricia Schaeffer, Josephine Vincze was voted to be Assistant Treasurer at the October 24th, 
2018 Board of Directors Meeting for the remainder of my tenure as President and I extend a warm welcome to Josephine on behalf of all 
AFGC members and  I thank Tricia for her service to AFGC.

I extend best wishes for a happy and healthy Holiday Season to all AFGC members and their families and may 2019 be a wonderful year 
for everyone.

Marcie Brooks,
 AFGC President
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hen I moved to Arizona over thirty years ago my new home needed landscaping.

Shortly after moving in I noticed a leafy green mat-like plant growing in the dirt in my front 

yard.  I thought, “That’s nice, some volunteer ground cover.”  I let it grow.

    One morning, as I visited with my neighbor by the mailbox, she noticed my spreading 

“ground cover.”  Horrified, she said, “You have spurge in your yard!”  

     “It makes a nice ground cover,” I said.  I told her I kind of liked it.

      “Kill it,” she said firmly.

      “You can’t let it keep growing because it’s a weed.” she said. At the time neither one of us knew that it was 

an invasive weed.*

       She suggested Roundup.   It worked and I later used it on the rocks that I had spread over the dirt.    I also 

used a preemergent.  Both products kept the spurge from becoming a problem.  I’m sure my neighbor was 

happy that I wasn’t sharing this weed with her.

     What is spurge?  Kelly Young writes in a June 2012 article for the Arizona Cooperative Extension from the 

University of Arizona that “spurges are a broadleaf weed that invades landscapes, gardens and turf in the low 

deserts of Arizona.”      Young states that they “blanket areas where there is ample sunlight and moisture.”  

    It belongs to the family Euphorbiaceae and its genus is Chamaesyce.*

     Young warns that “spurges produce a milky sap that can cause contact dermatitis in sensitive individuals 

and mild to serious eye irritation in most people.”   The sap also attracts ants that sting. These are not ants that 

one wants to be stung by, as some of us know, that have come in contact with them.  The writer also warns that 

the ants’ venom can be harmful to people who are allergic to it.**

    Young writes that “members of the genus Chamaesyce are monecious meaning that the plants produce 

imperfect flowers that either have pollen or ovules.”  Young states that “ants are likely pollinators transferring 

pollen from the anthers of male flowers to the pistils of female flowers while collecting nectar.”   The author 

states that some spurges can produce about “500 seeds in a square foot” in about two weeks.  Along with the 

W

Photo credit: Weedalert

Sheila Bryce
Invasive Weeds Chairman

It’s Not Ground Cover!

wind these seeds are also spread by the 

same stinging ants that carry the pollen. 

Young writes that garden tools and shoes 

may also spread the plant’s seeds. **

     So, Sheila’s “ground cover” was an inva-

sive weed that could possibly cause pain 

to those coming in contact with it.  If you 

should see this in your landscaping, do as 

my neighbor suggested: “kill it”.   You don’t 

want to expose yourself or your neighbors 

to potential pain or an allergic reaction 

caused by an invasive weed.  Remember: 

“It’s not Ground Cover.”
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 Desert Pointe Garden Club

M
embers traveled to Arcadia Color Garden Nursery for Desert Pointe Garden Club’s October meeting.  The 

Nursery kindly made space for us to hold our regular meeting and their staff member, Carolyn Hill, dem-

onstrated the creation of beautiful container gardens using a surprising variety of plant materials.  It was 

a very instructive session and we had lots of time after the demonstration to shop their amazing selec-

tions, including the Creeping Wire Vine as shown.

We’ve had several work sessions since the weather cooled, including a return to the Ahwatukee Recreation Center where we 

again ‘harvested’ a half-dozen bags of pruning debris and weeds. We can report that the neighbor’s vines at our TCH project 

house in south Tempe were again flowing over the fence but that the garden beds were in great shape and the roses were 

beautiful. We weeded and trimmed and planted some fresh annuals at that site.  At our newest TCH house in Ahwatukee we 

trimmed back bougainvillea, yucca and cactus and removed three fan palms that had ‘volunteered’ in inconvenient spots in 

the backyard. We also marked out locations for three new trees, added new yuccas, and made some improvements in the 

front so that the entrance is a little more attractive.   Fortunately, the watering system has (mostly) been repaired and the 

worst of the ‘swamp’ has dried up.  Luckily for us, the overgrown trees that loomed over the yard from the street side of the 

back block wall were badly damaged in the monsoon and the city removed them.  Sometimes we do catch a break!

