
Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs

ongratulations to AFGC 
members on the launch of our 
new website.  This is the first 
time that The Greenleaf has 
been issued on this website.  

Kudos to our Greenleaf Editor and 
Website Chairman Elisabeth Samuels 
whose diligence and expertise has brought 
this about.  Of course, like every website it 
will continuously be updated and evolve.  
How it develops depends upon you - the 
AFGC members.  Garden Club/Council/
Plant Society Presidents, if you have not 
consulted with Elisabeth Samuels about 
developing your allotted website space, 
please do so soon.
I attended the NGC Convention “Love 
Blooms In Philadelphia” last week.  Our 
Awards Chairman Lucy Samuels was the 
only other attendee from Arizona. I’ve 
included a picture of Lucy receiving her Life 
Membership Certificate presented by NGC 
President Nancy Hargroves.  All 
attendees of the Life Membership Banquet 
were asked to wear black and gold apparel.  
I’ve included a photo of the centerpieces for 

that event.
I want to update you about my President’s 
Project which is to help fund the 
replanting of the Wallace Garden in the 
Boyce Thompson Arboretum which is the 
largest and oldest arboretum in our state 
and consists of 392 acres.  The Wallace 
Garden will comprise about 12 to 15 acres.  
During the preparation of the permanent 
placement area some artifacts were found 
and all activity stopped pending 
inspection by the State Archeologist.  
Fortunately, only some pathways had to be 
rerouted to be respectful of sensitive areas.  
Thanks to our successful fundraiser 
“Celebrate” that Rea Heesch and Amy 
Emary co-chaired, I was able to present the 
Director of the Boyce Thompson 
Arboretum with a check for $4000.00 on 
behalf of AFGC. At that time, I was unable 
to take pictures of the Wallace Garden 
because it was a “hard hat” area and was 
closed to the public, volunteers and 
employees of the arboretum because large 
machinery was being used to move very 
large boxed specimens.  During this 
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summer I intend to visit the Wallace Garden that is now part of the Boyce 
Thompson Arboretum and is currently the only place that has so many rare 
cacti and other succulents in one collection and take pictures of it in its 
permanent placement.  The speech that I gave at the NGC Convention was 
about the replanting of the Wallace Garden in the Boyce Thompson 
Arboretum.

My brittle bush has very special meaning for me because it had been in the 
wildflowers seed packet that I received from the family of Sharron Luoma.  The 
seed packets had been given to attendees at Sharron’s Celebration of Life 
Memorial Service.  

In a previous edition of The Greenleaf, I had written about rescuing a young 
female woodpecker that had sustained injury after flying into my picture 
window.  I had transported her to Fallen Feathers, a non-profit bird rescue 
organization.  I visited the rescue place after returning home from Philadelphia. 
I had hoped to be able to have her released into my backyard, which backs up 
to the Sonoran Desert Preserve, accompanied by a young male woodpecker 
who had been placed in the same cage as Lady.  He had sustained some in-
jury after an altercation with a cat but has completely recovered.  Lady 
enjoys his company and it is hoped that the two young birds can be released 
together.  Lady was given another flying trial and she wasn’t able to sustain 
height.  The Director of Fallen Feathers felt a hard bump located where the left 
wing originates from the body. Lady has now been scheduled to be seen by 
the veterinarian that Fallen Feathers uses.  I’ll visit her again in about a week 
and find out what the veterinarian has diagnosed.  I’ll keep you updated on 
the situation.

Best wishes to all for a happy, healthy summer.
 

Welcome to your
NEW website!
Website Chairman,

Elisabeth Samuels

our new website is up and 

running. While we have many 

of the same items that you 

are familiar with from your 

previous site, we have room to “grow”. We 

would love to have your input as to what 

you are looking for, what you want to have 

on the site and how we can highlight your 

club or society. 

We have reached out to all our club 

presidents and are putting together each 

club page, so keep checking the site to 

see all the changes.

We are very proud of all the work that has 

gone into it and the work yet to come, feel 

free to reach out to me for any questions 

you may have.

 

I’m happy to help!

Y

Marcie Brooks,
 AFGC President

Photo credits: Marcie Brooks

Presenting AFGC $4000.00 to Boyce Thompson Director

Lucy Samuels, Peggy Olin, Marcie Brooks 
at NGC Convention. Life membership banquet 

at NGC Convention
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everal new designs were introduced with the publication of the new Handbook for 

Flower Shows in 2017 and many clubs have been studying and experimenting with 

these designs. In particular, the Cascade Design, probably thought to be the easiest 

due to its similarity to a bridal bouquet, was presented at a number of club meet-

ings: Desert Designers devoted two meetings while Judges Council and Scottsdale 

Garden Club each studied it one meeting. In each instance, the designers discov-

ered that it is definitely not like a bridal bouquet! Mechanics (placing and holding 

everything together) seemed to be the major challenge. Also, adhering to the Principles of Design (Bal-

ance, Contrast, Dominance, Proportion, Rhythm, Scale) was more difficult to achieve.

