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Fall
ummer is usually the season 
when most of us travel.  I just 
spent the first 2 weeks of Au-
gust in Newfoundland, Canada 
visiting with family and friends.  

During that time, I toured the Memorial Uni-
versity of Newfoundland Botanical Garden 
located in St. John’s. The Botanical Garden 
has existed since 1971 and consists of 112 
acres. I took a picture of a young pine tree 
that was recently transported from Aus-
tralia and planted there.  It belongs to the 
two hundred million-year-old Family Arau-
cariaceaeand and is believed to be the old-
est species of Pine. The  Scientific Name is 
Wollemia nobilis and named so because 
it was discovered by a National Parks and 
Wildlife Officer named David Noble in a 
rainforest gorge in the Wollemia National 
Park located about 125 miles west of Syd-
ney, Australia. The largest Wollemi Pine in 
the rainforest gorge is about 131 ft. tall and 
about 2 ft in width.  A ninety million-year-old 
fossil of this Wollemia pine was found and 
is currently the oldest known fossil. There 
are many plants thriving in the Botanical 

Garden but I was impressed by the variety 
of very large hostas that manage to thrive 
in spite of long cold winters.   

In my garden, the most useful plants for the 
birds and bees are those that are native to 
this area.  The brittle bush, that germinated 
and grew from a seed packet that attend-
ees at Sharron Luoma’s Memorial Service 
received, has provided birds with cover 
from predators, produced pollen that birds 
and bees collected, bright yellow flowers 
that I enjoyed and, after those flowers with-
ered and dried, seeds that the birds ate. 
Also, my Aloe barbadensis plants provide 
pollen for the birds and bees and tall flower 
stalks that I dry and use in floral designs. 
I’ve discovered that not only do birds like 
to drink the water from the birdbath in my 
garden but bees do, too.  The picture that 
accompanies this newsletter shows only 
one bee perched up-side-down and drink-
ing the water in the bird bath because the 
other bees had gone by the time I fetched 
my camera.  As soon as I attempt to take 
a photo of the birds that perch on the bird-
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bath, they fly away.  I’ll keep trying. 
I did mention in a previous Greenleaf edition that I have had bee swarms in my backyard during the past two winters. I attributed it to chilly 
weather which kept plants from blooming in the Sonoran Desert Preserve which backs up to my backyard.  I also thought that it could be 
due to housing developments being built in areas near my home which is decreasing the amount of undeveloped desert that bees can 
inhabit.  Apparently, in San Jose, California bee swarms in homeowners’ backyards have become a recent phenomenon.  My sister lives 
there and for the first time ever, she has had bee swarms in her backyard, as have her neighbors.  She informed me that this development 
was mentioned on local television with the explanation that bees were avoiding farm crops in that area of California because of the use 
of pesticides by farmers which is the reason that bees were migrating to pesticide-free backyard plants to collect pollen.  Never underes-
timate the intelligence of other species! 
Although our new AFGC website has been officially launched, it is still being constructed (which will be an ongoing process) and your input 
is welcomed. Remember to use the password that I gave out at our previous AFGC Board of Directors Meeting.  All Club/Plant Society/
Council Presidents should know that password and tell it to their club members.  Board of Directors have another password that can be 
used to access more secure areas of our website.  Elisabeth Samuels, our Greenleaf Editor and Website Chairman will help any member, to 
negotiate the website and will instruct (if asked) any member who wants to learn how to manage their garden club/plant society/council 
allotted webspace.  Please remember to inform our Event Calendar Chairman Renee Waite, as soon as possible, of an event that you want 
to schedule and have it put on the website calendar. 
I want to remind members that our 85th AFGC Convention will be hosted by Southern District at the Desert Diamond Casino in Tucson 
April 5th – 7th.  Our National Garden Clubs President Nancy Hargroves will attend.  Southern District just has three garden clubs and a 
total of 86 members.  Each District is responsible for organizing the Biennial Convention once every ten years. The District that hosts the 
Convention is responsible for organizing the event; however, other Districts should offer to help and do so, if asked. A good attendance 
is necessary at our Conventions in order for AFGC not to incur a monetary loss. A substantial amount of earnest money is required by a 
Convention venue and it has to be paid well in advance of the event.   AFGC used to have a Convention every year.  We now have a one-
day Annual Meeting in the even years which is necessary in order to vote upon and elect the President Elect, give out awards and conduct 
other necessary business.  The Slate of incoming Officers are installed at  the Convention held during the odd years and assume their 
duties immediately after the Convention ends with the exception of the Treasurer who assumes the duties of that office on June 1st in 
order to align with the AFGC fiscal year.
AFGC Biennial Conventions generally last two or two and one-half days with a two-night stay.  Would you want it to last for just 2 days and 
members could have just one overnight stay which woud require registration beginning very early in the morning on the first day and driv-
ing home late on the second day after the Convention is over.  Of course, a member could arrive the evening before the Convention starts 
and stay another night after the Convention is over, if desired. Please give your feedback to your Club/Plant Society/Council President. 
Our upcoming Convention will have registration Friday, April 5th during the morning and the Convention will start at lunch that day and 
continue into the evening, all day Saturday and until after lunch on Sunday, April 7th .