The highlight of our fall season was the 90th birthday celebration for our member Dema Lee.  Dema is a long time garden 

club member, starting with a garden club in Coolidge before her transfer to Desert Pointe eight years ago.  She has had a 

most interesting life, partially chronicled in her memoir, Indian Oasis, and she is a fervent champion of Treasures for Teach-

ers and was instrumental in encouraging our members to save and contribute to this great cause.  Happy Birthday, Dema!

Sandy Everett

Photo Credits: Sandy Everett
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Happy Birthday Dema Lee!
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 his past November the Phoenix Chrysanthemum 
Society held their 45th annual show at the Valley 
Garden Center in Phoenix.  On November 17-18, spec-
tacular mums from not only the Southwest but also 
from as far away as Seattle were entered into com-

petition.  AFGC was again invited to provide a design section which 
has always been a highlight with attendees.  In this Division, each 
entry must contain one or more chrysanthemums which must be 
the dominant flower but does not need to be grown by the exhibi-
tor.  Coordinated by Lucy Samuels, a member of Scottsdale Garden 
Club, Desert Designers and Old Town Scottsdale, this year’s theme 
was “Mums the Word” with three sections featuring different types 
of designs.  Mickie Rustad, Desert Designers, was the Petite Award 
winner with her wonderful transparency design “Loose Lips Sink 
Ships”.  The Tricolor Section winner was Judy Kennedy, Scotts-
dale Garden Club and Desert Designers, with her interpretation of 

T

Fall Fireworks!  Mums the Word
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Judy Kennedy
AFGC Design Chair

“Sounds of Silence” as a Cascade Design.  Rea Heesch, Scottsdale 
Garden Club and Desert Designers, was the grand winner taking 
home the Designers Choice Award and Award of Design Excel-
lence with her amazing Armature Design “On the QT”.  The blue 
ribbon winners are pictured below with class title and design type.

 In addition to the great designs, there was a special Education-
al Exhibit this year “Invitation to Floral Design” by Ann Zaccardo, 
Scottsdale Garden Club and Desert Designers.  Along with the Ele-
ments and Principles of Design, useful definitions, and descriptions 
of some specific design types, there were wonderful petite exam-
ples.  There was even a little quiz at the end.  It was informational 
and delightful to view!        

  It was a beautiful show and a fun time.  Don’t miss it next year!

The Phoenix Chrysanthemum Society displayed hundreds of mums, and provided 
information on how to grow the flowers in our desert environment, 
November 17th and 18th, 2018 at the Valley Garden Center, Phoenix, AZ.
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Arizona fall gardens can still be a stunning 
display of vibrant and fragrant flowers.
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he Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs in cooperation with the Maricopa County 
Master Gardeners begins the second series of Landscape Design School on 
January 19 & 20, 2019.

The Landscape Design Study Courses offer a series of four 10-hour courses. The 
courses cover the history of landscape design as well as instruction from landscape architects 
in a variety of design techniques used in home and municipal settings.  

A registration form and course information is available at:
https://www.azgardenclubs.com/event/ngc-landscape-design-school-course-iv-2/ 

For more information, please contact Judy Tolbert   TolbertJL10@gmail.com

Landscape Design School

T

Judy Tolbert

Photo Credits: Judy Kennedy
1. “Keep It Confidential” Featured Plant Material by Wanda Collins 2. “It’s a Secret” Angular Design by Carol Parrott 
3. “Sounds of Silence” Cascade Design by Judy Kennedy 4. “At a Loss for Words” Illuminary Design by Rea Heesch 
5. “Shhh.…” Creative Line or Line Mass Design by Amy Emery 6. “On the QT”
Armature Design by Rea Heesch 7. “Loose Lips Sink Ships” Transparency Design by Mickie Rustad 8. “Can You 
Keep a Secret?”Multi-Rhythmic Design by Judy Kennedy 9 through 13. Educational Exhibits 
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n the summer issue of Greenleaf,  I reported on various youth programs sponsored by NGC. Information describ-

ing the programs came from the NGC website.  After writing the article, I was inspired to offer local Girl Scouts the 

opportunity to earn their native plants patch sponsored by NGC. When I requested information as to how to order 

the NGC Girl Scouts native plants patch, I was told NGC had discontinued sponsoring the patch.

