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My theme during my tenure as AFGC
President is:

Calendar of Events

RAISING ARIZONA

Back to School

Pollinator Plants - Participation - Membership

My President’s Project is to help fund the
moving and replanting of the Wallace Desert
Garden Collection to Boyce Thompson
Arboretum, which is located about an hour
east of Phoenix, Arizona. The Wallace Desert Garden, located in
Scottsdale, was sold to developers, so time is of the essence to move
the collection before the plants are scheduled to be bladed. It consists of
about 6000 trees, shrubs, cacti and other succulents. Many of these
specimens are not found in any other botanical garden. AFGC has
already donated funds to help with this replanting effort.
There are various ways that AFGC Clubs and members could help with
the replanting of the Wallace Desert Garden. Because cremation is
becoming increasingly common, there is often no specific designated
place to visit that memorializes a deceased loved one. Donating a bench
and/or having a tree planted in honor of a friend or family member could
serve this purpose. A couple could celebrate their marriage by having a
tree planted or bench made to commemorate their wedding anniversary.
Another scenario could be to have a tree planted to celebrate the birth of
a child or, for example, a child’s fifth birthday and then plan to have the
child visit the tree every birthday. A good life lesson to help connect with
nature! What better way to help replant the Wallace Desert Garden in
the impressive and beautiful Boyce Thompson Arboretum!
My President’s Project dovetails with our National Garden Clubs
President Nancy Hargrove’s theme: Plant America. Do avail yourselves
of the opportunities afforded by the Plant America Community Projects
Grants program. Also, NGC has another Book for Youth entitled The
Saved Seed. It teaches a young child where seeds come from and is
available for sale for ten dollars.
I’m looking forward to working with those serving on the Board of
Directors and all AFGC members.

~ Marcie Brooks
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Back to School

By Linda Larson, AFGC Scholarship Chair
This fall AFGC is helping four students continue their college
studies related to gardening, landscape design, environmental
issues, floral design or horticulture.
This year’s AFGC scholarship state award winner is Eric Olson,
a graduate student in the Northern Arizona University Forestry
School. In his application Eric wrote “A lifetime of recreating in
the outdoors has instilled in me a love for wilderness and forests.
My career goal is to transition into a permanent employee with
the United States Forest Service (USFS) as a silviculturist. I
chose to pursue the USFS because the agencies mission, ‘to
sustain the health diversity and productivity of the Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations,’ is directly in line with my values.” Eric received the state
scholarship award of $5000, and a National Scholarship award of $4000. He will complete his
Masters in Forestry in May, 2018.
The Claypool funds (Gertrude Claypool, longtime AFGC member) administered by the ASU
Foundation also awarded three $5000. scholarships to:
Monica Downs—who received a Claypool award in 2016, and is making steady progress toward her
degree in Landscape Architecture.
Kristin Antkoviak—pursuing a Landscape Architecture degree with an emphasis in sustainable food
sources.
Kayla Kutter—Majoring in Sustainable Horticulture, an international student who hopes to impact
many lives when she completes her studies.
AFGC Scholarships help students keep our fields growing into the future. Each year in early
February scholarship applications are due and students in their Junior, Senior, and Graduate levels
from all three state universities are encouraged to apply. Complete information is available on the
AFGC website under the Scholarship tab. If you are as inspired as I am by these students consider
making a donation to the AFGC Scholarship fund.