My best wishes that you enjoy the remainder of summer and feel refreshed when garden club season resumes.
Best wishes to all for a happy, healthy summer. Marcie Brooks,

 AFGC President

P
h

oto cred
its: M

a
rcie B

rook
s

Young pine brought from 
Australia

Marcie Brooks at Botanical Gardens 
Newfoundland, Canada

 Bee drinking out of my birdbathThriving Hosta plants
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esert Pointe Garden Club’s Blue Star Memorial has be-

come part of the Ahwatukee community and the com-

memorative pavers remain a popular part of the me-

morial.  Five new pavers were added in the spring and 

they included our first paver for a World War I veteran, 

which is especially notable in this centennial year of 

the signing of the Armistice.  We accept new pavers 

for placement twice a year, once in the spring just before Memorial Day 

and again in the fall in time for Veterans Day in November.  Members Linda 

Overby and Linda Curran keep the memorial looking beautiful throughout 

the year.  There are now four benches at the site, which is adjacent to Warn-

er Road just west of 48th Street on the grounds of the Ahwatukee Board of 

Management.

Seven hardy members assembled at the Ahwatukee Recreation Center 

early on a July morning to do some cleanup of the beds we maintain there.  

We could say the plants had thrived during the weeks since our last work 

session, but ‘run amok’ is probably a better description.  We filled three 

large plastic bags with what we pulled out or cut off and left behind two 

good-sized mounds of debris for the ARC staff to move to a dumpster.  The 

lantana tree that we encouraged from an energetic yellow and pink speci-

men that had been determined to sprawl across the Monarch Waystation 

now has a trunk that is at least 2 inches in diameter and has grown nearly 

too tall to prune.  The daylilies and irises did great this year and we are often 

told that ARC members find the garden to be a beautiful place to relax in 

the cooler months.  

D

Photo credits: Sandra Everett

Sandra Everett
Desert Pointe Garden Club

Desert Pointe’s Blue Star Memorial
at Ahwatukee Recreation Center
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Yes, It was Hot!
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 Planning a Garden Club Event? 

W hether your club is hosting a flower show, district meeting, or garden dedication, please contact me with 

your proposed event dates so we can check for any potential conflicts on the event calendar of the 

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs. You can reach me on my cell phone, 732-740-0695, or my email 

flowershowcrazy@gmail.com.  When you contact me with your event, please include your club name, the 

title of the event, the address, times and contact person with phone number and email. 

A description of your event and speaker bio would also be a plus for the AFGC website calendar. If you would like to take a 

look at the current calendar on the AFGC website, here is a link: http://www.azgardenclubs.com/events/

Also, if you will be inviting the AFGC President to your event, we’ll need to allow time between dates so the president can 

attend. In addition to AFGC meetings, schools, fundraisers, symposiums, district and garden club events, we are keeping the 

Pacific Region and National Garden Club events on our calendar.

Events that I receive for the AFGC calendar will be published in the Greenleaf newsletter and on the AFGC website, 

www.azgardenclubs.com. If you already have an event planned but don’t see it on the website calendar, please let me know.

Thanks for your help and have a great year!