Undeterred, I contacted Emilie Cortez, Southwest Coordinator for Girl Scouts, and learned of several gardening-related 

patches offered by Girl Scouts, Inc.  I chose the “Mr. Smarty Plants” patch and asked Ms. Cortez to invite local Girl Scouts to 

register for a series of classes providing information about local native and invasive plants. Six girls registered, and I 

scheduled Val Morrill, president of Yuma Native Plant Society, and Sharon Jessup, Pecan Grove Garden Club member, to 

present programs about native plants. I also presented a program about southwest native and invasive plants.

The scouts created posters giving information about a native plant they selected, and the posters were displayed at Yuma’s 

main library. In coordination with the poster display at the library, I presented a program to the public about native and inva-

sive plants. The culminating activity for the scouts was planting native plants in the Children’s Garden at Moody Garden, a 

two-acre botanical garden tended by MGM Garden Club. It was a fun-filled afternoon as the girls toured Moody Garden and 

identified native plants before planting in the garden.

  

If your club is interested in helping Girl Scouts earn a gardening patch, contact your local Girl Scouts coordinator to find out 

what gardening patches are available in your area. Plan classes around the patch and have fun sharing your knowledge of 

gardening with local scouts. Having scouts experience the joy of gardening while earning their patch will hopefully encour-

age them to become gardeners as adults and join a garden club.

Cultivate New Members:
by helping Girl Scouts earn 
their gardening patch

I
Karen Bowen, 
AFGC Horticulture Chairman

Sisters,  Sophia and Leah Echols, work on their native 
plants posters that were displayed at the Yuma Main 
Library as part of the activities to earn their “Mr. Smarty 
Plants” patch.

Sharon Jessup, Pecan Grove Garden Club member, taught the 
girl scouts about the benefits native plants have offered to 
humans and wildlife. The Girl Scouts ground Honey Mesquite 
beans into flour using a real matate just as Native Americans 
did centuries ago.

Mr. Smarty Plants
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Pecan Grove Garden Club members 
recently toured a dozen city landscape 
projects the club recently helped fund. 
This xeriscaped area at James Deyo Ten-
nis Court Complex was one of the projects 
funded by the club. L-R: Brenda Sudduth, 
Karen Lynn O’Brien, Sharon Jessup, Lois 
Weinstein, Cindy Carey, Mary Sherman, 
Willene Calvert, Ellen Gardner.
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Sarah Carey, past-president of Pecan Grove Garden Club, accepted a special recognition award for 
the club from Mayor Doug Nicholls at the Dec. 7, 2016, City Council meeting. L-R are:  Marlena Parrott, 
Willene Calvert, Arlene Danser, Sue Ibrahim, Sarah Carey, Lois Weinstein, Sarah Carey, Mayor Doug 
Nichols, Joel Hubbard, Yuma Parks Manager, Debbie Wendt, Dir. of Parks and Rec., Betty McIntire, 
Greg Wilkinson, City Admin., Sharon Jessup and Judy Phillips, chairman

This retaining wall and plantings in front of Riverside Park 
Outdoor Center were funded by Pecan Grove Garden Club.
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S
ince 1955, Pecan Grove Garden Club has helped beautify Yuma’s parks and public areas,” said Willene Cal-

vert, club historian. 

“We pride ourselves in helping the city with landscape projects they might not otherwise be able to afford,” 

said Sharon Jessup, club member.

  “Drought tolerant and native plants are perfect for our projects because they help conserve water and offer 

food and shelter for native wildlife,” said Betty McEntire, club member.

    “At the beginning of each year, we ask Joel Hubbard, city parks manager, what projects we can help fund,” Weinstein 

said. “Having a definite project in mind encourages us to work even harder to raise the necessary money.”

  “Pecan Grove Garden Club has helped the city change water-consuming grassy areas into water-conserving xeriscapes. 

This has saved the city money while still maintaining beautiful landscaping,” said Joel Hubbard, city parks manager. “Our 

collaboration with Pecan Grove Garden Club over the years has helped beautify many areas in Yuma’s parks and public 

spaces, and we look forward to future joint projects.”  

  

The club’s main fundraising project is hand-made, decorative birdhouses sold at community events throughout the year. 