Penny Pines Program
By Josephine Vincze, AFGC Penny Pines Chairman

As many of you know, National Garden Clubs and the USDA Forest Service have formed a
partnership sustaining our national and urban forests. AFGC garden clubs participate in this
meaningful and practical conservation project by contributing $68.00 to a Penny Pines plantation, as
part of the costs of replanting and/or replacing trees indigenous to a particular damaged area,
whether by fire or other natural catastrophes.
Under a conservation agreement, the Forest Service will do the planting, using your donation
together with Federal funds. The plantations are a part of the regular National Forest Reforestation
Program. The Supervisor of each National Forest selects planting sites.
People and Forests
“No matter where we live, whether in the city or rural areas, forests and open space play an
important role in our lives. Every day, we use a diverse array of forest products, from the houses we

live in, to the paper we use, to the food we eat. Forests provide
economic opportunities, as well as many indirect benefits, such as
clean air and water. Forests and open space also offer invaluable
recreational opportunities, providing us with a healthy sense of
well-being. Life without forests and open space would be
unimaginable. We must take care to sustainably manage our
natural resources to meet current and future needs.” This is one of
the main goals of the USDA Forest Service.
Please be generous and donate often to this very important project. It benefits all of us, as well as
future generations. The Penny Pines form is on the AFGC website www.azgardenclubs.com.
After logging in with your e-mail and password, click on membership tools, then click on forms and
miscellaneous information and download the form. If you have trouble with this, please contact
me at jo-vincze@q.com, and I will send the form to you. Thank you!

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs Fundraiser
It’s time to join the fun at AFGC’s “CELEBRATE” Fundraiser! It will be held Saturday, February
10, 2018 at McCormick Ranch Golf Club Pavilion, 7505 E. McCormick Pkwy, Scottsdale, Arizona
from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm.
All AFGC Clubs are invited to participate in the fundraising activities and enjoy the “Celebration!”
You will be treated to a Style Show from Steinmart, Lunch, Speaker- Karina Bland, feature writer
from the AZ Republic, a Basket and 50/50 Raffle, Plant Sale, Silent Auction and a Floral
Container Silent Auction. Tickets are $45 each and guests are welcome. Tables for 8 or 10 can
be reserved. The reservation form is available in the fall and winter issue of the Greenleaf and on
the AFGC website at www.azgardenclubs.com.
We have an exciting, fun filled day planned for you, your club members and your guests. You
won’t want to miss it! Proceeds from the fundraiser go to help fund our scholarship program and
other projects of AFGC. We look forward to seeing you and your friends there!
Let’s “Celebrate”
Amy Emary and Rea Heesch, Chairmen

Calendar of Events
October 5, 2017
Western District Meeting
DaBoyz Restaurant, Yuma, AZ
Contact: Karen Bowen
October 11, 2017
High Desert Designers' Blue Star
Memorial Marker Dedication
Northern District Meeting
Sedona Public Library
October 24, 2017
2017 Fall Board of Directors Meeting
Valley Garden Center
November 8, 2017
Southern District Meeting
Contact: Sheila Parcel
November 9, 2017
Central/Eastern District Meeting
Contact: Cauleen Autery
January 19 & 20, 2018
Landscape Design School Course III
Maricopa County Extension Center,
Phoenix
March 18, 2018
Scottsdale Garden Club Fundraiser
Contact: Adrien Preiss
February 10, 2018
2018 AFGC Fundraiser "Celebration"
McCormick Ranch Golf Club,
Scottsdale

The Lovely Morning Glory

By Sheila Bryce, Invasive Weeds Chairman
Next to my backdoor, in a large pot, a Morning Glory climbs up the brick
wall of our Minnesota summer place. It’s a lovely plant and its purple
tubular flowers bloom every morning.
Although I enjoy the plant, it is not a plant I can
grow in a pot next to my front door in Tempe,
Arizona. I would be breaking the law. This pretty
blooming vine is illegal in Arizona. In fact, the
USDA, for the State of Arizona, lists it as an
invasive weed or noxious weed.
I first learned this when I moved to Arizona and
joined the Tempe Garden Club. I was warned
that this plant was illegal in Arizona. The
explanation given was that it invaded the cotton
fields. I did not sow any Morning Glory seeds to
germinate, grow, and climb the block walls that
surrounded the backyard in our new home.
I can understand why they cause problems in the
cotton fields and other fields. Morning Glories
reach out to climb walls, and if they are not climbing, they are spreading
out on the ground. I see this with my plant in Minnesota. It is climbing
up the wall and out of the pot, over the rim, and continuing to grow
along the edge of the cement patio and brick wall. The nature of the
plant’s growth, if it invades a field in Arizona, will cause it to become a
twisted mess around crops. You can imagine how difficult it would be to
harvest the crop if that should happen.