Renee Waite
Communications Chairman
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here’s more to desert landscaping than crushed granite and pools. Anyone can transform a back-
yard or patio into a mini nature preserve that’s good for wildlife and people using native plants. 
You can pick up ideas and know-how on November 3, when Desert Rivers Audubon hosts its 
Seventh Annual Tour de Bird – a self-guided ramble through 10 bird-friendly habitats.
This year, the tour features gardens at 10 homes and parks in the East Valley, where gardeners and 

birders will offer information and advice throughout the day. 
Wild Birds Unlimited, located at 2136 East Baseline Road, Mesa, offers instructional talks about backyard bird-
ing during the tour.

“People enjoy their landscapes for the comfort, color and beauty they provide,” say Krys Hammers, president of 
Desert Rivers Audubon. “Attracting birds adds dimension to the aesthetics -- the color of the birds to be sure, 
but also movement and song. There’s joy in watching the antics and flight of the birds and listening to them 
chirp and sing.”

Transforming our yards into bird-friendly environments benefits more than just the human inhabitants. “When 
we plant our yards using native plants, we mitigate the devastating effects of habitat loss for birds,” Hammers 
explained. “Habitat loss is one of the top three threats to birds today.”
Proceeds from Tour de Bird ticket sales help support the free Family Bird walks in Chandler and Gilbert hosted 
by Desert Rivers Audubon members one Saturday a month from October through March. We provide loaner 
binoculars and field guides to participants.

Tickets are available in advance for $15, online at 
desertriversaudubon.org, at Wild Birds Unlimited at 2136 East Baseline 
Road, or by calling (480) 227-8332. On the day of the event, tickets will 
be available at the door anywhere on the tour for $20. 

Desert Rivers Audubon Presents 
Tour de Bird:

Beth Kirkpatrick
WeedersGarden Club

T
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enelope Lively in her book, “Life in a Garden, 
writes “. . gardening has this embracing qual-
ity in that it colors the way you look at the 
world.” I like that thought and I believe it.  I 
believe it is a very good thing. 

Public Gardens are full of surprises and during my visit to 
the Cleveland Botanical Garden there was an exhibition of 
Biblio Botany, Books Sprouting New Life work by Ohio art-
ist Lisa Meeks. Lisa must surely be a gardener as well as an 
artist and she is a lover of books.  In her artist’s statement 
she writes:

“These sculptures are literally made from the pages of 
books. I am a lover of books, so please forgive me. I have 
torn their pages, and I have cut their bindings. I lightly paint 
the pages on both sides to create the colors and tones 
needed for each plant and flower. I want enough print to 
remain visible in order to remember its origin. I crease, fold, 
twist and coax these pages to become something new.”

Her art drew me in, first because I love flowers and then 
as I began to look more closely, the flowers grew out of 
the books, the pages create the flowers, the ideas began 
to grow. The flowers are rooted in the words of the books 
she used for the exhibition. The title of an art piece speaks 
volumes to the viewer and here it clearly represented the 
challenge of the art work.

P

Arranging Flowers & Ideas

 As I explored the images and ideas mixed by the artist to form 
the  artwork I was inspired and hopeful for the future.  Such 
beauty for the eye mixed with a challenge for the mind is indeed 
great art.  The artist’s statement continues: “Flowers are laden 
with symbolism, so each flower has been chosen carefully to 
reflect my mixed emotions on the complexity of social issues 
we live with. Am I for free trade? Is there better living through 
chemistry? Global warming, GMO‘s – so many concerns to work 
through.

Books make me think. They help me process ideas, 
emotions and history. I have been greatly enriched by this 
series, and my hope is that the viewer is as well.”

Lisa Meek is a local Ohio artist, and she is a physician with an 
active practice. I don’t know how many more opportunities there 
will be for this exhibition to be shown, I hope it travels far and 
wide. Remember her name, Lisa Meek and look for her work. But 
I am sure that to generate such work requires that “embracing 
quality” that colors the way you look at the world. I am delighted 
I was able to view it and experience the intricate ideas she gen-
erated in my mind.  I wanted to share it with you because it is 
the surprise of finding such incredible works of art in a hall way 
gallery space in the entrance to the Cleveland Botanical Garden 
is just the kind of thing that keeps me enthused about visiting 
gardens. I encourage you to always make time to explore the art 
work set in public gardens.   I hope this inspires you too! 