  “Our chief woodworker is Sharon Jessup,” said Cindy Carey, club member. “During the summer when the rest of us are 

complaining how hot it is, Sharon is busy cutting out over 100 birdhouses in her air-conditioned workshop. She uses 

donated wood from the public and  especially loves using old, weathered wood.”

  Jessup chuckled hearing the description of her carpentry skills. “I guess I just love working with wood,” she said. “I’ve 

been cutting out birdhouses for so many years that I do it almost automatically. I’m always looking for wood and encour-

age the public to donate any they don’t want.”

 Once the birdhouses are cut out, club members and their husbands nail them together. Throughout the year, members 

scour thrift shops and yard sales looking for interesting and unusual items to decorate each birdhouse. 

  “No two birdhouses look the same,” said Karen Lynn O’Brien, club member. “We pride ourselves on finding just the 

right items to make each one fun and fanciful. No matter what a person’s hobbies or interests are, we have a birdhouse 

reflecting those interests. From fishing and golf, to dinosaurs and antique tools, we have birdhouses for everyone.”

 

 If members attending AFGC meetings wish to purchase a birdhouse, contact Karen Bowen at 928-726-7322, and she 

will bring a birdhouse to the next meeting.  

 

 “The world delights in a garden, and creating a garden, big or small, is all about joy,” is a quote that 
sums up the goal of Pecan Grove Garden Club to bring joy to Yuma’s residents by beautifying their 
parks.

Karen Bowen, Western District Director

Meet us at the park
Pecan Grove Garden Club has a long history of 

funding city landscape projects
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Pam Perry - President
Liz Lonetti – 1st VP, Programs & IT
Katherine Tarr – 2nd VP, Ways and Means
Chris George – Treasurer
Carla Dunlap - Secretary
Teri Thorpe – Backup for Secretary & Treasurer
Kathy Eastman - Membership
Michelle Spiller – Scholarships
Peggy Sorensen – Herb of the Month
Drew Templeton – Culinary
Janice Beckerleg - at large
Victoria Booth - at large
Monica Gilespie - at large

2019 Herbie Board
Please welcome our 2019 new President: Pam Perry

The third annual Herb Festival sponsored by the Arizona Herb Association is planned for 
Saturday February 23, 2019. Registration will begin at 8:00 am with small continental type nosh, 
herbal tea and coffee. Participants will have an opportunity of  break-out sessions including 
a guided tour of the demo garden, learning about how to use this years featured herbs in the 
kitchen, and growing the featured herbs.  The featured speaker will highlight the morning,. Herbs, 
books, soaps, and AHA memberships will all be available for sale. We will wrap up by 1 pm.   
Tickets will be available thru the Facebook page in January.

Arizona Herb Association
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Is  It T
ru

e?

Elaine Gunderson
Parlimentarian

IS IT TRUE -
A PRESIDENT CAN ONLY VOTE TO BREAK A TIE?

Answer – Robert’s Rule of Order – (11th Edition), pp. 405-6:
“No, it is not true that the president can only vote to break a tie.”

“If the president is a member of the voting body, he or she has exactly the same rights and privi-
leges as all other members have, including the right to make motions, to speak in debate and to 
vote on all questions.”
 
“So, in meetings of a small board (12 or less) and in meetings of committee, the presiding officer 
may exercise these rights and privileges as fully as other member.”

“However, the impartiality required of the presiding officer of any other type of assembly (espe-
cially a large one) precludes exercising the rights to make motions or speak in debate while presid-
ing, and also requires refraining from voting except (i) when the vote is by ballot, or (ii) whenever 
his or her vote will affect the result.”

“When will the chair’s vote affect the result?  On a vote that is not by ballot, if a majority is re-
quired and there is a tie, he or she may vote in the affirmative to cause the motion to prevail.  If 
there is one more in the affirmative than in the negative, the chair can create a tie by voting in the 
negative to cause the motion to fail.  Similarly, if the two-thirds vote is required, he or she may 
vote either to cause, or to block, attainment of the necessary two thirds.”