March 3 & 4, 2018
Landscape Design School Course IV
Maricopa County Extension Center,
Phoenix

Therefore, if you are new to Arizona, don’t sow the Morning Glory seeds
that you may have brought from another state. As a good citizen don’t
let this lovely plant invade and cause problems for agriculture and the
citizens of Arizona.

April 4, 2018
2018 AFGC 84th Annual Meeting
Vallen Garden Center, Phoenix

There is a lot of information on Google about the Morning Glory. You
can learn all about it, but remember this: Don’t grow it in Arizona!

October 24, 2018
2018 Fall Board of Directors Meeting
Valley Garden Center, Phoenix
March 7, 2019
2019 Spring Board of Directors
Meeting
Valley Garden Center, Phoenix
April 6 & 7, 2019
2019 85th Convention and Annual
Meeting
Hosted by Southern District (TBA)

Arizona State Noxious Weeds List
USDA PLANTS
https://plants.usda.gov/java/noxious?rptType=State&statefips=04

"A Gathering in Sedona - A Day to Remember"
Gathering - Lunch - NGC Blue Star Memorial Marker Dedication
Wednesday, October 11, 2017
Sedona Public Library
3250 White Bear Road
Sedona, AZ
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

High Desert Designers are excited to invite you to the Northern District Gathering and Blue Star
Memorial Marker Dedication with lunch Wednesday, October 11, 2017, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at
the Sedona Public Library. Cost: $25.00
Our new State President Marcie Brooks will greet us and provide a heads-up on her theme,
RAISING ARIZONA and the new 2017-2019 AFGC State Project Replanting Boyce Thompson
Arboretum's Wallace Garden plus the upcoming AFGC Fundraiser February 10, 2018.
Information on NGC and Pacific Region Themes: PLANT AMERICA with Native and Pollinator
Plants will be available.
We are delighted to announce that David Morris, a Oklahoma Choctaw graduate of NAU and a
Boyce Thompson Arboretum volunteer will present a slide program On the CuranderoTrail showing
Edible and Medicinal Plants that Native Americans use. Dave has a wonderful sense of humor.

Northern District Presidents will be introduced. Reports or garden club exhibits/displays
are not required. The President can just stand and wave like the Queen of England. However, if
your club wishes to share ideas, programs or promote future events, this is the time to do so. To
provide a reasonable schedule for all, please keep it to 3 minutes.
After a fellowship lunch, a NGC Blue Star Memorial Marker Dedication, a wonderful patriotic event,
will follow.
You will be on your way home by 2:00 p.m. carrying gifts awaiting each attendee after lunch plus
after the dedication and reception itself.
An Informational Flyer and Registration Form are attached. The form can be used by an individual
member or as a club group registration form. At your September meeting, circulate the registration
form for members to sign and attach their checks. It takes just one stamp to
mail. Deadline: Monday, October 2, 2017.
I hope your summer has been filled with hope, cheer and peace. High Desert Designers is looking
forward to sharing their joy with you.
Happy Gardening to all,
Elaine Gunderson
Northern District Director
cggleg@gmail.com
928-282-3627