Photo credits: Linda Larson

Linda Larson
A Traveling Gardener Biblio Botany exhibition by Lisa Meeks

Wandering, Wondering, Noticing. . .
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“. . gardening has this embracing quality in 
that it colors the way you look at the world.”

Mein Errors

Giverney Melting–Created from the 
pages of Climate Change: The Facts

Silent Summer created from the pages of 
Silent Spring

The Wall–Created from the pages of: A 
Glorious Defeat: Mexico’s War with the 
United States, and U.S. Immigration and 
Refuge Law
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Gettysburg  created from the pages of Harper’s Pictorial 
History: Great Rebellion

Three Religions–Created from the pages of: The Great 
War of Our Time (ISIS), The Crusades, The Way of The 
Strangers – Encounters with the Islamic State, History of 
Zionism.

Les Mis created from the pages of Poor Kids in a Rich 
Country

Lincoln    Created from the pages of  The American 
Civil Rights Movement: Readings & Interpretations
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Imprisoned from the pages of Getting Life and Just Mercy

Weaponized–Created from the pages of Invisible Wounds of War
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Buff Harrington
Flower Show School Chairman

W
     

e have 5 newly accredited judges -  

Congratulations to each of you. 

Sharon Davis, Carol Parrott, Beth Kirkpatrick, Lydia Reibel, and Lucy Samuels. 

We are thrilled to have you as judges and we welcome your input and energy.
Are you interested in learning about  Horticulture Design, and how to put on a Flower Show 
for your club ? Would you like to become a judge ? You would learn a great deal and have 
fun doing it. Please email me at  buffharrington@gmail.com if you would be interested in 
attending Flower Show School and becoming a judge . Flower Show consists of 4 courses. 
There would be 2 courses a year. 

I hope that many of you would be interested in attending a new series of Flower Show 
Schools . 

Please let me know .

Flower Show Schools 
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Design by Renee Waite Design by Nancy Gahtan Flower Show Schools

Horticulture for Flower Show Schools Horticulture for Flower Show Schools
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Photo Credits: Judy Kennedy

ver wish you could put together a beautiful arrangement for your coffee 
table that would have your guests applauding?  Well, one of the new designs 
in the NGC Handbook for Flower Shows will help you do just that!  The Low-
Profile Design is a three-dimensional design to be viewed from above.  The 

requirements are minimal: (1) it must be at least four (4) times as long and/or wide as it is 
high and (2) the design must incorporate three or more design techniques.  These tech-
niques include such things as binding, bundling, grouping, layering, spiraling, terrac-
ing, tufting and weaving.  There are 35 techniques listed in the 2017 Handbook (pages 
81-83), but you may also fashion one of your own.  Additionally, you are not limited to 
one container.  Using certain design techniques may allow several containers to be con-
nected into one.  When exhibiting in a flower show, the techniques that were used along 
with the plant material must be listed on a small card beside the design. 

The photos below are from the Judges Council meeting last March.  This was our first 
attempt at trying a Low-Profile Design.  It’s a little difficult to see the particular tech-
niques that were used in these designs, but we discovered there are so many options 
available to make each design truly unique.  Many are relatively simple (weaving), but 
many will require some trial and error - and practice!  We hope to present some of these 
techniques in future articles.  Remember, although this design is viewed from the top, 
the Principles of Design (Balance, Contrast, Dominance, Proportion, Rhythm and Scale) 
still apply.  

So give it a try - have fun!  
           You may get some applause!    

Judy Kennedy
AFGC Design Chairman
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he Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs completed Landscape Design School, 
Series One, Course I, II, III and IV in March 2018.  Classes were held at the Maricopa 
County Extension Center in collaboration with the Maricopa Master Gardeners.  

All four courses were very well attended and there were fourteen AFGC members 
and four non-members who successfully completed all four courses.  Seven of the fourteen 
are new members of Arizona clubs who joined while attending Landscape Design School. Also 
completing the four courses were three NGC members of the New Mexico Garden Clubs, and 
one NGC 
member of the Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs. NGC members are in the process of 
being accredited by NGC and will receive the status of Consultant.  Many who missed classes 
look forward to completing them in the future.  