So now you are in the know.
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BYLAWS 
of 

ARIZONA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 
APPROVED RECOMMENDATIONS 

of 
AFGC Executive Committee Meeting 

AFGC Board of Directors Meeting 
October 24, 2018 

for 
ANNUAL MEETING 

April 6, 2019 
 
 

ARTICLE VII – OFFICERS 
 
Section 3 – APPOINTED OFFICERS 
 
The appointed officers of AFGC shall be a Corresponding Secretary, Parliamentarian, Finance Chairman 
and Historian/Archivist.  They shall be appointed by the President for a two (2) year term and may 
serve again by re-appointment. 
TO READ: 
The appointed officers of AFGC shall be the Corresponding Secretary, Parliamentarian, Finance 
Chairman and Historian.  The position shall be appointed by the AFGC President for a two (2) year term 
and the appointed officer may serve again by re-appointment. 
Rationale:  The Archivist is a chairman position. 
 

 
ARTICLE VIII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 
Section 1 – PRESIDENT 
 
The President shall: 

c.  Appoint the Corresponding Secretary, Parliamentarian, Historian/Archivist, Finance 
Chairman and chairmen of committees and committee members. 
TO READ: 
c.  Appoint the Corresponding Secretary, Parliamentarian, Historian, Finance Chairman and 
chairmen of committees and committee members. 
Rationale:  The Archivist is a chairman position. 

 
 e.  Serve as ex-officio member of all committees, except the Nominating Committee. 

TO READ: 
e.  Serve as an ex-officio member of all committees, except the AFGC Nominating Committee.  
With the exception of the AFGC Nominating Committee,  as an ex-officio member of AFGC in 
committee meetings, the AFGC President has exactly the same rights and privileges as do all 
other members of the committee including the right to make motions, to speak in debate, and to 
vote on all questions. 
Rationale:  According to Robert’s Rules of Order in Brief– Newly Revised (11th ed.) pp. 405-6. 

 
Section 8 – TREASURER 
 
 ADD: 
 j.  Procure and maintain AFGC Liability Insurance Policy.  Pay insurance premiums and     
 communicate with insurance agent as needed. 
 k. Master Administer of the electronic Accounting software. 
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Section 12 – HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST 
 
DELETE:  ARCHIVIST in title 
TO READ: 
Section 12 - HISTORIAN 
Rationale:  The Archivist is a chairman position 
 
 

ARTICLE IX - NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

Section 2 – DUTIES 
 

g.  Keep updated copies of AFGC Bylaws and Standing Rules and Pacific Region Policy and 
Procedure Guidelines and NGC Bylaws and Standing Rules. 
TO READ: 
g.  Keep current copies of AFGC Bylaws and Standing Rules, Pacific Region Garden Clubs, Inc. 
(PRGC) Bylaws and Standing Rules and NGC Bylaws and Standing Rules. 

 Rationale:  Update PRGC name and governing documents. 
 

h. Make recommendations for both NGC and Pacific Region Board of Directors in the format 
requested by the Personnel Chairmen of NGC and Pacific Region. 
TO READ: 
h.  Make recommendations for both NGC and Pacific Region Garden Clubs, Inc. (PRGC) Board of 
Directors in the format requested by the Personnel Chairmen of NGC and PRGC. 
Rationale:  Update PRGC name. 

 
 

ARTICLE XIV – FINANCES 
 

Section 2 – FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
Membership shall consist of the Treasurer of AFGC, First Vice-President and/or President-Elect and 
three (3) members appointed by the President.  The Chairman, appointed by the President, shall report 
at each meeting of the Executive Committee and the Board of Directors. 
TO READ: 
Membership shall consist of the following AFGC Elected and Appointed Officers – President, Treasurer, 
First Vice-President and/or President-Elect, Finance Committee Chairman and two (2) additional  
members appointed by the AFGC President.  The Finance Committee Chairman, appointed by the AFGC 
President, shall report at each meeting of the AFGC Executive Committee and the AFGC Board of 
Directors. 
Rationale:  Establish specific AFGC Officers to be committee members. 
 
 

ARTICLE XVI – PUBLICATIONS 
 

The official publication of AFGC shall be The Greenleaf Bulletin. 
TO READ: 
The official publication of AFGC shall be the Greenleaf. 
Rationale:  Reference by members as the Greenleaf. 