Western District Fall Meeting
Oct. 5, 1 p.m., DaBoyz Restaurant
Downtown Yuma at 284 S. Main St. #101
Western District is off to a great start with another exciting year of gardening and
garden club activities planned. Our fall Western District meeting will be a luncheon
held at DaBoyz Restaurant. Each person will purchase his or her lunch. (a menu is
attached)
For our out-of-town attendees, exit I-8 at the Fourth Avenue exit, turn east on First
Street., turn south on Main Street. Drive halfway down Main Street, and DaBoyz is on
the right.
There is parking in front of the restaurant and more in back. If you are parking in
back, balloons will mark the entrance into the restaurant from the back parking lot
.
We are meeting in a separate room from the main dining room - look for balloons.
It is wonderful to have our new State President, Marcie Brooks, attending. She will
present her theme, RAISING ARIZONA, and give information about the new 20172019 AFGC State Project, Replanting Boyce Thompson Arboretum's Wallace Garden,
and the up-coming AFGC Fundraiser to be held February 10, 2018.
Hand-outs concerning NGC and Pacific Region Themes, PLANT AMERICA with
Native and Pollinator Plants, will be available.
Rod Hartleib, president of Yuma Orchid and African Violet Society, will speak about
African violets and how to grow them. He grows several hundred African violets and
will show some of his favorite varieties. African violets grown by YOAVS club
members will be raffled off at the end of the luncheon.
Please RSVP to Karen Bowen, Western District Director, (bowenkaren@ymail.com)
by September 25.
This will be a fun event with lots of information about growing one of America’s
favorite flowering plants, the African violet. It will also be a wonderful opportunity.

Desert Pointe Garden Club
By Sandy Everett
Desert Pointe Garden Club ended the garden club year in May with a catered
luncheon at the Ahwatukee Board of Management facility. Members
celebrated another great year of projects and programs and the success of
two Summit School students in the annual poetry contest. Orvalita Hopkins
conducted a light-hearted installation of Desert Pointe’s new officers President, Leta Searcy; 1st Vice President, Joan Smith; 2nd Vice-President,
Marilyn Astroth; Secretary, Sandra Everett; and Treasurer, Judy Barrett.
Nine members were awarded State Life
Memberships.

Ames Tools

Two weeks later members who were involved with
the landscaping at a home for working, disabled
adults in Tempe enjoyed a garden-themed luncheon
at TCH headquarters, also in Tempe. Some of the
residents joined us that day as well and TCH staff
presented each guest with a vintage teacup filled
with a wildflower seed packet and a TCH necklace.
Orvalita Hopkins installing Officers

The club recently received a grant of tools from Ames
Companies, Inc. through its Garden Tools 4 Garden
Projects, a project in partnership with NGC. The tools
will be very helpful to the Club as we continue our
community outreach efforts.

Several members turned out for a big cleanup of our
garden beds at the Ahwatukee Recreation Center
(ARC) in steamy mid-August. We pulled weeds and
trimmed back trees, bushes and shrubs that had
flourished during the hot summer. We were
pleased to see that the rain lilies in one of the iris
beds had spread to provide a beautiful yellow late
-summer carpet for that area.

Clean-up crew at ARC

We are looking forward to our meeting in early
September and to another year in the garden.

Rain Lilies

Weeders Garden Club May Luncheon
By Beth Kirkpatrick
Weeders Garden Club held our May Luncheon at Sun Lakes Country Club to celebrate the year and
install our new officers. The theme of the luncheon was Celebrating Pollinators so many of our
members dressed up as pollinators. In addition to great food and fun social time we also played
games. Our very clever members put together a game of match the pollinator that was great fun.
Trisha Schaffer, the Eastern District Director, and a Weeders member installed our new officers.
We are all looking forward to our new year beginning this month as we begin to prepare for hosting
a Flower Show in April, 2019, the first for us in many years.

Top Left: Pollinator Decorations, Top Right: Sandra Fahey and Pattie Langton,
Middle Left: Tricia Schaeffer installing our new officers. From left, Gloria Zafiris,
Corresponding Secretary; Lori Malin, Recording Secretary; Tricia Schaeffer, Eastern
District Director; Cauleen Autrey, President; Marsha Rose Whitney, Vice President;
Kathy Pless, Karen Bowen, Parliamentarian and Karen Wollscheid, Treasurer. Middle
Right: Sue Berger, Cheryl Bunch and Kathy Pless, Bottom Left: Beth Ball standing in
front of the pollinator match game.