 A Cascade Design is one with an emphasis on a downward rhythmic movement.

 The downward lines may be curved, straight, zigzag, interrupted or may be a combination.

 The design is supported by a container or other device.

 A minimum of components may extend upward.

The design may be creative or traditional. It may have one or more lines that contribute to the downward 

rhythmic movement. These line/lines may consist of plant material or man-made components that are 

greater in proportion in the over-all design. The downward movement may be achieved by inverting plant 

material, upside-down placement, by plant material that has a cascade trailing effect (e.g. calla lilies), by 

placement of like components from larger to smaller, or concentrated areas to less concentrated areas.

S

Photo credits: Judy Kennedy
some examples of Cascade Design from Judges Council

Judy Kennedy
Design Chairman

Cascade Designs are now included in many 
flower shows. It’s a fun design, but keep in 

mind - trial and error and practice are the key!
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Tempe Garden Club Visits Phoenix 
Zoo, Japanese Gardens

Phoenix Zoo Lead Horticulturist

 Scott Frische

Tour of Japanese Garden

T
empe Garden Club enjoyed a very busy spring 2018. We 

kicked off the year with a field trip to the Phoenix Zoo where 

we received a “behind the scenes” tour from Lead 

Horticulturist Scott Frische. Scott has been with the zoo for 

more than 30 years and described changes in landscape 

and horticulture as we walked the property for more than two hours. 

We observed and learned about the vegetation growing in the zoo and 

how it is compatible with the animals living in the zoo. For example, Scott 

said that the zoo grows a particular species of canna lily that the 

primates eat, but other lilies are inedible. He also took us through a grove 

of pomegranate trees that include more than 20 varieties of 

pomegranate. 

Scott also took us through the zoo’s screen house where a large garden 

(estimated 40 ft by 80 ft) is enclosed by a dark screen. Here the 

horticulture staff is growing impressively large heads of lettuce, broccoli, 

kale, and many other vegetables for both human (used in onsite 

restaurants) and animal consumption. This writer (Sheila) had not been 

to the Zoo for many years and was totally delighted.  Scott was 

enthusiastic and gave a very informative and interesting tour.  If you have 

not been there, recently, I would recommend a trip to the Phoenix Zoo.

One of our programs also included a visit to the Japanese Friendship 

Garden. In the February coolness, a lucky few of us found a soothing 

pocket of nature’s beauty in the center of busy Phoenix.  Ro Ho En, the 

Japanese Friendship Garden, is a gift from our Sister City of Himeji, 

created expressly to “restore the mind, body and spirit” of visitors. Our 

young guide explained how living elements such as plants and koi, as 

well as an abundance of rock and water are used according to Japanese 

gardening principles to create and maintain this lovely, meditative space.

We found landscapes seen in nature echoed in miniature by use of 

 “shakkei” (borrowing scenery) so that boulders become miniature 

mountains, and strategic plantings mimic forests.  As we strolled along 

the pathways, we were delighted to discover unexpected views at each 

turn, purposely hidden and then revealed, a design principle called 

“miegakure”. 

I (Nancy) highly recommend a visit to this tranquil pearl of a garden, rich 

in symbolism, extraordinary sculpture and water features, and the good 

wishes of the people of Himeji for Phoenicians’ health and relaxation.  

Intrigued visitors can find additional wealth in the form of cultural and 

Nancy Compton, Sheila 
Bryce, and Kim Rosenlof

Spring 2018
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horticultural education, festivals, and volunteer 

opportunities held in the Garden as well!

Tempe Garden Club also expanded our activities at 

the Niels Petersen House, which is a historic 

property maintained by the Tempe Historic 

Museum. The home was built in 1892 by Petersen, a 

Danish immigrant. The club annually maintains the 

potted geraniums and the iris garden at the house, 

but this year we also conducted a garden-themed 

craft session during an open house in March. We 

assisted visitors in making self-watering terrariums 

from plastic water bottles and provided various 

seeds to grow in the terrariums. Visitors then took 

their project home to watch the seeds grow and 

become a plant. They could transplant the plant 

into the ground or into a pot. Children who 

participated enjoyed doing the project with the 

garden club members, and we enjoyed working 

with the kids as well. 

As a thank you, the Tempe Historic Museum 

opened up the Petersen House in April for a private 

tour just for Tempe Garden Club. The tour took us 

back in time. The tour guides do a great job of 

sharing the history of the Petersen House.