 
 

 
AFGC Bylaws Proposed Recommendation #2 – October 24, 2018 –Approved EC & BoD* 
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BYLAWS 
of 

ARIZONA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 
 

PROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS 
AFGC Executive Committee Meeting 

AFGC Board of Directors Meeting 
March 7, 2019 

 
 

ARTICLE VII – OFFICERS 
 
Section 1 – ELECTED OFFICERS 
 
f.  In the event of a vacancy in any office, the Nominating Committee shall submit a name to the 
Executive Committee for approval, subject to the ratification by the Board of Directors.  The election 
may be conducted by E-mail voting. 
TO READ: 
f.  Vacancies: 

1.  Resignations from elected office are to be submitted in writing to be e-mailed to the 
Recording Secretary, who will notify the AFGC President, the AFGC Executive Committee and the 
AFGC Nominating Committee of the event of a vacancy.    
2.  All vacancies in elective offices, other than the President, shall be filled for the unexpired term 
by the AFGC Nominating Committee subject to the approval of the Executive Committee and 
Board of Directors. 
3.  The AFGC Executive Committee and AFGC Board of Directors election may be conducted by E-
mail voting. 
4.  A vacancy in the office of the President shall be filled for the unexpired term by the First Vice-
President or the President-Elect. 

Rationale:  Clarification of procedure 
 
 

 
ARTICLE VIII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 
Section 9 – ASSISTANT TREASURER 

c.  Maintain an accurate member database including name, address, phone number, email 
address, club affiliation and office, if appropriate. 
DELETE:  
ADD: 
c.  Coordinate with Database Chairman regarding roster updates and verifying  correct tally and 

 payment. 
Rationale:  An AFGC Data Base Chairman position has been created to cover this responsibility. 

 
 
 
 
 
AFGC Bylaws Proposed Recommendations #3 – March 7, 2019 –C5 10-28-18 Committee Approved -
Greenleaf & Website* 
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There’s a Special P lace Just for YOU - Join Me!  
By Robin Pokorski, Incoming Pacific Region Director 

Yay for summer! The time when garden club 
is dark, there are no yearbooks to compile, no 
programs to secure, no tours to find, no 
chairmanships to fill – oh wait, yes there are!   

To me, summer means that I can do my garden 
club work without putting on makeup! That’s the 
big difference between summer and the garden 
club year in my view.  So what was I doing this 
summer? I was setting my 2019 – 2021 Pacific 
Region board – looking for those members that 
want to push the Pacific Region to its fullest 

potential – members that want to bring value to the Pacific Region for our members at the club level – 
members that want to join the Pacific Region board to make that connection between clubs, districts, 
states, and the national level. 

Are you interested in serving on the Pacific Region Board but just haven’t been invited?  Well, I’m asking – 
come join me on the Board – garden club is more fun when you’re involved (and yes, I mean, up to your 
eyeballs in garden club!)  
Let me know of your interest by the end of the year and we’ll find just the right job for YOU!       

Robin Pokorski, 818-361-7873   CGCIRobin@gmail.com 

It’s time to show off your best springtime hat at Tempe Garden Club’s 
Tea Party! Enjoy a festive morning tea with finger sandwiches, scones, 
pastries and other edibles on the lawn of the historic Petersen House in 
Tempe. Learn about growing herbs and making herbal teas from Master      
    Gardener Lee Ann Aronson. Themed baskets will be available for   
       raffle. Open to members of all garden clubs and associate societies.           
         Cost: $25 per person. 
 
 Bring your favorite tea cup and saucer. For tickets or information,   
 contact Jeanne Davis at 602-300-8413,  zd2@cox.net

Tempe Garden Club Tea
        Fundraiser

March 19, 2019 @ 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
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Rea Heesch
Scottsdale Garden Club

C
     

ome and travel a world of flowers!! 
Scottsdale Garden Club invites you to come and travel the world with colorful cut 
flower horticulture specimens, floral designs, botanical arts, youth and education-
al exhibits.  All classes in this event are open to any amateur grower or designer.  

Reservations are needed to enter the design and botanical arts sections of the show and 
are open to other clubs after January 7, 2019.   The schedule can be found on-line on the 
AFGC website at www.azgardenclubs.com.  

AFGC Standard Flower Show:“Our World in Bloom”

Where:    Mustang Library
     10101 N. 90th Street
     Scottsdale, AZ  85258

When:    Saturday, March 16, 2019 – 12:00pm to 6:00pm
     Sunday, March 17, 2019 – 1:00pm to 4:00pm

For additional information, call or e-mail show chairman:
 Evie Campbell  (602)843-8833  scampb1065@cox.net 

“Our World in Bloom”
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Arizona’s Biggest & Best Home Show

Maricopa County Home Show

January 11 and 12 from 10 am to 6 pm, and 
Jan 13 from 10 am to 5 pm 
at the Arizona State Fairgrounds

AFGC will be at:

For discount tickets, please go to: https://maricopacountyhome-
shows.com/discount-tickets/

AFGC has been “gifted” space at this coming years home show. We are very excited to get the 
participation of several of our clubs in order to generate more involvement with the garden clubs. 