Pucker Up

this plant’s hot lips. Their bright-red color is a
magnet for hummingbirds, which are the plant’s
By Karen Bowen
primary pollinators. Butterflies and other insects
AFGC Horticulture Chairman, Yuma Sun Desert
are secondary pollinators. Although short-lived,
Gardener columnist
the lip-like bracts help ensure successful
pollination of its flowers.
We often focus on solutions for environmental
problems facing America and forget there are
Once the flowers are pollinated, blue-colored
similar problems throughout the world. No matter
berries form. Birds eat the berries and carry
what country you examine, there are
seeds from one area of the rainforest to another
environmental concerns that need to be
in their droppings, thus ensuring new plants will
addressed.
grow throughout the rainforest.
According to Endangered Species International,
of 44, 838 species assessed worldwide, 16, 928
were considered threatened with extinction.
Threatened species are considered critically
endangered, endangered or vulnerable. More
than ten million species remain to be discovered,
but many of them are highly endangered and
may become extinct before being found.
Endangered species are having their balanced
ecosystems destroyed, which are causing the
plants and animals in those ecosystems to
vanish. This, in turn, is putting native indigenous
people in jeopardy, as well.
One plant on the endangered species list is the
unusual Psychotria elata. This shrub, found in the
undergrowth of rainforests in Central and South
America, has many common names, such as the
“kissing plant”. To attract pollinators, Psychotria
elata has developed two bright-red bracts that
actually look like lips puckered up ready to be
kissed. Between the red bracts, tiny, white, starlike blooms emerge.

June 19-25 was National Pollinator Week as designated by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Helliconius butterflies are partial to Psychotria
elata for their nectar supply. These beautiful
butterflies have long wings patterned in a rainbow
of colors. As they flit here and there searching for
flowering plants, they add bright color to the
rainforest’s greenery.
Native to temperate rainforests, Psychotria elata
requires high humidity around 60%, fertile soil
developed from decades of leaf litter that has
decomposed beneath the towering rainforest
trees, indirect sunlight and extremely warm
temperatures in order to survive.

Because of its specific habitat requirements,
Psychotria elata is not a houseplant and can only
be grown in a heated greenhouse. This is
unfortunate because in the wild, logging, both
The exotic-looking bracts in this photo belong to the Psychotria
legal and illegal, is quickly destroying the
elata plant, nicknamed the “kissing plant”.
rainforests where Psychotria elata is native. As
rainforests are chopped down, the plant’s habitat
The actress known as “Hot Lips Hoolihan” on the is disappearing, killing not only Psychotria elata,
television show, M*A*S*H, couldn’t compete with but also plants that once grew beneath the

sheltered rainforest canopies. Presently, the
“kissing plant” is on the endangered species list
of plants and animals.

important pollinators and to learn more about
how we can help stop their decline.
As always, we can help by planting flowering
plants for adult butterflies and plants butterfly
larvae eat, such as milkweed for Monarch
larvae. Reducing pesticide use outdoors also
helps. Showing support for organizations
involved in worldwide protection of our plants
and animals is also a worthwhile endeavor.
Besides loss of our pollinators, we face many
other worldwide environmental crises, such as
air, water and land pollution, deforestation,
destruction of wetlands and water shortages.
Plants and animals keep us alive, purify our
water, fix nitrogen, recycle nutrients and wastes
and pollinate our crops. They are vital to our
survival, and we are vital to theirs.

Psychotria elata is a plant native to the rainforests of Central and
South America.

Environmental issues can be addressed through
proper legislation, enforcement of laws legislated
and education of the public as to what the
Indigenous tribes throughout Central America
have long used Psychotria elata to treat a variety environmental problems are and how they can
help solve them.
of medical ailments. In Nicaragua, it is used to
treat the effects of snakebite; and in other
Together, we can make a difference.
Central American countries, it is used to treat
everything from hypertension to mental
disorders.
Preserving our natural environment and the
native plants dwelling in that environment is
important not only here in the United States, but
world-wide. Once a species is extinct, there is no
turning back time to rescue it.
June 19-25 was designated as National
Pollinator Week by the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
and was a week set aside to highlight our

A beautiful Helliconius butterfly is sipping nectar from Psychotria
elata blooms found nestled between the red, lip-like bracts.