Photo Credits: Karen Bowen

Peterson House craft day 2018

Master Gardner Christina explains growing 
methods in Zoo screen house



The Greenleaf6  //

ime in a garden is my favorite way to en-
joy the day. Yet how do I know how many 
hours have flown by as I allow myself to 
continue wandering down the garden 
path? Happily I discover a sundial, 
surrounded by herbs, centered as a focal 
point in a sunny patch of the garden. I’ve 

always checked the time on a sundial.  Just looking at one 
makes me think my garden isn’t complete without a 
sundial. Once Rich came up behind me as I was gazing 
with desire at the bronze decoration and he could tell I was 
about to again suggest we needed one in our garden. He 
said, “Ok tell me what time it is.”  I looked thoughtfully at 
the shadow, hesitating just a bit, and replied “about 10 after 
2.  He looked at his watch and was surprised to see I had 
nailed it on the dot. Little did he know that just a minute 
before he walked up I had looked at my watch.  Since then 
it has been a game for us, finding sundials and judging the 
time. 

The oldest known sundial found in Egypt dates back to 
1500 BCE and was a significant solar scientific 
accomplishment.  I was surprised to learn after mechanical 
clocks were invented, sundials were still consulted to set 
the time if clocks were allowed to run down.

I see so many sundials in gardens I’m unsure just what 
style I would add to my landscape. A horizontal sundial is 
the most common. Usually in a small bronze casting sitting 
atop a pedestal so it is easy to read. Sundials were a must 
have in the Victorian age as a proper beaux arts garden 
identifies a sundial as one of the required seven elements* 
to complete a garden.

Large horizontal sundials place their base on the ground 
with a large shadow arm (a Gnomon) standing high. I’ve 
seen many floral sundials forming the hours circle. The 
Desert Botanical Garden has a cactus and succulent 
sundial with a nearly 10’ diameter hours line.

Carefree, AZ, in the Valley of the Sun has possibly the
largest sundial in the US.  Made with copper clad metal, it 
has a 62 foot shadow arm and a 90 feet diameter hour line 
with mosaic numbers to help read the hours. Surrounded 
by Desert Cactus Garden it is a focal point you cannot miss. 
I stood in the shadow of the arm on the summer solstice at 
noon one year.

A Vertical sundial attached to a sunny south facing side 
of a building with bold elements proportioned for viewing 
from far away make an otherwise plain wall quite fascinat-
ing. Even here careful pruning of surrounding trees is 
essential to keep the sundial functional.

In Druid Park in Baltimore MD, outside the Rawlings 
Conservatory is an international sundial which is a 
mathematical marvel. Equatorial and Polar times are shown 
with vertical plates.

T

Time in a Garden

The sundial records the times for Baltimore, Cape Cod, Rio de 
Janeiro, San Francisco, Pitcairn Island, Sitka, Honolulu, Jeddo 
(Tokyo), Calcutta, Cape Town, Jerusalem, Fernando Po, and 
London. Perhaps Peter Hamilton who created this multi-faceted 
wonder in the late 1800’s would have no problem with a rubrics 
cube today. The sundial was designed for solar time. “The time 
recorded on the dial is not in sync with today’s clocks. Before 
standard time was enacted in 1884, people used solar time. This 
meant that noon on Cape Cod arrived earlier than noon in 
Baltimore.  Today, especially during daylight savings time, the 
dial can be off by as much as an hour and 45 minutes.”  
(Rawlings Conservatory) Originally the sundial was carved in 
granite, but has been redone in bronze.

Certainly some people are up to the challenge of designing a 
sundial to keep correct time, Engineer Victor E. Edwards created 
a sundial with a curved shadow arm and two pointers, one for 
daylight savings time and the other for standard time.  He gave it 
to the Santa Barbara, CA Botanical Garden in 1920.

The positioning of a sundial requires a flat space in a sunny 
location. For accuracy the location should be set on one of the 
following dates  April 15, June15, Sept 1, & Dec. 24 as these are 
the four days of the year when sun time and clock time agree.
(Weekend Gardener) The Gnomon (shadow arm) is to be pointed 
toward celestial north. The shadow should align at noon. You 
might need to chat with a physicist to find true celestial north, 
as  “The north and south celestial poles are the two imaginary 
points in the sky where the Earth’s axis of rotation, indefinitely 
extended, intersects the celestial sphere.” (Wikipedia) or use that 
compass app on your phone to find magnetic north. This is why 
I still don’t have a sundial in my garden. 

Today the very idea of a sundial can be one of nostalgia or 
rebuked as nonsense.  In the Ladew Topiary garden in MD, I 
found a small horizontal sundial surrounded by nine engraved 
stepping stones with the following witticism 

Photo credits: Linda Larson

Linda Larson
A Traveling Gardener

Sundial Circle, Carefree Desert Garden, AZ
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Linda Larson is an advocate for the importance of public green space and the value of 
nature in our lives. 
She writes as “A Traveling Gardener, Wandering, Wondering, Noticing. . .”  
http://travelinggardener.com/wordpress/
She is a lifelong lover of flowers, Master Gardener, and gardener in Mesa, AZ for over 30 
years. One of her earliest memories is of daffodils lining the small stone path to her 
grandmother’s door. Personally visiting hundreds of gardens in many parts of the world, 
she shares her insight and discoveries entertaining readers and audiences. 