Please come out and support us, and invite others to support our “growing” community.

Home and Garden shows bring together a wide variety of home improvement contractors, interior 
decorators, landscape professionals, home and garden-related product exhibitors, gardening enthu-
siasts and general public in one area. The AFGC has been staffing a booth at the Maricopa County 
Home and Garden Show for several years, and we know of at least two very active AFGC members 
who learned about garden clubs from a home and garden show. This particular show occurs on the 
second weekend of January at the Arizona State Fairgrounds, al-
though the same company holds four other home shows around 
the county at different times of the year. 
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Weeders Garden Club 
Plant Sale

Saturday, March 9, 2019
9:30 AM – 2:00 PM

at the new 
Chandler Museum

300 S. Chandler Village Drive

Chandler, AZ 85226

SAVE THE DATE!

 AFGC currently shares a booth with the Phoenix Rose Society in the Hacienda Pavilion. The booth is 
actually three booths wide, providing enough space for the Rosarians to set up displays and a shop-
ping area on their side, a 30-seat speaker area in the middle, and the AFGC booth on the other side. 
In January 2018, members from Washington and Tempe garden clubs staffed the booth; brought 
educational materials such as books, seeds, and compost samples; set out AFGC and club marketing 
materials, including an email sign-up sheet for prospective members; and sold seeds and other items 
for club fundraisers.
Since then we have organized a committee with representatives from six garden clubs, including a 
few from outside of Maricopa County, which the goal of increasing our signage and presence at the 
January 2019 show and beyond. Using the Phoenix Rose Society booth at a model, we plan to create 
an educational area that includes information on native plants, pollinator attractors, and compost-
ing; and a seed/plant identification game for kids. Then we’ll have a marketing area with signage for 
AFGC that also lists our current clubs, brochures for NGC, AFGC, and individual clubs, and an email 
sign-up list. Washington Club member Krisi Caggiano will add composting demos to the Rose Socie-
ty’s presentation schedule.  And finally, we’ll have a shopping area where clubs can sell seeds, plants, 
gloves, calendars, and other garden-related items as fundraisers for their clubs.  
The next show is January 11-13, 2019, and we’re looking for volunteers to serve on the committee 
and/or work the AFGC booth. If you’re interested in participating, please contact Tempe Garden Club 
president Kim Rosenlof at kim@rosenlof.com or 480-710-8830. 
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Connect with others and support their events...

Upcoming Events

EVENT CALENDAR DATES FOR AFGC 2018
(for a complete list of all events, please see out website calendar) 

March 7, 2019
AFGC Spring Executive Committee and Board of Directors Meeting
Valley Garden Center, 1809 North 15th Ave., Phoenix, AZ  85007

April 5, 6, and 7th, 2019
AFGC Annual Convention Hosted by Southern District
Desert Diamond, Tucson, AZ

April 7-10, 2019
Pacific Region Convention 2019
Airtel Plaza Hotel, 7277 Valjean Avenue, Van Nuys, CA 91406

April 30th, 2019
NGC Convention
Beau Rivage Resort and Casino, Biloxi, MS

He who marvels at the beauty of 
the world in summer will find equal 
cause for wonder and admiration in 
winter.... In winter the stars seem to 
have rekindled their fires, the moon 
achieves a fuller triumph, and the 
heavens wear a look of a more 
exalted simplicity. 
~John Burroughs, “The Snow-Walkers,” 1866
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2017-2018 Executive 
Board and 
Board Chairpersons

President:
Marcie Brooks
Vice-President: 
Judy Shelton
Recording Secretary:
Ann Kronenwetter
Corresponding Secretary:
Carol Parrott
Treasurer:
Judy Kennedy
Assistant Treasurer:
Josephine Vince
Parliamentarian/ Historian:
Elaine Gunderson
Hospitality:
Orvalita Hopkins
Newsletter Editor:
Elisabeth Samuels

Greenleaf: Winter Edition, 
December 2018

Please send all article 
submissions to:

elisabeth.salterra@gmail.
com

Our next deadline is:
February 17, 2019