REGISTRATION FORM
Landscape Design School – Course IIi

Name:_________________________________
Email: ______________________________
Address: ____________________________
____________________________________
Cell Phone: __________________________

Yes ___

Garden Club: ________________________
Master Gardener:
$85.00 $_______

Full School No Exam
$85.00 $_______

$80.00 $_______

No ___

Full School w/exam

Refresher w/ exam
Late Registration Fee $15.00 $_______
NOTE: Late Registration begins January 6th.
Printed Outlines
$5.00 $______
NOTE: DEADLINE FOR REQUESTING PRINTED
OUTLINE IS January 5, 2018TH. NO EXCEPTIONS.
**LUNCH IS INCLUDED BOTH DAYS**
INDICATE SPECIAL DIET NEEDED __________
Please Make Check Payable to AFGC, Inc.
Mail Registration and Check to:
Judy Tolbert
8918 E. Indiana Avenue
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248
Email: azgardenclubs@gmail.com

NO REFUNDS AFTER JANUARY 5TH
_________________________________
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INSTRUCTORS
Judy Mielke, Landscape Architect
Joetta L Miller, Landscape Designer
Alba Rodriquez, Kellogg Assoc.
Noelle Johnson, Horticulturist
Linda Larson, Author, Speaker
Rebecca Fish Ewan. Professor of
Landscape Architecture, ASU

NGC LANDSCAPE DESIGN SCHOOL
COURSE III SERIES I

Sponsored by:

Carol Stuttard, Horticulturist
Joseph Ewan, Professor of Landscape
Architecture, ASU

Arizona Federation of Garden Clubs
www.azgardenclubs.com
and
Maricopa County Master Gardeners

This course is open to the public

azgardenclubs@gmail.com

Judy Tolbert
602-421-5290

LDSCONTACTINFORMATION

U of AZ Maricopa County Cooperative
Extension Office
4341 E Broadway Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85040

January 19 – 20, 2018

https://extension.arizona.edu/maricopamg

PLEASE NOTE
Instructors’ Outlines and Handouts
will be emailed to students for prestudy when available. Unless you
have previously paid for printed
outlines, you should print them upon
receipt and bring them to class. If
you are unable to print any of the
outlines, please notify the registrar
as soon as possible. A printed copy
will be available on registration day
for a fee of $5.00. Deadline for
requests is January 5 . 2018
th

Available Hotel Accommodations
available upon request.
azgardenclubs@gmail.com

CREDITS
Pg 1—Header—iClipArt (Paid Subscription)
Pg 2—School Supplies—iClipArt
Pg 3—Pine Trees—iClipArt
Pg 5—Morning Glory, 1—Desert Survivors

NEXT GREENLEAF DEADLINE

November 30th, 2017
Please send all articles and photos to
Beth Kirkpatrick

bethalia@gmail.com

Pg 5—Morning Glory, 2—Owlcation.com
Pg 12—All photos by Sandy Everett
Pg 13—All photos by Starla Kramer

We’re on
** All other photos came with articles and credited to those that
wrote them unless otherwise noted.

Facebook
come share your

Trouble receiving the Greenleaf through Email?
Here are some steps to try and fix this:
1. Update Your Profile on the AFGC website.

2. Add azgardenclubs@gmail.com to your approved email list to
ensure that the Greenleaf email will not go into your Spam Folder.
3. If you have previously UNSUBSCRIBED for the Greenleaf email,
you will need to send an email to azgardenclubs@gmail.com so that
we can get this corrected. (Unless you have a new email, then you
just go back to Step 1.)
4. Any other questions, please email azgardenclubs@gmail.com for
further assistance.

Club Photos
with us!