The interest in sundials continues with 
sundial societies members exploring the 
artistic and mathematical 
possibilities creating more fascinating 
sundials.Though the usefulness of a 
sundial for serious time keeping is no 
longer needed. For me it stands as a 
symbol of the passing hours of our lives 
and draws us close for a moment to as 
we look for a shadow. I continue to be 
amazed at what the exploration of 
gardens offers to visitors. I hope your 
summer plans include time in a garden.

The oldest known sundial found in Egypt dates 
back to 1500 BCE 

I am A
Sundial
And

I make
A Botch

of What is
Done far
Better By 
A Watch

*Elements of a Beaux Arts Garden
A Sundial
Some philosophy
A set of “rooms”
A bird house
A surprise
An orchard
A water element

International Sundial, Druid Park, 
Baltimore, MD

Desert Botanical Garden,
Phoenix, AZ

Flaxmere Garden, New Zealand

Vertical Sundial, Ohinetahi, Governor’s 
Bay, NZ
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RTbeat 12 was a gala event held on Yuma’s Main Street on April 21. This is an annual event celebrating all 

varieties of artistic expression, from choral groups and bands, to artists and flower arrangers. 

Garden club members chose pieces of artwork on display in the Yuma Art Center and created floral designs to 

complement the art. 

 

 “It is always fun to create a design without worrying about whether or not judges will like it,” said Mary Lou Milstead, Yuma 

Garden Club member and chairman of the YGC Floral Design Group. “ARTbeat lets us just have fun arranging flowers in 

unique ways that we may have not tried before. These larger-sized arrangements provide us an opportunity to create floral 

designs we would normally not get a chance to make. ARTbeat is really a lot of fun.”

  

Federated Garden Council of Yuma funds the design materials used for the ARTbeat arrangements. The public enjoys 

seeing beautiful flowers arranged in unique ways, and garden club members have fun creating their designs.

 

“I don’t know how the arrangers think up all these interesting arrangements, but I really like them,” Randy Bowen com-

mented as he helped carry in some of the designs to be displayed.

 

ARTbeat Beauties

A

Karen Bowen, 
AFGC Horticulture Chairman

All Photo credits: Karen Bowen

JoAnne Mowczko, Yuma Garden Club, created an interesting 
topiary. If you look closely, you will see a face in the topiary.

 Flower arranging brings satisfaction not only to the 
arranger, but also to those viewing the arrangements.

Willene Calvert, Pecan Grove Garden Club, created a 
Construction Design complementing a painting of a young 

girl.
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 Mary Lou Milstead, Yuma Garden Club, stands beside her 
beautiful Creative Mass Design complementing the large mural 

painted on one wall at Yuma Art Center.

Dori Weissman, Yuma Garden Club, made a Creative Design 
arrangement with the same color palette as the artwork to the left.

Karen Bowen, MGM Garden Society, created an Abstract Design to 
complement the interesting piece of artwork to the left.

Charlotte Cook, Yuma Garden Club, created a Line Design to 
complement the colors in the piece of artwork to the right.
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Students plant vegetables at Rolle 
Elementary School’s garden in 
Yuma, AZ. 

oday’s youth become tomorrow’s leaders. They also become tomorrow’s garden club 
members. If provided with gardening experiences while young, many children gain a love for 
gardening that carries into their adult lives, and they become garden club members.
  
National Garden Clubs, Inc. has several youth outreach programs, scholarships and contests 

to promote horticulture and a love of gardening. These activities also teach conservation, sustainability 
and stewardship of the land. 

Many of Arizona’s garden clubs sponsor NGC youth projects as one-time projects as well as have 
on-going projects that target youth and offer them opportunities to learn more about gardening, the 
environment, and how they can help conserve our natural resources.  
  
Looking ahead to AFGC’s  up-coming 2018-19 garden club year, perhaps your club would like to add 
some of the youth activities listed below to those you already sponsor. Check NGC’s website, 
www.nationalgardenclub.org, for more information.

Karen Bowen
Horticulture Chairman

T

                                                     NGC Youth Scholarships 

• NGC provides 41 scholarships in the amount of $4,000 each annually. Feb. 1 of each year 
is the deadline to apply. (www.gardenclub.org/scholarships) 

• One-year scholarships are available to juniors, seniors, and graduate students earning a 
Master’s Degree.

• Sophomores may apply for their junior year. 
• The college/university must be accredited and listed on the official website for the U.S. 

Dept. of Ed.  (http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/Search.aspx)  
Contact Nancy Voyles, NGC Scholarships Chairman, for more information.