Landscape Design School Series Two, Course I is planned for January 19th and 20th, 2019. More 
information will be available in the coming months.  

Landscape Design School

T

Judy Tolbert
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Top left tomatoes for Fiesta pu la vita.
“Next to Celia” our live band
Fiesta pur la vita event candid pictures

Photo Credits:Aurien Preiss
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cottsdale Garden Club had a busy spring before they went on summer break beginning with 
the successful donations of hygiene kits to the homeless veterans in Phoenix. Project leader, 
Barbara Mlnarik is shown here with a carload of donations. 

 
In March, as preparation for their bi-annual Standard Flower Show scheduled for March 16 & 
17th, 2019, Scottsdale Garden Club members held a fundraiser with an Italian theme, “Festa 

per la Vita” (Party for Life in Italian). The venu location of McDowell Mountain Ranch community center 
held over 80 people. Fun was had by all with fabulous food buffet, Basket Raffle along with a live band, 
“Next to Celia” for entertainment. 

Later in March, members, Judy Shelton and Aurien Preiss manned an information booth at Mustang 
Library in Scottsdale during Garden Week. 
 
In April, Scottsdale Garden Club members, Amy Emary and Rea Heesch were awarded “President’s Cita-
tion” by State President, Marci Brooks for outstanding chairpersons handling the State Fundraiser.
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Aurien Preiss
Scottsdale Garden Club

S

Barbara Mlnarik with donations for homeless 
veterans in Phoenix

Judy and Aurien at Mustang Library

AGFC President Marcie Brooks, Amy Emary, and Rhea Hesch
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H
ave you ever planted a rose bush only to have it struggle and die?

Have you ever received a dozen roses and had no idea how to arrange them? 

We’ll be covering both of these dilemmas at the Central and Eastern District Meeting on November 9th 

at 10:00 a.m. at the Valley Garden Center In Phoenix.

Steve Sheard, Rosarian and longtime member of Desert Designers will be sharing what he learned in 

Denmark this summer at the World Federation of Rose Societies Convention.  We’ll learn 

how to select roses for our desert garden, and how to care for them.

Then,

Our talented floral designers will demonstrate how to show off your roses in some simple designs. 

We’ll have a few hours of fun, food, friendship and an exciting raffle as we learn all about “A World of Roses.”

Everyone is welcome no matter what District you’re in!

You may even bring a friend. 

Remember, every friend is a future Garden Club member.

Carol Parrott Central District Director
Orvalita Hopkins Alternate Central District Director
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Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs Inc.
Central & Eastern District Meeting

Friday, November 9, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
Hosted by Washington Garden Club

Valley Garden Center
1809 N. 15th Ave.

Phoenix, AZ 85007

“A World of Roses”
Presented by Steve Sheard, Rosarian and member of Desert Designers

“Designing with Roses” arranged by
our talented Designers

Registration and Refreshments: 10:00 a.m.

Luncheon Menu: Chompie’s Deli Lunch, offering deli meats, cheeses, rye bread or 
rolls with coleslaw potato salad. Please state special food needs:

Please support our District Meeting by purchasing raffle tickets for items provided by our 
Central and Eastern District clubs. All proceeds will help offset the cost of our meeting.

Registration & Lunch $20 per person Deadline for reservations, November1st 

Name_____________________________ E-Mail_______________________________

Club______________________________ Phone________________________________

Check what applies:    _____Club Member    _____Club President    _____AFGC Officer

Please make check payable to: Washington Garden Club
Mail check and completed form to: Orvalita Hopkins 4136 N 4 th Ave. Phoenix, AZ 
85013,  602-206-6070, Orvalita@hotmail.com
Registration /Meeting Questions: Carol Parrott 602-438-4003 caparrott21@hotmail.com
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 he Girl Scouts’ website states, “Girl Scouts offers the best leadership development for girls in the world.”  Girl 

Scouts has been a strong source of education and leadership opportunities for young girls since 1912 when 

Juliette Low gathered together 18 girls in her town of Savannah, Georgia, and began an outdoor educational 

program that would eventually become the Girl Scouts organization, 

During the early 1900s when a girl’s role was often staying home helping with housework and children, Juliette Low offered 

opportunities for her group of scouts to explore the outdoors, learn new skills and experience a variety of new adventures. 

 Juliette Low would be amazed to learn that there are over 1.8 million girl scouts worldwide in grades K-12. Just like her original 

group of girl scouts, today’s scouts gain confidence by trying new things and completing projects that help build personal 

character and self-worth.  

National Garden Clubs has partnered with Girl Scouts, Inc. to teach scouts about native plants that grow in their local area. By 

completing specified objectives, girl scouts can earn a Native Plants patch to add to their uniform. Besides providing 

information about native plants, garden clubs can also provide information to scouts about local garden clubs and what 

types of service projects these clubs sponsor that help their community. Whether it is tending gardens at assisted living 

facilities, making floral designs to give to seniors living in nursing homes, or helping local schools plant and grow their own 

vegetables, garden clubs are committed to community service. 

“Of course, I enjoy growing my own flowers and vegetables, but I really enjoy helping my garden club with our community 

service projects,” said Jane Buck, Cedar Falls Garden Club member. “Whether it’s planting a tree in a Habitat for Humanity 

yard or pruning roses in a city park, helping others in our community is rewarding.”

  “Each year, when Pecan Grove Garden Club helps local girl scouts create their floral designs for the Yuma Co. fair, it is fun to 

see how freely the scouts explore their creativity. They are not one bit afraid to make a flower arrangement even though they 

may have never made one before. It is always fun to see what creative designs they come up with,” noted Sharon Jessup, 

Pecan Grove Garden Club member.

   

To earn the Native Plants patch, a girl scout must complete the following:

o Discover native plants and learn what native plants grow in her area and how to preserve and protect those native  

 plants. 

o Learn what invasive species grow in her area.  

o Connect by working with a local NGC garden club and a member in the club who will serve as project sponsor. She  

 can also connect with a native plant society, horticulture professionals or County Extension Agent to help 

 complete her project requirements.

o Take action by working individually or in a group to complete the following:

o Interview someone about native plants in her area.

o Establish a native beauty spot in a public garden, school, church, park, town or community.

o Spread the word about native plants by sharing information with other troops and community groups, newspaper  

 articles, radio, tv spots, poster, fliers, or booklets.

Learning by Doing
NGC helps girl scouts earn 
their Native Plants patch

T

Karen Bowen, 
AFGC Horticulture Chairman

NGC and the Girl Scouts organization have partnered to help 
girl scouts earn their Native Plants patch by completing activi-
ties that give them a better understanding of native and inva-
sive plants in their area.
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Tricia Mitchell is the Girl Scout Liaison for NGC and can be reached at TrCaMitchell@aol.com. Garden clubs can learn more 

about the program at www.gardenclub.org (click on “Youth”). 

Patches can be ordered by calling NGC at 1-800-550-6007. Patches are $1.75 (that includes shipping and handling). 

This program gives garden clubs the opportunity to teach scouts about gardening and instill a respect for our 

environment and the plants and animals that live in it. Today’s youth become tomorrow’s leaders; and the more 

experiences they have to gain a respect and love of nature, the better our world will be when they are adults. 

If your garden club participates in this program, I will be happy to highlight your club and the girl scouts who earn their 

Native Plants Patch in a future Horticulture Chairman article appearing in Greenleaf. 

Contact me at bowenkaren@ymail.com.

Facebook page for Western District is:  AZ Western District Garden Clubs & Garden Societies

https://www.facebook.com/AZ-Western-District-Garden-Clubs-Garden-Societies-152427128690591

Girl Scout contacts for garden clubs wishing to sponsor girl scouts earning their Native Plants patch are:
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Girl Scouts-Arizona Cactus-Pine Council, Inc.
Phoenix, Arizona 85036-1776
(602) 452-7000
(800) 352-6133 - Local Toll Free Phone
Email: council@girlscoutsaz.org
Website: http://www.girlscoutsaz.org
Facebook: http://facebook.com/gsacpc
Twitter: http://twitter.com/gsacpc

Girl Scouts of Southern Arizona
Tucson, Arizona 85711-3506
(520) 327-2288
(800) 331-6782 - Local Toll Free Phone
Email: customercare@girlscoutssoaz.org
Website: https://www.girlscoutssoaz.org
Facebook: http://facebook.com/girlscoutssoaz
Twitter: http://twitter.com/girlscoutssoaz

Scouts learn by doing a variety of activities that broaden their horizons and spur an interest in areas of learning they may someday 
wish to pursue further. Learning about gardening, flower arranging and our southwest native and invasive plants are all activities girl 
scouts can participate in which lead to earning a patch.