NGC Youth Programs
Starting Early
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continued

Sharon Jessup, Pecan Grove Garden Club member, helps a 
Yuma Girl Scout measure her arrangement to see if it is the 
correct height. Each year, PGGC sponsors a workshop for Girl 
Scouts to create arrangements to be entered in the junior 
division in Yuma Co. Fair’s Open Horticulture Division 
sponsored by Yuma garden clubs and societies.

NGC Youth Literature 

NGC provides literature for garden clubs to purchase as gifts for local libraries, schools, and 
gifts for children. The purpose is to raise funds for NGC projects as well as educate youth and 
nurture their sense of stewardship. $10 per book. (www.shopgardenclub.org/shop)
• The Saved Seed – An early-reader K-4 book that follows the journey of a pumpkin seed 

from Halloween through a seedling, a vine and a new pumpkin. 
• The Frightened Frog – An early-reader K-4 book that educates children about frogs, 
       amphibians, and the world they live in.
• Free Downloadable Booklets – 
“Bees and Butterflies” (teaches basic facts about insect pollinators) 
“Ecology Warriors” (teaches Earth’s natural resources:  air, water, forest, land and wildlife)

Youth 3-18 Adult and junior artists met in Moody Garden during 
Art in the Garden. Artists painted and sold artwork in the garden 
while local garden clubs sold plants and plant-related artwork. 
MGM Garden Society maintains the two-acre botanical garden 
and sponsored the event. Moody Garden has been certified as a 
Million Pollinator Garden, a Monarch Waystation Garden, and a 
National Wildlife Federation Wildlife Habitat.

Home-schoolers plant a milkweed in the Children’s Garden at 
Robert J. Moody Demonstration Garden. The students held a 
bake sale and raised funds to purchase plants. Moody Garden 
is maintained by MGM Garden Society.
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NGC Youth Contests

Contact:  Marlena Parrott, AFGC Youth Chairman (www.marlenap@ag.arizona.edu )
• Poetry Contest - An annual competition for elementary students that highlights a new 

environmental theme each year. The 2019 theme is “Pop Goes the Seed”. 
• Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl Poster Contest - NGC teams with the U.S. Dept. of Ag. 

Forest Service to sponsor this contest. Students, grades  1-5, can choose Smokey Bear 
or Woodsy Owl to highlight in their poster and depict the animal’s slogan:  Smokey 
Bear- “Only You Can Prevent Wildfires!” or Woodsy Owl- “Lend a Hand, Care for the 
Land!” 

• High School Essay Contest - An annual essay competition for high school students 
with a new theme each year. The NGC winner is awarded a $1,000 scholarship. The 
2019 theme is “The Impact of Bottled Water on the Environment and the Water 

      Supply”.
• Youth Sculpture Contest - An annual competition where students can showcase their 

creativity and artistry by representing environmental awareness using recyclable 
       materials to create a sculpture. Maximum size:  8 ½ x 11 inches. Entries should include           
       two photos - 4x6 inches. Deadline is Jan. 15 each year.
• Youth Award #76, High School Distinguished Service Project Award - Annual awards 

of $100 for first place and $50 for second place are awarded to high school students 
for their outstanding civic projects in areas of environment, conservation, landscape, 
horticulture, recycling or garden therapy. If your club wishes to submit a student for 
this award who has done an outstanding civic project, follow the state award 

      application process to submit a candidate.  
Contact Lynne Ehnert, NGC Awards Chairman, Youth Award #76, High School Distin-
guished Service Project.

NGC Youth Gardening 

• NGC encourages clubs to provide gardening opportunities to youth, from pre-K through 
high school. Garden clubs can sponsor their own youth garden clubs, after-school enrich-
ment programs, classroom presentations, and pre-K programs. Garden clubs can also 
collaborate with youth organizations, such as Scouts and 4-H, to educate children about 
gardening, floral design, horticulture topics and environmental information.

• Backyard Wildlife Habitat with National Wildlife Federation:  Garden clubs can help youth 
groups establish a garden and certify it as a NWF Backyard Wildlife Habitat. (www.nwf.
org/certifyhabitat) 

• Girl Scouts Native Plants Patch:  The program partners Girl Scouts with NGC garden club 
members to teach girls about native plants growing in their area in order for them to earn 
their Native Plants Patch.

Contact:  Tricia Mitchell, Girl Scout Liaison for NGC at TrCaMitchell@aol.com or www.garden-
club.org/youth 
• Youth Pollinator Garden Grants:   NGC offers up to $200 to garden clubs who are 
working with youth clubs or youth groups who plan and plant pollinator gardens. Funds can 
be used for educational materials about pollinators and for helping youth plant a garden that 
provides nesting areas, shelter and food sources for pollinators. Garden clubs should com-
plete an NGC Grant Application, provide detailed information about the project, and submit 
their request to the NGC Youth Committee Chairman for approval.
(www.gardenclub.org/awards/youth-awards)            
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The Centers for Habilitation
 esert Pointe Garden 

Club’s project to create a 

welcoming landscape at 

a TCH home for 

disabled working adults 

in Tempe has been completed. In about 

two years’ time we’ve had two trees 

removed, refreshed and planted 

existing raised beds in the back, and 

installed foundation plantings across 

the front of the house.  Our last step 

was to define the front bed with a hard 

border and that was done in March just 

as the plants were beginning to bloom.  