In spring, the southwest desert comes alive with a variety of 
native plants in bloom. Native plants, such as brittle bush, 
creosote, palo verde and saguaro, add to the springtime beauty. 
Helping girl scouts identify native plants and invasive species is 
one way Arizona’s garden clubs can help youth gain an 
appreciation for our beautiful desert habitat.

Desert Globe-mallow is a beautiful southwest native plant 
that can be included in a study of native plants by Arizona girl 
scouts working toward earning their Native Plants patch. 
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Crossroads Mission clients learn flower arranging

hen someone in 

Yuma is in the midst 

of a crisis, they often 

turn to Crossroads 

Mission (crossroadsmission.org) for 

help. The mission is a haven for indi-

viduals and families who need a helping hand. The homeless, those out of work, and people seeking freedom from 

addictions rely on the mission for guidance in order to improve their lives. 

  Two dynamic women, Myra Garlit, Executive Director, and Barbara Rochester, Community Affairs Director, keep the 

mission running smoothly. 

   “Our goal is to offer individuals the help they need to turn their lives around and become productive members of 

the community,” Rochester said. “When we minister to our local people in need, we are acting as the hands and feet 

of Jesus. We have six Bible study groups, 10 morning devotion groups and 12 evening chapel services. Friends and 

partners from the local church community help minister to our clients. Through the mission’s programs, I have seen 

wonderful transformations occur in the lives of so many people.”

  As part of the mission’s work, clients are taught skills they can utilize in future careers and skills they can enjoy 

throughout their lives. One of those enjoyable skills is flower arranging. 
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This year, for the Yuma County Fair, clients at the mission were taught the basic principles of flower arranging by Myra Garlit 

and garden club volunteers.  

   Sixty clients at the mission created flower arrangements. The sixty arrangements were judged at the mission to narrow the 

entries down to thirty designs that were entered in two lots reserved for Crossroads Mission arrangers at the fair.  

    The fair’s floral design theme was “Around the World with Flowers”. The class for Crossroads Mission arrangers was 

“Egypt” and the two lot titles were “Sandy Trails” and “Towering Pyramids”.

  “For many of our arrangers, this was the first time they had received positive acknowledgment for their creative efforts,” 

Garlit said. “It was such a thrill for them to see a beautiful ribbon sitting right next to their arrangement. They were so happy 

and proud.”

  Crossroads Mission arrangers have participated in Yuma Co. Fair’s floral design division for six years and have become 

an integral part of our design community. With each arrangement created, a person is given a special opportunity for self-

expression. We are always excited to see the arrangements our Crossroads Mission designers bring to the fair.

  “The mission accepts money donations as well as donations of food and clothing to meet the needs of those who come 

seeking help. We collect vases and dried material for the fair’s flower arrangements throughout the year if any garden clubs 

or members would like to donate,” Garlit said. “Donations can be mailed to Crossroads Mission, 994 S. Arizona Ave., Yuma, 

AZ 85364 or dropped off at 944 S. Arizona Avenue. I can be reached at 783-9362, ext. 101 to answer anyone’s questions.”

  Sponsoring the Open Horticulture Department of the Yuma County Fair is just one of the ways Western District’s garden 

clubs encourage members of the Yuma community to try gardening and flower arranging and, hopefully, join a garden club. 

New Facebook Page for Western District:  AZ Western District Garden Clubs & Garden Societies

https://www.facebook.com/AZ-Western-District-Garden-Clubs-Garden-Societies-152427128690591
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Left:   In April, members participating in Crossroads Mission’s rehabilitation program had an opportunity to learn flower arranging and 
enter their floral designs in the Open Horticulture Department of the Yuma Co. Fair. The Open Horticulture Dept. is sponsored by West-
ern District’s garden clubs/societies. Their designs were for the titles “Sandy Trails” and “Towering Pyramids” which paid homage to 
Egypt.
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 Threat to Colombia’s Rainforest

A
peace treaty has brought an end to 52 years of civil war that left 220,000 dead.  The treaty was 
between the Colombian Government and guerrilla groups whose main founders were small farm-
ers and land workers named FARC who were fighting inequality.  During the war an ecologically 
significant region which links the Amazon rainforest to the Andes was controlled by FARC.  This 
region contains hugely significant ecosystems & is the home of thousands of rare and exotic spe-

cies of insects, animals like monkeys and bears, birds like bats and hummingbirds and plants.  Now deforesting 
is occurring at the rate of 35 football fields per hour clearing for fields of illegal growth of coca crops and housing.  
An international group of conservationists from Colombia and now University of Cambridge in the UK are calling 
attention to this irreversible action urging the new Colombian Government to take steps halting the deforestation 
and formally protecting this area.  

https://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/colombia-peace-deal-brings-new-threat-countrys-rainforest

Jeanne Davis, 
State Conservation & Ecology Chairman 

Hummingbird captured mid-take off in Salento, Quindio, Columbia. 
Credit: Diego Robayo via Flickr
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“When the winter comes, the summer 
shines infinitely in our hearts!” 
— Mehmet Murat Ildan

Lupine, Hydrangea, and Dakota 
from Buff Harrington’s Maine Garden

Goodbye       
  Summer
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J
apanese Friendship Garden of Phoenix, named Ro Ho En is an authentic 3.5 acre Japanese Stroll Garden 

with tea garden and tea house. This tranquil and beautiful setting features more than 1,500 tons of hand-

picked rock, stone footbridges, lanterns and more than 50 varieties of plants. As you stroll the path, you will 

enjoy flowing streams, a 12-foot waterfall, and a Koi pond with over 300 colorful Koi fish.

Orvalita Hopkins 
Washington Garden Club

Washington Garden Clubs 2018 
outing to the Japanese Gardens
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The Japanese Friendship Garden brings the 
essence of Japan to the desert
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Connect with others and support their events...

Upcoming Events

EVENT CALENDAR DATES FOR AFGC 2018
(for a complete list of all events, please see out website calendar) 

September 25 – 30, 2018
NGC Fall Board Meeting
Orlando, FL.

October 24, 2018
AFGC Fall Executive Committee and Board of Directors Meetings. 
Valley Garden Center, 1809 North 15th Ave., Phoenix, AZ  85007

November 9, 2018
Central/Eastern District Meeting, Valley Garden Center, 
1809 North 15th Ave., Phoenix, AZ  85007

March 7, 2019
AFGC Spring Executive Committee and Board of Directors Meeting
Valley Garden Center, 1809 North 15th Ave., Phoenix, AZ  85007

April 5, 6, and 7th, 2019
AFGC Annual Convention Hosted by Southern District
Desert Diamond, Tucson, AZ

April 7-10, 2019
Pacific Region Convention 2019
Airtel Plaza Hotel, 7277 Valjean Avenue, Van Nuys, CA 91406

April 30th, 2019
NGC Convention
Beau Rivage Resort and Casino, Biloxi, MS

“Listen! The wind is rising, 
and the air is wild with leaves,
We have had our summer evenings, 
now for October eves!” 
- Humbert Wolfe
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The kiss of the sun for pardon, the 
song of the birds for mirth, one is 

nearer God’s heart
in a garden

than anywhere else on earth

2017-2018 Executive 
Board and 
Board Chairpersons

President:
Marcie Brooks
Vice-President: 
Judy Shelton
Recording Secretary:
Ann Kronenwetter
Corresponding Secretary:
Carol Parrott
Treasurer:
Judy Kennedy
Assistant Treasurer:
Tricia Schaeffer
Parliamentarian/ Historian:
Elaine Gunderson
Hospitality:
Orvalita Hopkins
Newsletter Editor:
Elisabeth Samuels

Greenleaf: Fall Edition, September 2018
Please send all article submissions to:

elisabeth.salterra@gmail.com
Our next deadline is:
November 16, 2018

We ought to do good to others 
as simply as a horse runs, 
or a bee makes honey, 
or a vine bears grapes 
season after season 
without thinking of the grapes 
it has borne. 

Marcus Aurelius