The border was easy to install and truly 

was the finishing touch, helped along 

by a generous layer of mulch.  

The raised beds in the back of the 

house are now well established and 

looking great.  The lavender 

apparently loves where it’s planted 

and has grown lush and beautiful.  

We’ve been pleased to notice that the 

residents have taken an interest in 

the project and we often find they’ve 

contributed some annuals here and 

there.    

Among the many plants we were 

given when a member’s daughter 

decided to add a pool to her family’s 

newly landscaped back yard were 

several hopbushes, also known as 

the hopseed bush. Not one of us 

working on the project was familiar 

Pictured: Linda Curan, Leta Searcy, Sandy Everett, Judy Barrett, Jan Miner

with this shrub but every single bush 

survived being dug up, sitting in a pot 

for a few months and then being 

replanted.  They have performed 

beautifully and we have become 

great fans of their delicate beauty and 

subtle ivory flowers.  

We will no doubt have some 

maintenance to do there in the future 

but it’s time to find a similar TCH 

house in our area and start on a new 

project.

D
Sandy Everett
Desert Pointe Garden Club

A New Border Lavender Hopbush
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he Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs 

completed Landscape Design School, 

Series One, Course I, II, III and IV in March 

2018.  Classes were held at the Maricopa 

County Extension Center in collaboration 

with the Maricopa Master Gardeners.  

All four courses were very well attended and there 

were fourteen AFGC members and four non-members 

who successfully completed all four courses.  Seven of 

the fourteen are new members of Arizona clubs who 

joined while attending Landscape Design School. Also 

completing the four courses were three NGC members 

of the New Mexico Garden Clubs, and one NGC 

member of the Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs. 

NGC members are in the process of 

being accredited by NGC and will receive the status of 

Consultant.  Many who missed classes look forward to 

completing them in the future.  

Landscape Design School Series Two, Course I is 

planned for January 19th and 20th, 2019. More 

information will be available in the coming months.  

Landscape Design School

T
Image credits: Judy Tolbert

Bismark Palm

Eisendrath House

Judy Tolbert
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Easy Summer Entertaining

Summer Entertaining can be a casual and relaxing time spent with quality friends and is 
even sweeter when you aren’t stressing over the hostess duties. Making a Mezzo /Veggie 
platter or Appetizer platter is a great way to cut your prep time down and spend more time 
soaking up the summer vibes. Adding fresh vegetables straight from your garden to 
complement a couple store bought dips can up the elegance factor. Don’t forget flavored 
oils and a few fresh herbs to round out the presentation.

Image credits: Pinterest
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View through pruned trees

T
Sedona Area Garden Club (SAGC) enthusiastically embraced the Million Pollinator Garden Challenge call to 

action “to preserve and create gardens and landscapes that help revive the health of bees, butterflies, birds, 

bats, and other pollinators.” 

100% of our SAGC active and associate members have supported our vision to rehabilitate and revitalize the 

Big Park Community School Butterfly Garden as our Million Pollinator Project. Some of our members who were unable to 

physically help in the garden, voluntarily gave monetary donations; as did many other members. 

SAGC members started work on the project in the winter of 2017 with over 50 hours spent in weeding, pruning, and 

irrigation system repair. We immediately recognized we couldn’t do any new planting until the two overgrown oak trees, 

initially planted by SAGC in 2003, were pruned to let essential sun and light shine into our garden. 

We woefully under-budgeted ($575) the amount needed ($975) to trim the two oak trees. We were grateful to win the AFGC 

Million Pollinator Challenge Award of $1,000, which we used to pay for this major pruning project. This work was done in 

November during Thanksgiving break because we had to wait until the trees were dormant. 

Over the summer, members continued to shower the existing plants with TLC and tackled the two rusted Butterfly shaped 

metal chairs by sanding, repainting, and powder coating them. The wooden chair and table were also sanded, repainted, 

and decorated with nature designs. The goals of the International Baccalaureate Program were painted in script around the 

perimeter of the table top. Decorative walking stones through the garden needing repair work with concrete and small glass 

pieces were also fixed.

We enjoyed our first public showing in October when AFGC Past Presidents Judy Tolbert and Carol Parrott, AFGC President 

Marcie Brooks, Pacific Region Director Peggy Olin, and members of the Gold Canyon Garden Club visited us after attending 

the High Desert Designer’s Blue Star Memorial Dedication Ceremony in Sedona.

Also in the autumn, the decaying wooden fence was torn out 

and replaced with donated rebar, which was welded by one 

of our member’s husbands into a new trellis type fence. This 

is an appropriate time to report that several husbands have 

donated their labor to this project as well. Over the year they 

have contributed an estimated 50 hours.

During spring break in March, 2018, a new raised bed was 

built around the trellis rebar fence. The Lasagna Method of 

planting was used to fill the bed with layers of torn up card-

board and newspapers, leaves, alfalfa pellets, 

Juanita Peterson

Sedona Area Garden Club

Million Pollinator Challenge Project 
Final Report
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well-composted horse manure, and native soil.  The nourishing bed was planted with Germander and Nasturtiums; and 

Cross Vine to climb up the artistic rebar trellis. 

Also this spring the following existing plants: Apache Plume, Chaste Tree, Columbine, Fleabane, Goldenrod, Guara, Mint, 

Oregano, Salvia Greggii, Pittosporum, Shasta daisies, Shrub Rose, Spanish Lavender, Strawberry, Thyme-Leaf Speedwell 

(creeping thyme), Verbena Rigida and Yarrow were assessed and augmented. Some were divided and/or moved. 

The following new plants were installed, many of which were donated by members: Agastache, Butterfly Bush, Centranthus, 

Honeysuckle, Lambs’ Ear, Milkweed, Monarda, Penstemon, and Nasturtium seeds.

The next step in our rehabilitation process was done by our irrigation expert member, who donated hours of work, saving us 

many dollars. She repaired leaks and severed lines; and installed new lines where needed to new and transplanted plants. 

To help the students learn about plants, butterflies, and their needs in a healthy habitat, we have installed five, 8 x 11 inch 

educational signs (Life Cycle of the Butterfly, Butterfly Garden, Native Plants, Food, and Water) on sturdy 18” stakes. We are 

also installing plant identification signs (with both botanical and common name) on 12 inch heavy wire stakes. 

As with all gardens, the work is worth the joy of watching it grow and bloom. The bonus of a garden club project is that mem-

bers get to plan together, toil together, laugh together, and sometimes discover hidden talents and/or interests.

Thank you again, AFGC, for your monetary award to help us attract pollinators—and students—back into the Butterfly Gar-

den at Big Park Community School.  Recently a little boy walking through the garden was overheard to say, “This just gets 

more beautiful every day.”

Indeed.  We are delighted with the results of our over 400 hours of volunteer work. We know this number will continue to 

increase in this ongoing project of the Sedona Area Garden Club. We shall grow, along with the students, in our expanded 

knowledge of pollinators and their habitats.

Photo Credits: Karen Bowen

Big Park Community School Butterfly Park
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Committee Co-chairs: Betty Loos, Jan Billiam, Jennifer Mo-

reland, 

Committee members: Jo Cahill, Cheryl Christenson, Betty 

Flowers, Elaine Gunderson, Harriet Jack, Carol Keefer, Juan-

ita Peterson, and Judy Thompson

BPCSBG Costs as of April 29, 2018: 

$749.32 from SAGC Treasury*

$975.00 Tree Trimming

 (from AFGC Million Pollinator $1000 award)

Total BPCSBG $ outlay to date: $1724.32

Outstanding costs remain for plant identification signage

*SAGC funds used for: Furniture Refinishing supplies, Ir-

rigation Supplies, Raised Bed building supplies to include 

“lasagna garden ingredients”, New plants, and Educational 

Garden Signage.

Thank You!
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Raised Bed Lasagna Garden in the 
Big Park Community School Butterfly Garden.
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eeders Garden Club dedicated a Pollinator Garden at Tumbleweed Park in Chandler, Arizona on Friday, 

April 27, 2018.  

This has been a yearlong project led by Weeder, Pat Murrish.  One thousand dollars in seed money for 

this project was funded by the President’s Project of the AFGC immediate Past-President, Judy Tolbert.  

Selling engraved pavers to line the walkway through the garden provided additional funding. There were also many dona-

tions of plants, boulders and painted rocks used as plant markers.  Weeder, Pat Bunkley, organized the dedication day, which 

was a wonderful celebration of the importance of pollinators.

Weeders Garden Club
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Beth Kirkpatrick
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AFGC Awards 2017

Yearbooks
Clubs under 20 members
1st Place      Pecan Grove Garden Club
2nd Pace     Old Town Scottsdale Garden Club
3rd Place     Tucson Garden Club
Honorable Mention   Indian Ridge Garden Club
Honorable Mention   Los Cerros Garden Club

Clubs 20 -29 members
1st Place      Tempe Garden Club
2nd Place    Washington Garden Club
3rd Place     Desert Point Garden Club
Honorable Mention    Cerbat Garden Club

Clubs 30-44 Members
1st Place      Sedona Garden Club
2nd Place    Scottsdale Garden Club
3rd Place     Desert Designers Garden Club
Honorable Mention    The Desert Garden Club

Clubs 46-69 Members
1st Place      Weeders
2nd Place    Gold Canyon Garden Club

Plant Societies
Honorable Mention    MGM Plant Society
Honorable Mention    Orchid and African Violet Society

Membership
Club Having Greatest Increase New Members     Weeders Garden Club
Club showing greatest Percent New Members      MGM Garden Society
District with Greatest Percent New Members       Central District

Flower Shows
Standard Flower Show in a Public Building     Scottsdale Garden Club

Doris Helvig Design Award     Wanda Collins

Lucy Samuels
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2017 - 2018 Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs Poetry Contest 
Winners 

     
Grade Placing Name School Sponsoring Garden Club 
Kindergarten 1st Raysel Romero Pueblo Elementary School Pecan Grove Garden Club 
1st  1st Jacob Wilder Summit School of Ahwatukee Desert Pointe Garden Club - Phoenix, AZ 
2nd 1st Lillian Brown Alice Byrne Elementary School Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
4th  1st Isabella Counts Pueblo Elementary School Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
5th 1st Isabella Figueroa Alice Byrne Elementary School Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
6th  1st Daisy Romero Pueblo Elementary School Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
6th  2nd Felicia E. Folders Home Schooled High Desert Designers Garden Club - Sedona, AZ  
7th 1st Jasmine Polk Yuma Lutheran School Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
8th  1st Taylor Clarkson Crane Middle School  Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
     

Exceptional/Special Education Students  
Grade Placing Name School Sponsoring Garden Club 
4th 1st Levi Rodriquez Tierra Del Sol Elementary School Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 

6th 1st 
Brenda Chavez 
Miranda George Washington Carver Elementary School  Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 

7th  1st Isreal Reyes Somerton Middle School Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
8th  1st Reina Garcia  Somerton Middle School Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
     

 
 
 
 
 

2017 - 2018 Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs Essay Contest Winner 
Grade Placing Name School Sponsoring Garden Club 
9th  1st Jordan Jones Yuma Catholic High School Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
     

 
 

2017 - 2018 Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs Smokey Bear / Woodsy Owl Contest Winners 
Grade Placing Name School Sponsoring Garden Club 
1st 1st Victoria Malfavon Ronald Reagan  Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
2nd 1st Anabel Lopez Ronald Reagan Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
3rd 1st Sahasra Alluri  Scottsdale Garden Club - Scottsdale, AZ 
 2nd Isabella Delgado Ronald Reagan  Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
4th 1st Addison Ward Redfield Elementary School Scottsdale Garden Club - Scottsdale, AZ 
 2nd Ayleen Ramirez Ronald Reagan Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 
5th  1st Teagan McCarthy Redfield Elementary School Scottdale Garden Club - Scottsdale, AZ 

 2nd  
Hessandra 
Covarrubias Ronald Reagan  Pecan Grove Garden Club - Yuma, AZ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pacific Region Awards 
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Yearbook  
Clubs Under 20 Members  
2nd Place Old Town Garden Club 
Clubs 20-29 Members  
2nd Place Tempe Garden Club 
Clubs 30-44 Members  
2nd Place Sedona Area Garden Club 

 
State Newsletter  
3rd Place Arizona 

 
Standard Flower Show Schedule  
3rd Place Scottsdale Garden Club 

 
 

Youth Essay  
Jordan Jones 9th Grade 
Youth Poetry  
Kindergarten Raysel Romero 
1st Grade Jacob Wilder 
4th Grade Isabella Counts 
6th Grade Daisey Romero 
7th Grade Jasmine Polk 
8th Grade Taylor Clarkson 
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Connect with others and support their events...

Upcoming Events

EVENT CALENDAR DATES FOR AFGC 2018 

September 25 – 30, 2018
NGC Fall Board Meeting, Orlando, FL.

October 24, 2018
AFGC Fall Executive Committee and Board of Directors Meetings. 
At Valley Garden Center, 1809 North 15th Ave., Phoenix, AZ  85007-1617

November 9, 2018
Central/Eastern District Meeting, Valley Garden Center, 
1809 North 15th Ave., Phoenix, AZ  85007

Have A Safe And Happy Summer
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How Doth The Little Busy Bee 
Improve Each Shining Hour 

and Gather Honey All the Day 
From Every Opening Flower

~Isaac Watts
2017-2018 Executive 
Board and 
Board Chairpersons

President:
Marcie Brooks
Vice-President: 
Judy Shelton
Recording Secretary:
Ann Kronenwetter
Corresponding Secretary:
Carol Parrott
Treasurer:
Judy Kennedy
Assistant Treasurer:
Tricia Schaeffer
Parliamentarian/ Historian:
Elaine Gunderson
Hospitality:
Orvalita Hopkins
Newsletter Editor:
Elisabeth Samuels

Greenleaf: Summer Edition, June 2018
Please send all article submissions to:

elisabeth.salterra@gmail.com
Our next deadline is:

August 17, 2018

“In every 
gardener 
there is a 
child who 
believes in 
the seed 

fairy”
~robert brault


